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Arafat orders arrest of militants 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM XRV-- Patemoan Fresi- 
Jrmt Yasser Arafat ordered die arrest of members; of 
railrtaa Islamist groups on Wednesday following the 
double suicide bombing Ota killed 14 people in a 
Jerusalem market; a PNA security official said. "A 
.dale of emergency has been declared ia ail Palestin- 
ian area*. Mr. Arafar has ordered the ancst of activists 
of extremist groups including Hamas 3ivJ Islamic 
Jihad," Ihe official told Reuters, “The arrests have 
already started.” 



Pilot in coma after Italy plane crash 

FLORENCE (AFP) — A French passenger plane 
overshot the runway on landing at Florence airport on 
Wednesday slumming into a perinieier fence and seri- 
ously injuring one of the pilots, officials said. Pilot 
Jean- Re my Cucullier. 50. was said to be in a coma in 
the intensive care unit of Florence’s hospital though 
doctors reserved judgement on ihe prognosis. Mr. 
Cuculiier’s co-pilot Alain Biases. 44. suffered broken 
legs and was being treated in hospital while ihe 
plane’s air hostess suffered minor injuries. .Ail 14 pas- 
sengers — six French, six Italian, and two Spanish — 
were discharged after routine examinations. 
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Double suicide bombing kills 14 

, injures hundreds 


in 



Uranbinal Agency 
Ubptdies 

1 WO SUICIDE bombers 
blew themselves up in a 
crowded outdoor vegetable 
marker at midday Wednes- 
day. killing 14 people and 
wuunding more than 150, 
police said. 

The bombings led U.S. 
President BH1 Clinton to 
pustpmve a new initiative by 
envoy Dennis Ross to try' and 
break the impasse between 
Palesar.km and Israeli orgo- 
liaiors. Mr. Ross had been 
scheduled to start talks in the 
region Thursday. No new 
dare for his trip was set. 

Reu t ers reported that the 
Islamist movement Hamas 
claimed responsibility for die 
double suicide bombing in n 
leaflet faxed to an 
international news agency 
w hirii gave Israel until 9 pan. 
local time Sunday to free all 
I’alrsriman prisoners includ- 
ing Hamas founder Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassin. 

Hamas sources said the 
group's lyyeddme AJ Qas- 
sam military brigades carried 
out the attack in Jerusalem's 
main Jewish market to 
avenge a Jewish woman’s 
pasting of posters on Hebron 
storefronts insulting (he 
Prophet Mohammad. 

They said it also was in 
retaliation for (he publication 



A severely wounded Israeli man is evacuated by Israeli police as he is placed 
into an ambulance Wednesday following the double bombing in a crowded 
central market (Reuters photo) 


in an Israeli science maga- 
zine of a photomontage of 
the Virgin Mary with a cow’s 
head The photo, to illustrate 
a story on cloning, angered 
Palestinian Christians. 

Meanwhile, Israel’s Chan- 
nel Two . television 
announced that it was the 
Islamic Jihad who claimed 



An Israeli military photographer takes pictures of 
the partial body of one of two suicide bombers who 
blew themselves up in a crowded central market 
killing 12 Israeli civilians (Reuters photo) 


responsibility for the west 
Jerusalem bombing. 

In addition AFP reported 
that Shin Bet, the internal 
intelligence agency, pointed 
to the similarity of the attack 
to another in January 1995, 
when two Jihad members 
blew themselves up amid a 
group of soldiers at Beit Lid 
outside Netanya in north 
Israel, killing 21. 
•Wednesday’s blast 

"occurred a week after an 
Israeli army special unit 
snatched a member of Islam- 
ic Jihad from inside the West 
Bank self-rule enclave of 
Tulkarem in an unprecedent- 
ed operation. 

The army said Jihad mem- 
ber Ghassan A1 Mahdawi, 
24, who escaped from an 
Israeli prison a year ago, had 
been planning and- Israeli 
bombings. 

The deputy head of 
Jerusalem police, Miki Levy, 
said he had the first elements 
of the two bombers’ identi- 
ties but would give no 
details. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, speaking at one 
of the hospitals where the 
injured were taken, said 
Israel expected Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
his government "to begin 
fighting terror as it was sup- 
posed to and hasn’t done 
until now." 

Words of condolence were 
not enough, he said. "What 
we expect is action." 

Mr. Arafat, speaking in 
Jericho, said: "I strongly and 
completely condemn this ter- 
rorist act that is against the 
peace. The attack is not only 
aimed at Israelis but at peace. 


the Palestinian 
peace in the 


and against 
people and 
region. 

“We will pul all our efforts 
to confront this terrorist act," 
he said. "We are doing our 
best." 

The blasts tore through a 
lane in the Mahane Yebudah 
marketplace, the city's main 
fruit and vegetable market at 
about 1:15 pjn. local tune, 
when the market was packed 
with shoppers. 

After one of the wounded 
died in the hospital Wednes- 
day night, police put the 
death toll at 14, including the 
two suicide bombers whose 
dismembered bodies were 
found at the scene. They said 
157 people were injured. 

Green awnings covering 
the alley were tom apart and 
vegetable stands and clothing 
displays overturned, their 
wares shredded and strewn 
about the asphalt. Scraps of 
clothing hung from tele- 
phone lines. 

Smashed vegetables and 
watermelons covered the 
ground, mixed with blood 
Bodies covered in soot and 
blood lay on stretchers and 
on the ground before being 
hurried away by rescue 
workers. Shoppers staggered 
away from the blast site, their 
faces covered in blood 

Dozens of ambulances 
lined up along Jaffa Road 
one of Jerusalem’s busiest 
streets, to cany away the 
dead and injured Several 
children were among the 
seriously hurt. A 14-year-old 
boy was seen with a badly 
mangled leg. and rescue 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinian legislature demands 


ouster of Arafat’s government 


Combined Agency 
Dispatches 

PALESTINIAN LAW- 
MAKERS Wednesday 
demanded an unprecedent- 
ed vote of no confidence in 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) cabinet 
alter a report implicated 
almost all its ministries in 
corruption. 

"We are goifig to ask for 
an emergency session of 
the legislative council to be 
held Sunday or Monday to 
hold a no confidence vote,” 
"aid Hatern Abdul Qader, a 
member of a special com- 
mission which issued the 
scathing report Tuesday. 

He told AFP the vote 
would be against either the 
entire self-rule cabinet or 
just the three ministers 
named in the report by a 


Palestinian Legislative 
Council commission. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat has vowed to 
take "all the necessary 
measures" to curb corrup- 
tion detailed by lawmakers 
in a scathing report on his 
administration. 

Mr. Arafat made the 
pledge through an adviser 
after legislators urged him 
Tuesday to sack his entire 
cabinet and put at least two 
ministers suspected of 
wrongdoing on trial. 

"The president is study- 
ing the recommendations 
of the committee,” Mr. 
Arafat's adviser Nabil Abu 
Rudeineh told reporters. 
“He will take all the neces- 
sary measures to guarantee 
smooth performance in the 
Palestinian [National] 
Authority," he said without 


elaborating. 

However. International 
Cooperation Minister 
Nabil Shaath, also Mr. 
Arafat's top negotiator 
with the Israelis, said, 
"there is no basis to the 
report. They have no evi- 
dence.” Mr. Shaath is 
accused in the report of 
diverting ministry funds 
for personal use. Civil 
Affairs Minister Jamil A! 
Tariff and Transport Minis- 
ter Ali Qawasmeh were 
also fingered by the report. 

A large number of minis- 
ters showed up Wednesday 
to defend themselves as the 
council deliberated the 
report's recommendations, 
which called for the entire 
PNA cabinet to be sacked 
because all but four min- 
istries were implicated in 
corruption or misuse of 


power. 

The result was u litany of 
confessions as several min- 
isters admitted their min- 
istries were rife with cor- 
ruption but insisted they 
themselves were not 
responsible. 

"There have been prob- 
lems and we are working to 
correct them,” Local 
Administration Minister 
Saeb Erakal told the coun- 
cil. 

“There is nothing much 1 
can do about mismanage- 
ment in the ministry," 
Health Minister Riyad Zaa- 
nun pleaded. 

"There is a mafia which 
runs the buying of medi- 
cines from Israel and a 


(Continued on page 7) 


King says door for dialogue closed 
unless on best interests of Jordan 


'There can be no democracy without stability 




King expresses sorrow over 
the fall of innocent victims 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednes- 
day expressed sorrow over the fall of victims after the sui- 
cide bomb attacks in west Jerusalem on Wednesday and 
called for strenuous efforts to protect the peace process. 

Addressing a delegation representing a coalition for 
peace made out of four Israeli politico! parties. King Hus- 
sein said: “This attack, like ail others that preceded it, has 
been carried out by small factions whose aim is to assas- 
sinate the peace process and impose their agenda on the 
whole region in order to return to the state of chaos and 
destruction." 

The King added: “AN efforts should be exerted towards 
protecting die peace process and enabling the two sides to 
overcome all obstacles in its path." 

Speakers for the delegation expressed their appreciation 
of King Hussein's efforts for peace and stability in the 
region. 

Present at the meeting was Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khosawneh. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 

Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday stressed that 
national interests precede all 
other considerations and 
therefore the parliamentary 
elections will be held on 
schedule. 

In an address at the cere- 
mony for the graduation of 
the 9th batch of army offi- 
cers from the Royal War 
College, King Hussein said: 
“The general elections will 
be held on schedule and 
they will be held soon. It is 
hoped that all Jordanians 
will realise the sensitive cir- 
cumstances facing the coun- 
try and elect the most eligi- 
ble people to represent them 
in Parliament." 

Referring to the question 
of dialogue between the 
government and the political 
parties, the King said: •‘The 
dialogue will not be held 
over our democratic march, 
or over policies approved 
by Parliament which repre- 
sents the people of this 
country. We will hare a dia- 
logue about what is in the 
best interest of this country 
and there will be no condi- 
tions. We will not act in a 
way to obstruct the democ- 
ratic life or adversely influ- 
ence it. We will protect 
democracy despite the exis- 


tence of its enemies who 
pretend to be working for it. 
but they are actually harm- 
ing it."’ 

The King added: ‘There 
can be no democracy with- 
out stability and there will 
not be any public or political 
freedoms with democracy as 
chaos which is the alterna- 
tive to stability and leads to 
destruction and ruin." 

“Jordanians are called on 
to meet together, open a dia- 
logue among themselves, 
unite their ranks and let us 
be logical and wise in con- 
fronting challenges and dif- 
ficulties while on our way to 
achieving our objectives." 
the King stressed. 

Referring to the Middle 
East, the King called for 
enhancing the foundations 
of peace and for all parlies 
to step up efforts in order to 
save the peace process from 
the cycle of violence. 

“Some have been saying 
that the peace process is 
dead, and therefore there is 
no need for a recovery room 
to revive it." the King added. 

He asked: “Why can't 
people live in peace if we 
are able to regain our rights 
and put our house in order? 
Why should we live a life 
fuU of pain, anxiety and pes- 
simism? Why should we 


insist that this must be our 
liter 

King Hussein said that the 
bomb attacks in w'esl 
Jerusalem Wednesday 
occurred in an atmosphere 
characterised by frustration 
resulting from the faltering 
peace process. 

“These days, we are wit- 
nessing events, one of which 
happened today in 
Jerusalem, causing the death 
and injury of a great num- 


ber of people," said King 
Hussein. 

He said: “1 cannot predict 
its consequences but 1 know 
it is closely connected with 
previous events, like the 
atrack carried out by Gold- 
stein in Hebron, and the 
other similar events that 
occurred in the previous 
stage including the 


(Continued on page 7) 


Israel won’t accept U.S. 
dictates — Netanyahu 


protectorate of the UJ 


Knesset 
moves to 
limit intifada 
compensation 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli parliament approved 
draft legislation Wednes- 
day limiting compensation 
for Palestinians who suf- 
fered losses during the 
“intifada" — the 1987-93 
uprising against Israeli 
occupation. 

The bill, which was 
approved by a vote of 55 to 
49 in (he 120-seai legisla- 
ture, must be passed three 
limes by the parliament and 
approved by a parliamen- 
tary committee before it 
becomes law. 

It defines actions taken 
by the Israeli army in 
putting down the intifada 
as “combat activity," or 
actions taken during 
wartime, a move which 
would legally exonerate the 
military' from having to 
provide compensation to 
victims. 

The biU also lays at the 
door of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
the burden of proving that 
(he complainant has never 
been involved in a “terror- 
ist act" and so has the right 
to compensation. 

The Israeli human rights 
group B’Tselem said, “this 
law would let the authori- 
ties escape from their 
responsibility for acts 
against innocent people 
and which were committed 
in violation of Israeli law." 

It said in a statement that 
Israel compared the intifa- 
da to a war "only so it 
would not have to compen- 
sate the victims," pointing 
out that up till now, Israeli 
legislation has considered 
the uprising as “unrest 
coming under the penal 
code." 

Israel has not considered 
Palestinians it arrested to 
be prisoners of war, the 
group added. 

Justice Minister Tsahi 
Hanegbi said the bill “will 
alleviate the handling of 
complaints submitted to 
Israeli courts, the great 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel ‘Isn’t a 

TEL AVIV (AP) — As U.S. 
President Bill Clinton’s 
envoy beaded to the region 
Wednesday for peace talks, 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
Israel would not accept 
American dictates. 

Israeli media have report- 
ed that Ihe U.S. — the main 
sponsor of the Mideast 
peace process — wants 
Israel to commit to a build- 
ing freeze in Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Mr. Netanyahu 
has said he would refuse 
such a freeze. 

“I don’t think it's accept- 
able to operate with a take- 
it-or-leave-it approach," 

Mr. Netanyahu said in an 
interview published 

Wednesday in the Haaretz 
newspaper. 

Israel, he added “isn't a 
protectorate of the United 
Stales." 


KUALA LUMPUR (Petra) 
— Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali stressed the 
importance of diversity and 
tolerance as a basic principle 
towards reconciliation 
among civilisations. 

The prime minister said in a 
conference at Langkawi on 
Wednesday that Jordan is 
looking for cooperation and 
coordination with all coun- 
tries on the basis of “Smart 
Partnership." 

There is always a chance 
and a room for high develop- 
ment for small countries if 
they understand the rules of 
the game and practise it in 
time. Such a chance is based 
on the very principle of 
Smart Partnership dial is 
cooperation not competi- 
tion." be said. 

“We lode at partnership not 
only in business but it should 
include networking in sci- 
ence and technology, joint 


The U.S. had been trying 
to break a four-month 
impasse in negotiations 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. Earlier this 
week, the two sides agreed 
to resume talks. 

Mr. Netanyahu told 
Haaretz (hat a peace agree- 
ment “has to be achieved by 
consultations and agree- 
ment and not by dictate.” 
His outspoken position 
came a day before U.S. 
envoy Dennis Ross was to 
hold talks here with Mr. 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser ArafaL 
Haaretz said Israel and 
the Americans were trying 
to reach a formula under 
which Israel would agree to 
a temporary settlement 
freeze, a key Palestinian 
demand. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s aide 
David Bar-INan. however, 
said Israel wasn't prepared 


ventures of technological 
development, services and 
participation of technical 
manpower" he added. 

Quoting His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
Dr. Majali, talking about the 
experience of Jordan, said: 

"We are living in a pluralis- 
tic world, where pluralism 
and diversity could well 
become the rules rather than 
the exceptions. Pluralism 
(religious, social, cultural or 
ethnic) is not new (o the 
Islamic and Arabic World, 
nor it is new to this country. 
Tolerance towards other 
faiths and cultures is a funda- 
mental prinicrple of Islam. 
With all due respect to Pro- 
fessor Huntingtons Clash of 
Civilisations, 1 hereby speak 
of a reconciliation of civilisa- 
tions within the one world we 
share." 

Premier Majali emphasised 
that this new order of partner- 


to make concessions in 
advance of the talks. 

“We are not going to pay 
a price for a return to the 
table," Mr. Bar-INan told 
the Associated Press. “They 
quit, they boycotted for five 
months and now they want 
to be paid.” 

Talks between Israel and 
the Palestinians broke down 
in March after Israel began 
construction of a settlement 
in Arab east Jerusalem, 
which the Palestinians 
claim as a future capital. 

On Monday, however, the 
sides announced they 
would resume talks. 

Palestinian security chief 
Jibril Rajoub told Israel 
Radio that security cooper- 
ation between the sides 
would not resume unless 
Israel haired settlement 
construction at Jabal Abu 
Ghneim. 


ship or free participation 
should become part and par- 
cel of Jordanian culture. 

“It is hoped that parallel to 
our activities as politicians, 
professionals and business- 
men ...educationalists should 
be able to include in their 
education curricula the teach- 
ing of shared elements and 
common sources. The educa- 
tion process should imprint a 
clear picture of mutual under- 
standing, trust and coopera- 
tion not only among different 
races and faiths but also 
among partners,” he said 
pointing to Jordan's unique 
position as being part of Asia, 
adjacent to Africa, neigh- 
bouring the Mediterranean, a 
main comer of the Middle 
East region and a Muslim 
country with profound 
attachment to Arabic-Islamic 
culture. 


Majali calls for smart partnership, 
not competition, among countries 
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Hamas prisoner escapes 
Palestinian custody 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Two prisoners, one a mem- 
ber of the Islamist group 
Hamas, escaped from 
Palestinian police Wednes- 
day while being transferred 
to a hospital in Gaza City, 
witnesses and family mem- 
bers said. 

Abdul Latif A! Ashqar. a 
member of Hamas’s mili- 
tary wing, was being taken 
into Al Shifa Hospital with 
another prisoner when the 
two attacked the police 
guard with them, witnesses 
said. 

They fought their way out 
of the guards’ grasp and ran 
through a crowd in the hos- 


pital. preventing the police 
from opening fire on them, 
the witnesses said. 

Ashqar’s family con- 
firmed to Agence France 
Presse that police had come 
to their Gaza City home in 
search of their son. 

The other prisoner was 
not identified. Police offi- 
cials refused to confirm the 
escape, but military check- 
points were ser up on 
Gaza's main roads. 

Ashqar. 18. was convict- 
ed a year ago for participat- 
ing in the murder of a 
Palestinian policeman and 
for belonging to Hamas's 
military wing Izzeddine Al 


Qassam. 

Ashqar, at the rime a 
minor, received a 20-year 
sentence, while the others 
involved in the case were 
handed the death penalty, 
although none has been 
executed so far. 

The escape appeared to 
have no connection to a 
double suicide bombing 
which occurred at approxi- 
mately the same time in 
Jerusalem, leaving 13 dead. 

Hamas has conducted 
anti-Israeli bombings in rhe 
past in their campaign 
against Yasser Arafat's self- 
rule deals with the Israelis. 


Lebanon sends envoy 
to U.S. after removal 
of travel ban 


Yemeni Opposition party 
accuses security of 
detaining 11 members 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanon dispatched an 
envoy to the U.S. Wednes- 
day, hours after Washington 
decided to lift its 10-year 
travel on the tiny Arab 
country, officials said. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri sent one of his 
personal aides, Ghassan 
Taher who is in charge of 
security at Beirut Interna- 
tional Airport, they said. 

He is due to discuss with 
U.S. officials legal and 
other measures to bolster 
security cooperation 
between the two countries. 

In 1996. a U.S. investi- 
gating commission visited 
Lebanon and drafted a 
report which said Beirut’s 
airport was not completely 
safe. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 

announced Wednesday she 
had decided to lift the trav- 
el ban. but still advised 


SANAA (AFP) — A Yemeni 
opposition party Wednesday 
accused the the security' ser- 
vices of arresting 11 of its 
members in southern Yemen. 

The League of the Sons of 
Yemen (LSY ) said the mem- 
bers were arrested Tuesday 
night at their homes in the 
main southern city of Aden 
in Hadramaut province. It 
accused the security services 
of brutal behavior. 

"The security men ter- 
rorised the women and chil- 


dren and beat inhabitants" 
in the neighbourhoods where 
the arrests occurred, the 
party said in a statement 
received in the Yemeni capi- 
; tal Sanaa. 

The party and three other 
opposition groups called for 
a "peaceful demonstration" 
- to be held Thursday in 
Mukalla. in Hadramaut. to 
protest againt "terror and the 
repressive methods.” 

The authorities Sunday 
announced the arrest of sev- 


eral persons suspected of 
involvement in bomb attacks 
againsr three petrol stations 
in Aden on that day. They 
said they were looking for 
more suspects. 

In 1994, the LSY supported 
a breakaway bid led by the 
Yemeni Socialist Party in 
the southern provinces. The 
attempt was crushed by the 
northern army of President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh after two 
months of fighting. 


Turkey moves to 
improve human 
rights record 
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ANKARA. (AFP) — The 
Turkish Foreign Ministry 
has compiled a report on 
how to improve the coun- 
try’s oft-criticised record 
on human rights, a ministry' 
spokesman said Wednes- 
day. 

the report reflects the 
ministry’s opinions on 
human rights in Turkey and 
‘‘contains a series of mea- 
sures aimed at improving 
them.” spokesman Omer 
Akbel said without giving 
details. 


Foreign Minister Ismail 
Cem presented the report to 
Prime Minister Mesut Yil- 
maz and the minister of 
state responsible for human 
rights. Hikmet Sami Turk. 

Turkey’s human rights 
record has drawn wide- 
spread criticism from both 
local and international 
organisations, mainly the 
European Union, which 
Turkey wants to join. 
Turkey in particular is 
accused of abusing its Kur- 
dish minority. 


International Herald 
Tribune to publish 
Israeli edition 
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TEL AVIV fAP>— The Inter- 
national Herald Tribune will 
publish a daily Israeli edition 
together with the respected 
Haaretz newspaper. it 
announced Tuesday. 

The Israeli edition, which is 
to launch at the end of the 
summer, will include a four- 
page supplement on Israeli 
affairs translated into English 
from the Hebrew daily, a state- 
ment said. 

It will be printed daily at the 
Haaretz presses — which join 
the 14 locations on three con- 
tinents where the IHT is prim- 
ed. 

Israel — which is home to 
tons of thousands of native 
Anglophones mostly immi- 
grants from English-speaking 
countries — currently has one 
major English daily, the 


Jerusalem Post, as well as sev- 
eral English magazines. 

The IHT has usually been 
available here only a day late 
because of the need to fly it in 
from European priming loca- 
tions. 

The decision to launch a 
local edition was taken by IHT 
publisher Richard McClean 
together with the management 
of Haaretz. the statement said. 
The editor of the Israel supple- 
ment will Ik* David Landau, a 
former managing editor of the 
Jerusalem Post. 

The IHT — which first 
appeared in 1 887 as the Euro- 
pean edition of the New’ York 
Herald — is now co-owncd 
by the New York Times and 
die Washington Post, and 
reprints much of those papers' 
material. 
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Americans against visiting 
Lebanon for their safety. 

The Stare Department 
ban on U.S. passport hold- 
ers travelling to Lebanon 
was imposed in 1987 while 
Islamist militant groups 
involved in the Lebanese- 
civil war were kidnapping 
Americans and other West- 
erners. 

As many as 50.000 Amer- 
icans defied the ban last 
year and travelled to 
Lebanon, including mem- 
bers of the large Lebanese 
American community, 
according to a U.S. Senator. 

Under the ban, U.S. citi- 
zens had to obtain special 
permission from the U.S. 
government to travel to 
Lebanon. The use of a U.S. 
passport in Lebanon with- 
out the required validation 
was punishable under U.S. 
law by a fine or imprison- 
ment. 



A STATUE ON ANNIVERSARY OF REVOLUTION: A statue of Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein is unveiled, Wednesday, at the entrance to the Military 
Industry Commission in Baghdad, on 29th anniversary of the July 17-30 1968 
revolution (AFP photo) 

Iran conservatives signal 
trouble for Khatami 


TEHRAN (R) — Conserva- 
tives in the Iranian parlia- 
ment. whose speaker was 
heavily defeated in the Islam 
ic Republic's presidential 
election. Wednesday sig- 
nalled a tough time for minis- 
ters in President-elect 
Mohammad Khatami's cabi- 
net 

Despite feverish specula- 
tion and long lists in newspa- 
pers of ministerial hopefuls. 
Mr. Khatami has declined to 
name anyone being consid- 
ered for cabinet jobs. 

Sources close to the Shiite 
Muslim clcrgymttn say lie has 
identified three nominees lor 
every portfolio. 

Mr. Khatami, a moderate 
who is backed by Western- 
style liberals and radical 
Islamists, was elected in May 
by a landslide that buried the 
man confidently tipped to 
take oxer, cnnscivulive Par- 
liament Speaker Ali Akhar 
Naleq-Nouri. 

Mr. Khatami is due to suc- 
ceed President Akbar Hushe- 
mi Rafsanjani next week. 

He must submit his cabinet 
nominations to the niajlis. or 
parliament, for approval. 

"If inujlis deputies are con- 
sulted i m the new- cabinet 
before the ministers are offi- 
cially introduced, certainly 


the Majlis will act in a more 
organised and ripe way in 
giving a vote of confidence.” 
said Ali Akhar Husscini, a 
focal figure of the parlia- 
ment's conservative majority. 

Tehran-based analysts said 
that message, relayed through ' 
the official news agency 
IRNA. was a clear warning to 
Mr. Khatami from the conser- 
vatives. 

"Since this faction expected 
to win the presidential elec- 
tion; and hud already pre- 
pared a list of its minisiers...a 
shadow cabinet is bound to 
be born for the first time in 
Iran,” Aklibar daily newspa- 
per said. 

Another majlis deputy. 
Mohammad Shahi Arablou. 
said in remarks published by 
Iran News daily that the 
"secrecy of the cabinet selec- 
tion process adopted by the 
president-elect could create 
problems for the members of 
the niajlis." 

He said that if deputies 
were not given enough time 
to investigate proposed cabi- 
net ministers "the number of 
abstention votes will 
increase. I'm sure of that.” 

Conservative Shiite Mus- 
lim clerics have not minced 
words in demanding a say 
over the choice of ministers. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:35 French Programmes 

16:05 Hey Dad 

16 JO He Shoots He Scores 

17:15 Varieties 

i 18:10 French Programmes 

I 19:00 News in French 

19:30 News Headline 

19:35 Parenthood 

20:00 Cinema. Cinema 

20:30 Documentary — Sub- 
marines 

21:10 KungFu 

* 22:00 News in English 

22 JO Feature film 

23:59 Tararata 

PRAYER TIMES 


{JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


01:16 .. 


05:45 


12:42 


16:22 .... 


19 -39 .... 


21:08 



CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
SveifiduTcl. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6327S5. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 


Td. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarcne Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Iz»cal Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Fine summer weather condition*, 
will prevail with temperatures 
slightly below average, winds 
northwesterly moderate to 
active, and clouds appearing at 
low altitudes. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate to 
active and seas calm. 

Mini 7M ax. Temperatures 

Amman JS/29 

Aqaba 25/38 

Deserts 17/34 


Jordan Valley 24/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30. Aqaba. 37 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 46 per 
cent Aqaba 37 per cem. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DITY 
AMMAN: 

Dn Mukhles HaJasch —5519220 

Dr. Ruhi Sukkar 856457 

Dt Fad Al Khalifa $65456 

Dr. Yousef AIFnqOi 790 1 W 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy. 657055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

/VI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeeant pharmacy ....637660 

Najib pharmacy 847652 

1RBID: 

Dr. GhaaTa’amneh 250OSO 

Al Quds pharmacy t — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rabah Al Bourini ..990312 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

CivH Defence Department 
661 HI 


Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

,630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 1^2. 62 MIT. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 61 7 KM 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 845402 

Traffic Police .896390 

Public Security Department 

'. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661 1 76 

Wafer and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints -....7S7M1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

.661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 J 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

SI56I5 

Electric Power Company 

,63638*1 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 


Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. ...644281/6 

Afcflch Maternity 642441/2 

Jahai Amman Maternity 
642362 

MaDias, J. Amman ,636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmefeani Hospital .....669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 

.667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AI-Ahli. Ahdali .664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrecn 

777101/3 

A! -Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

.602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...865 199 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
....(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Roy ill Jordanian (R.l) infornia 
lion deparliiient at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel 
(08153200 where it should 
always be verified 
Information on oilier flights ,iiv 
supplied on phone 08 (527(H)) m 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (R.I) Mights 


Other H 
138)0 

ights 

13:55 


(4:40 . 


16:00 


19:50 

21:00 ..... 

TclAiiv (LY) 

21:10 

01:211 ..Ai 
05:40 

iiiMcrikiin. Beirut t KL) 

09:00 



ZARQA: 

Zarqn 

Gmt. Hospital 

1(191983323 

Zarqa 

National Hospital 

i09 1900560 

Ibn Sma Hospital (0l>l986732 
j\ 1 Ifikma Modern Hospital 


(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Priirecss 

Basma Hospital 
|n?p75S5S 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
-....(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Niifccs Hospital 
(02)247100 


08:0? 

09:45 

10:05 

10:05 

10:20 

- New IX'lhi ( PJ i 

Dlialvan. Riyadh (RJ) 

Bombay iRJl 

10:25 


10:40 


11:00 


15:25 


15:55 

New York. Amsterikun 

(RJ) 

17:05. 


17 JO. 


18J5 

Doha (RJ) 

19:10 


19:20 

...Bangkok. Calcium IKJ) 

19:45 

Abu Dhabi. Al ‘Ain i RJ ) 


Royal Wings (RVVj 
(For Iliursday and Fridav) 

08:45 ‘ Aqaba (RW i 

10:05 Amu i.in (QAlAitRVVi 

10:50 Amman (Marka Airport i 
iKWj 

18:20 TclAiiv (RVV) 

19:30 Amman iQAIAhRWj 

22:20 — .Aqaba ( RW J 

23:50 Amman < Marka Airport! 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beiruti RJ) 

07:20 Moscow i RJ) 

09:10 Kuwait (RJ) 

11:35 .Abu Dhuhi. Dubai (RJ) 
11:55 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

12:10 ....Tunis. Casablanca (RJi 
1 2: 20.. Amsterdam, Chicago (RJi 
12:45 -Anwcntini, Munik-jj. Tu.jn- 


analysts said. 

In a television debate Tues- 
day one of Mr. Khatami's 
most outspoken critics, con- 
servative deputy and editor of 
Resalat daily Mortaza 
Nabavi, said the new presi,-. 
dent should allow a number 
of ministers from the losing 
faction intQ.his cabinet ‘‘even: 
though they do not agree with 
his plans in every detail.” 

Iran daily said Mr. Khata- 
mi. who won the election on 
the back of large numbers of 
votes by disaffected youths 
and women, would appoint 
two new vice presidents to 
deal with youth and culture, 
and women's affairs. 

The daily Jomhuri Eslami 
Wednesday expressed dis- 
may at Tehran press reports 
that Iran’s ambassador to the 
U.N.. Kamal Kharrazi. would 
succeed Ali Akbar Velayati as 
foreign minister. It cast doubt 
on Mr. Kharrazi ’s ability to 
embark on "absolutely essen- 
tial” fundamental changes. 

‘The foreign ministry is in 
dire need of a thorough 
spring cleaning. This task can 
be accomplished by someone 
who enjoys revolutionary 
decisiveness away from any 
political consideration,” the 
newspaper said. 


13:00 DnhatRJ) 

13:10 Paris (RJ) 

13:20 Athens (RJ) 

13:25 London (RJ) 

21:00 Madrid (RJ) 

21:10 .Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 Lamaca(RJ) 

21:25 Jeddah (RJ) 

22:0(1 ...Abu Dhabi, Dub ai (RJ I 
22:25 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 


Other Mights 

04:00 Alhcns(OA) 

06:15 „ Istanbul (TK) 

08:45 —.. Beirut (ME) 

08:50 -Amsterdam (G A) 


09:10 

14:30 

London (BA) 

14:45 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15 JO Aunahi (Algeria.) (AH) 

17:00 


21:10 

.Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:00 .. 


02:30 

Amsterdam (KL) 

08:45 


10:00 . ... , 

Dubai (EK) 

10:25 

London (BA) 
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Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Fridsiy) 
07^15 Amman (Marka Airpxt) (RW) 

09:15 -Aqaba (RW) 

10:30 ....j\minan (QAIA) (RW) 
17:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

18:55 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

21 JO .... Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
22:50 .Aqaba (RW) 
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agreement signed 


AMMAN (Pfcira) — Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs 
Fayez Tarawneh Wednes- 
day. asserted that Jordan 
adheres to its. prineiptes 
of sirpportifig: all V J>1. 
humanitarian missions 
and efforts _ to alleviate 
refugee suffering. 

Dr. Tantwneh and Unit- 
ed Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) Representative 
to Jordan ZobkU Hassbn- 
Ashagrieto signed an 
agreement on cooperation 
between Jordan and "the 
UNHCR a! the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. 

Ttie agreemenl set the 
legal framework for bilar- 
eral cooperation in pro- 
viding international pro- 
tection to refugee* on 
behalf oTthe global com- 
munity. 

A supplement to the 
agreement marked Jor- 
dan's respect for 

international legitimacy 
and human rights, having 
provided safe haven lor 
people of different 

nationalities persecuted in 



Minister of Foreign Affairs Fayez Tarawneli and United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) Representative to Jordan Zobitla llavsim-Asiuigrieto sign an 
agreement for bilateral cooperation in providing international protection to refugees 
(Petra photo i 


their home countries, a 
Mini-Stry of Foreign 
Affairs statement said. v 
Ms. Hassini-Asltagric 


voiced die UNHCR's 
appreciation lor His 
Majesty King Hussein 
and HR1I Crown Prince - 


Hassju lor their contin- 
ued efforts to shelter 
refugees both from ihe 
Middle Hast and abroad. 


Voter registration centres: open in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Amman Governor Talaai 
Nawaiseh Wednesday 
announced that 48 centres 
within the Amman Govcr- 
noraie will register voters 
to participate in the 1997 
general elections. 

Centres will process reg- 
istration applications 
between Aug. 1 through 


Aug. 16. according to Mr. 
Nawajseh. 

Citizens must hring their 
family book as the official 
requisite document for the 
registration process, he 
added. 

Six centres have been 
opened for voters, in the 
first district, eight in the 
second district, six in the 


third district, nine in the 
fourth district, thirteen in 
(he fifth district, and six 
centres for the central hadiu 
region. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry 
of Interior yesterday 
announced that Thursday is 
the final date for receiving 
applications Irum voters 
who have changed their 


place of residence and wish 
to oiiicialls register such. 

By the middle of August, 
ministry stall will have 
completed its final version 
of voter lists. 

A ministry committee has 
been processing applica- 
tions Irotn members of the 
public wishing to change 
their voting district. 



Friends of the Environment delegation on visit to Vencto region of Italy 


Environmental activists return from trip to Italy 

By Nadia MukhBs 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Friends of 
Environment (FOE) delega- 
tion completed a two- week 
environmental visit to the 
Veneto region of Italy last 
Saturday. 

The trip came as part of a 
bilateral agreement signed 
between Jordan and Italy to 
foster socio-cultural 

exchanges cm health and envi- 
ronmental policy, according 
to Director of the FOE Media 
Committee Rana Naber. 

The two-week trip included 
field visits to four natural 
reserves, with descriptions of 
both the reserves’ establish- 
ment and problems facing 
them. 

The delegation, constituting 
fifteen secondary level stu- 
dents. two supervisors and 
President of FOE Ra’ouf 
D abbas, also toured several 
natural areas, climbed the 
Alpine foothills, visited vari- 
ous cultural and historical 
museums, sites and botanical 
gardens, according to Ms. 

Naber. 

The fifteen were chosen 
from a pool of students who 
won an environmental com- 
petition and who demonstrat- 
ed outstanding results in pro- 
jects which aimed at solving 
existing environmental prob- 
lems in their areas of resi- 
dence, she explained. 

The Jordanian delegation 


met with Minister of Health 
and Environment of the Vene- 
to region lies Braghctto and 
Mayor of Padova Municipali- 
ty and Vice-President of 
Padova University Giorgio 
Franceschecci. 

Mr. Brnghetio and Mr. Dab- 
bas exchanged gifts to memo- 
rialise the visit in Venice, Ms. 
Naber said. 

Mr. Dabbas told the Jordan 
Times that he was extremely 
grateful to the Italian minister 
and his staff for the excellent 
programme prepared for the 
delegation. 

He emphasised the impor- 
tance of such environmental 
cooperation between Jordan 
and Italy. 

The children were chosen to 
participate in (he mission so 
thut Jordan might benefit 
from their environmental 


knowledge and education, 
Mr. Dahlias said. 

The FOE mission to Italy 
was covered iu an agreement, 
signed in Jordan last January 
during an official Italian visit 
to the Kingdom. 

Such contracts are valid 
instruments for the exchange 
of experiences and knowl- 
edge on environmental issues, 
especially water and air pollu- 
tion. Prof. Brughetio stated 
last January during the sign- 
ing ceremony. 

FOE was granted a scholar- 
ship that 15 students might 
visit Veneto for three consec- 
utive years in llte agreement 
which also stipulated profes- 
sional six-month scholarships 
for two persons, chosen by 
the committee, to update 
environmental education and 
data. 


The agreement was signed 
by former Minister of the 
Municipal and Rural affairs 
and the Environment Abdul 
Ruzak Tubaishat with Mr. 
Dabbas. 

The Friends of the Environ- 
ment is an independent non- 
governmental organisation 
whose founders are citizens 
interested in implementing 
environmental community- 
based development projects. 

It was founded in 1994. 
officially registered in 1995, 
and its main objectives are 
encouraging creativity and 
innovation, utilising natural 
energy and providing training 
fur young students. 

FOE is committed to 
increasing awareness of the 
importance of a healthy envi- 
ronment for a healthy planet. 
Ms. Naber said. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

. FILM * Poetry recitals by Palestinian, Egyptian, Italian and 

'v _ . Jordanian poets at Abdul Haraeed Shoman Foundation. 

* ‘The Hunchback of None Dame’’ at the American Gen- Jabal Weibdeh at 6:45 p.m. 
ter; Abdoun on Thmsdayai 5:00 pm r 

..V:. ^-CONCERT. . 

-v: ""V. T; - ‘ ...V . * Algerian operetta entitled “Heizia” at Artemis Steps at 

^Musical perftHrbahcfi by Harvard University band at 8:30 p.m. . 

tbeRoyal Cultural Centre atSrOO pirn. ^ - * Ballet entitled ’"Sleeping Beauty” by Russian Omsk 

■ " v ; Bfiflef Company at the North Theatre at 8 JO pan. 

i * Conceit by Hani Shaker of Egypt at the South Theatre 
':.;w&30p;m. 

1 Musical performance by Ramallab Band of Palestine at 
the Sound and Light Theatre 8 m 30 p.m. 





' * Sfo fcw- of Egypt at the South Theatre poets -at Abdul - Hameed -Shoman. Foundation, Jabal 

‘■'jV;- Amman at 6:45 p.m. 

~ “Simabd Moon” bv Hana Sadiq 


LECTURES 





RSS, JIEC sign contract stipulating 
expansion of A1 Hassan Industrial City 


AMMAN I Petra) — The 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) will cunducc a feasi- 
bility study and prepare 
designs and tender docu- 
ments for the expansion of 
Al Hassan Industrial City, 
near the northern city of 
Irbid. as stipulated by an 
agreement signed Wednes- 
day with the Jordan Indus- 
trial Estates Corporation 
(JIEC). 

According to the agree- 
ment. the RSS will prepare 
designs for infrastructure 
and civil works such as 
water, electricity and 
sewage networks. 

The expansion is slated 
to cover 450 dunums of 
land and achieve comple- 
tion within a time frame of 
I7S davs at the estimated 
cost of JD 45.000. 

The first stage of Al H as- 
sail Industrial City, con- 
structed on 427 dunums of 
land, was effected in 1991. 

Al the time, the JIEC 
developed buildings to 
house 54 factories and 
industrial projects which 
now boas: a combined 
capital of JD 55 million. 

Tlie project has created 
employment for 2,000 
workers as well as domes- 
tic and foreign businesses, 
according to JIEC Direcror 
General Asem Hindawi 
who signed the agreement 
with RSS President Saeed 



JIEC Director General Asem Hindawi and RSS President Saeed Alloush Wednesday 
sign an agreement stipulating the expansion of Al Hassan Industrial Estates (Petra 
photo) 


Alloush. 

Subsequent to the sign- 
ing ceremony. Mr. Hin- 
davvi affirmed that once 
the feasibility study and 
designs for expansion 
have been prepared, the 
JIEC will embark upon the 
project's implememion. 

The plan comes within 
the framework of JIEC 
plans for expanding indus- 
trial estates up to the year 


2000. he added. 

The JIEC has formulated 
plans for establishing 
industrial estates in vari- 
ous govemorates to cater 
to the grow ing demand for 
factories and industrial 
facilities. Mr. Hindawi 
explained. 

The corporation's board 
decided to expand Al Has- 
san Industrial City as the 
factories are proximate to 


main trade routes linking 
Jordan with neighbouring 
countries, he stated. 

The RSS will accelerate 
the feasibility study and 
designs that the JIEC 
might better cope with 
grow ing demand on facto- 
ries and encouragement of 
industrial investments in 
Jordan. Dr. Alloush assert- 
ed. 


Abbadi laments pollution, desert 
encroachment on agricultural lands 


AMMAN (Petra) — Amman Mayor 
Marodouh Abbadi Wednesday 
described the country’s capital as suf- 
fering from pollution and the 
encroachment of deserts on agricultur- 
al and arable lands. 

Addressing a one-day seminar on 
public gardens held at the Profession- 
al Associations Complex. Dr. Abbadi 
requested that citizens exert all possi- 
ble efforts to protect their capital and 
fight desertification. 

The Amman municipality will con- 
tinue to develop green belts around 
the capital, in the form of parks as it 
will inside the city, he affirmed. 

President of the Agricultural Engi- 
neers Association Engineer Hassan 
Jaber enumerated two major obstacles 
blocking the creation of parks: water 


scarcity and compensation which 
must be paid to landowners whose 
property might be appropriated by the 
municipality for gardens. 

He suggested that the municipality 
declare a “garden year” in Amman 
during which special programmes 
encouraging the public to beautify 
their capital could be organised. 

Private firms could also be request- 
ed to contribute to the creation of 
parks and religious leaders might 
become involved in raising funds to 
create gardens, he added. 

Columnist for Al Ra'i Arabic daily 
Tareq Masarweh presented a report in 
which he lamented a lack of sufficient 
parks where children might spend 
their free time. 

He underlined the hazards manv of 


these children face as they are often 
compelled to play in the streets, espe- 
cially during summer vacation. 

According to official statistical bul- 
letins last year, there were 3.605 cases 
of children hit by vehicles in Jordan, 
the majority of whom were in 
Amman. 

Parks are essential components of a 
city along with cultural centres, public 
libraries and art exhibitions. Mr. Mas- 
rweh stated. 

According to Jamal Suwan. SO per 
cent of towns and villages in Jordan 
have been built on agricultural land. 

In his report. Dr. Suwan encouraged 
drastic measures to enable the munic- 
ipality to appropriate plots of land for 
gardens and prevent urban develop- 
ment. 


CARE to dedicate 10 projects to local communities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — CARE 

International will Thursday dedi- 
cate 10 completed agricultural 
projects to local communities in 
the Wadi Ibn Hamad district, in 
the southern Karak govemorate. 
according to a CARE announce- 
ment Wednesday. 

Director of CARE Projects Anis 
Turbieh affirmed that Karak Gov- 
ernor Badreddin Wed i an would 
formally announce the comple- 
tion of the projects at a ceremony 
to be held at the agricultural nurs- 
ery’ in Rabbeh near Karak. 

The ceremony is to be attended 
by representatives of various 
organisations and local communi- 
ties, he added. 


The project will include water 
wells to collect rain water, stone 
fences, retaining walls, irrigation 
canals, fruit trees and projects for 
homemakers that they might earn 
increased income for themselves 
and their families. 

According to Mr. Turbieh, 
CARE contributed JD 69,000 out 
of the total cost of JD 78,000 for 
the projects which were imple- 
mented by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture in conjunction with the 
German Agency for Technical 
Cooperation as it was with the 
ministries of social development 
and agriculture and in consulta- 
tion with the local communities 
themselves. 


Work on the projects began in 
February of 1996 subsequent to a 
CARE survey of local communi- 
ty needs, he stated. 

Mr. Turbieh described the pro- 
jects as designed to encourage 
local communities to promote 
agricultural production and 
ensure sustainable development 
while improving standards of liv- 
ing. 

While the work on the payee ts 
was underway, CARE provided 
training to personnel in the two 
ministries regarding accurate 
methods of determining local 
community needs and managing 
agricultural projects. 


Anti-discrimination charter to be covered in workshop 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The impact of the Convention on the 
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 
in Jordan will be reviewed in a workshop organised by the 
United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Gender on 
August 4, at the Royal Cultural Centre (RCC). 

The task force is comprised of nine Amman-based Unit- 
ed Nations agencies — ESCWA, UNDP, UNESCO, 
UNFPA, UNICEF. UNIFEM, UNRWA, WFP and WHO, 
according to a United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) statement. 

The one-day workshop aims to promote awareness of the 
CEDAW in the Kingdom and cover the Jordanian experi- 
ence in its implementation. 

The workshop will also discuss reservations Jordan has 
expressed towards specific articles of the convention and 
explore potential national mechanisms for monitoring its 
execution, the statement said. 

The Jordanian government signed the CEDAW in 
December 1980. however it wasn’t until August of 1992 
that it was ratified by Parliament. 

Nevertheless, Jordan continues to regard three clauses of 
the convention as non-binding as they either contradict 
national law or Islamic Shari ’a, the statement said. 

The clauses in question are ones which proclaim equal 
rights to men and women with respect to the nationality of 
their children and give them freedom to choose their resi- 
dence as well as one which grants women equality in mar- 
riage and its dissolution, responsibility as a parent and the 
right to choose a family name and profession. 

“We are not here just to stress the reservations at the 
workshop," said L amis Nasser, a gender expert and 


CEDAW consultant who is co-organising the workshop. 
“We also want to ensure that other aspects of the CEDAW 
in the areas of education, political participation and 
employment are being implemented.’’ 

The women's movement in Jordan has become increas- 
ingly vocal in the last decade, advocating for changes in 
policies which discriminate against women, the statement 
said. 

Legislation has recently been passed enabling Jordanian 
women to include children, who are still minors, on their 
passports without prior approval from the children's father, 
according to the statement. 

In addition, a Jordanian woman married to a foreigner as 
well as divorced women and widows are now entitled to 
their own official family identification documents. 

In recent years, Jordanian women have begun to take on 
more visible roles in public life, the statement said. 

In 1995. the first woman mayor was elected in the gover- 
nors te of Ajloun, and last year the first female judge was 
appointed. 

Although the Jordanian constitution and the national 
charter stipulate that all citizens, male and female, are equal 
before the Jaw, many women have been hindered from pur- 
suing professional and political roles because of cultural 
and religious traditions, according to the statement. 

The CEDAW workshop will be attended by key members 
of women's groups, non-governmental organisations, Par- 
liament, relevant ministries and the media. 
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Pakistan rejects Indian 
sovereignty over Kashmir 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan Wednesday re-ject- 
ed Indian Prime Minis-ter 
Inder Kumar Gujral's asser- 
tion of Indian sovereignty 
over Kashmir and dismissed 
his offer of talks with 
Kashmiris as unimpressive. 

“Pakistan clearly rejects 
any assertion of Indian sov- 
ereignty over any pan of 
Jammu and Kashmir,” a for- 
eign office spokesman said. 

Mr. Gujral told parliament 
Monday the whole of 
Kashmir is an integral part 
of India and will remain so. 

“This claim flies in the 
face of internationally re- 
cognised disputed status of 
Jammu and Kashmir" the 
spokesman said in a state- 
ment. 

Pakistan holds the northern 
third of Kashmir. The Hima- 
layan state, claimed by both 
countries, has sparked two 


wars since their indepen- 
dence from Britain in 1947. 

Commenting on Mr. Guj- 
ral’s statement on talks with 
militants waging a sepa- 
ratist campaign in the In- 
dian controlled zone of 
Kashmir, the spokesman 
said: “We are not im- 
pressed.” 

Mr. Gujral said during a 
visit to Indian-held Kashmir 
Saturday he was ready for 
unconditional talks with 
Muslim separatists but 
backtracked Sunday by say- 
ing lie would not talk to 
them until they surrendered 
their aims. 

The spokesman said simi- 
lar offers had been made 
previously as well, but 
“these have never inspired 
any confidence in the Kash- 
miri people.” 

The! All Parties Hurxiet 
Conference (APHC) an 


umbrella organisation of 
militant factions, has also 
rejected the offer, he said. 

The spokesman under- 
lined that Mr. Gujral’s visit 
to Kashmir was greeted by a 
“widespread general strike" 
and added Kashmiris had 
also “categorically rejected 
the sham election held 
under the control of Indian 
security forces" last year. 

The Kashmir dispute has 
lasted for 50 years “primar- 
ily because, the Kashmiris 
have been denied their right 
to self determination en- 
shrined in the relevant U.N. 
resolution” the Pakistani 
spokesman said. 

He stressed that Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif s 
initiative for the resumption 
of dialogue with India was 
“imbued with sincerity of 
purpose." 

It was aimed at “seeking a 


Britain’s Cook says Bosnia war 
crimes issue Will not ‘go away’ 


SARAJEVO {R) — British 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook said Tuesday that 
Western powers stood ready 
to take action in former 
Yugoslavia to bring indicted 
war criminals to justice. 

Mr. Cook defended a 
NATO swoop this month on 
two Serbs suspected of war 
atrocities and said the 
British-led operation did 
not represent an attack 
against any national com- 
munity in Bosnia, rebuffing 
Serb complaints. 

“It is our active recogni- 
tion that after the appalling 
events of the recent past, a 
durable peace in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina depends on 
justice being achieved,” Mr. 
Cook told a news confer- 
ence. 

He warned authorities in 
Bosnia's Serb and Muslim- 
Croat entities and in neigh- 
bouring Croatia and Yugo- 
slavia that major powers 
would keep pushing for the 
prosecution of those 
charged by the U.N. war 
crimes tribunal in The 
Hague. 

“The authorities in both 
entities — and in Zagreb 
and Belgrade — should 
now understand that if they 
do not fulfil their obliga- 
tions under international 
law and deliver indictees to 
the Hague, the international 
community is prepared to 
act. 

“This issue will not go 
away." Mr. Cook said. 

A raid this month by Bri- 
tish soldiers on two Serbs 
indicted for war crimes has 
angered ultra- nationalist 
Serb leaders and sparked 
retaliatory bombings 
against international moni- 


tors and NATO peacekeep- 
ing troops. i 

Earlier in the day, Mr. 
Cook exchanged harsh 
word^ on the war crimes 
issue with the Serb member 
of Bosnia’s collective presi- 
dency, Momcilo Krajisnik, 
in talks held in the Sarajevo 
suburb of Lukavica. 

Mr.* Krajisnik said that 
calls for extraditing war 
crimes suspects, including 
former Bosnian Serb Pre- 
sident Radovan Karadzic, 
were counter-productive 
and dangerous. 

“In the Serb republic, Mr. 
Karadzic is not considered 
to be guilty,” said Mr. 
Krajisnik, a loyal ally of Mr. 
Karadzic. 

The U.N. tribunal has 
indicted Mr. Karadzic for 
crimes against humanity in 
connection with the brutal 
1992-95 siege of Sarajevo, 
mass expulsions of Mus- 
lims and Croats, and the 
slaughter of thousands of 
Muslim men from the east- 
ern enclave of Srebrenica, 
the war’s worst atrocity. 

Seventy-eight people have 
been publicly indicted by 
the tribunal — 57 Serbs, 18 
Croats and three Mus-lims. 

Two of these have been 
convicted and sentenced 
and a further eight are in the 
tribunal’s custody. Two died 
before they could stand trial 
and the other 66 remain at 
large. 

The tribunal relies on the 
ex- Yugoslav republics, 
other states or international 
troops in Bosnia to make 
arrests. 

Mr. Cook irritated Bos- 
nian Muslim leaders before 
his arrival when he told a 
British newspaper that some 


of the international aid 
donated to Bosnia had been 
misused by Muslim offi- 
cials. 

He called on Bosnian 
leaders to crack down on 
corruption and provide for 
proper accounting of public 
expenditures, customs rev- 
enues and the use of recon- 
struction aid. 

“It is the 4 basic right of 
peoples in any society 
throughout Europe to know 
how their money is spent,” 
Mr. Cook said. 

Mr. Izetbegovic an- 
nounced plans Monday to 
form a special commission 
to investigate possible fraud 
but demanded Mr. Cook 
provide evidence to back up 
the allegations. 

“If there are some people 
or companies that have for- 
eign private accounts, then 
they have to have names. So 
I asked Mr. Cook to name 
them publicly" Mr. Izet- 
begovic said after meeting 
Mr. Cook. 

Corruption has become an 
explosive post-war issue in 
Bosnia since the president 
of country's Serb Republic. 
Biljana Plavsic, accused her 
rivals last month of running 
smuggling rackets at the 
expense of ordinary people. 

Her detailed allegations 
implicated Mr. Karadzic 
and his allies in Serb tenrito- 
ry as well as some officials 
in the neighbouring Mus- 
lim-Croat federation. 

Mr. Cook was due to fly 
by helicopter to the north- 
western town of Banja Luka 
to meet Plavsic, who is 
locked in a power struggle 
with Karadzic loyalists. 


Radio stations reopen 
after Milosevic pledge 


BELGRADE (R) — Se- 
veral independent radio 
and television stations have 
resumed broadcasting after 
Yugoslav authorities 
returned equipment confis- 
cated in a crackdown earn- 
er this month. 

“Equipment is being re- 
turned in line with the pro- 
mise by l federal telecom- 
munications) Minister 
Dojcilo Radojevic.” inde- 
pendent Belgrade newspa- 
per Nasa Borba quoted a 
telecommunications min- 
istry official as saying. 

Yugoslav authorities 
closed down 76 local radio 
and television stations 
across Serbia earlier this 
month, saying they had no 
operating licences. At least 
five returned to the air- 
waves Tuesday. 

Yugoslav President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic promised 
last week to halt a media 
crackdown and ensure fair 
treatment for political 
rivals in campaigning for 
Serbian presidential and 
parliamentary elections 
scheduled for September 
21 . 

As a result, Mr. Rado- 
jevic said last weekend he 
would postpone bringing 
the operation of local radio 


and television stations into 
line with licensing regula- 
tions until after the elec- 
tions. 

Yugoslav Information 
Minister Goran Malic said 
any moves to regulate the 
chaos in the media before 
the elections “could be 
interpreted as an obstacle 
to preparations for free and 
fair elections”. 

“The delay (in regulating 
the status of broadcasters) 
is a sign of goodwill to 
enable the best possible 
elections " Belgrade news- 
paper Politika "quoted him 
as saying. 

Mr. Milosevic last Thurs- 
day agreed to demands by 
opposition leader Vuk 
Draskovic, including mul- 
ti-party control over the 
electoral process and ac- 
cess to all the media for 
opposition parties, as pre- 
conditions for his partici- 
pation in the autumn elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Draskovic was im- 
mediately granted an un- 
precedented 90-minute in- 
terview on state television 
over the weekend and a 60- 
minute appearance on pro- 
government TV Politika 
Tuesday. 

The United States says 


improved press freedom in 
Serbia is a' key condition 
for better relations between 
Washington and Belgrade, 
which would help end in- 
ternational financiai sanc- 
tions against Yugoslavia. 

Media control is vital to 
Lhe ruling Socialist Party of 
Serbia (SPS) in the run-up 
to the Serbian elections. 
Voters will be choosing a 
successor to Mr. Milose- 
vic. 55. who was sworn in 
as Yugoslav federal presi- 
dent last week after ruling 
Serbia for a decade. 

The opposition says 
state-run television, the 
basic disseminator of infor- 
mation to a population too 
poor to buy newspapers 
regularly, has a heavy pro- 
SPS bias. 

Some opposition parties 
have promised to boycott 
the elections in protest. 

Mr. Milosevic and the 
SPS can now afford to be 
generous to the opposition 
as it poses less of a threat 
than last winter, when huge 
crowds of up to half a mil- 
lion protesters took to the 
streets of Belgrade. 
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peaceful settlement of a dis- 
pute which has bedevilled 
relations between our two 
countries for far too long ” 
Indian and Pakistani for- 
eign secretaries held a sec- 
ond session here last month 
following their maiden 
round in New Delhi in 
March after a break of more 
than three years. 

The Islamabad meeting 
agreed to set up working 
groups to resolve disputes 
including Kashmir. The 
next round is to be held in 
New Delhi in September. 

“We believe that this pro- 
cess offers the best possible 
opportunity for meaningful 
negotiations on all outstand- 
ing issues through the 
agreed mechanism of the 
working groups in future 
rounds of talks.” the Pakis- 
tani spokesman said. 

Efforts to 
end Burma 
refugee crisis 
unproductive 

CHITTAGONG (R) — 
Efforts by the Bangladesh 
government and UNHCR 
relief agency Tuesday to 
resolve a crisis over food 
supplies in camps for 
Burmese refugees failed to 
achieve a breakthrough, 
officials said. 

“We tried to convince the 
refugees at Nayapara and 
Kutupalong camps to call 
off their food strike but 
received no immediate 
assurance." one govern- 
ment official said. 

“We jointly urged the 
thousands of refugees... and 
tried to persuade them (for 
ending the strike) for 
almost- /our hours,” relief 
and repatriation commis- 
sioner, Qamrul Huda said. 

“The outcome would be 
clear tomorrow when we 
will offer them food and 
medicine again. There was 
no immediate break- 
through (today)." he told 
Reuters by telephone. 

Van To Nguyen, the rep- 
resentative of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Re-fugees at Cox’s Bazar 
said: “Huda and myself 
will talk to die refugees at 
both the camps tomorrow 
(again) to request them to 
stop agitating as the gov- , 
eminent already pledged ; 
not to send back anyone 
forcibly." 

Many of Bangladesh's 
21,000 Burmese refugees, 
known as Rohingyas, be- 
gan the food boycott as part 
of their protest against al- 
leged government attempts 
to send them home by force. 

Clashes between police 
and Rohingyas resisting 
repatriation on July 20 left 
nearly 20 people injured, 
forcing authorities to post- 
pone the repatriation from 
the two camps. 

Mr. Van To and Mr. Huda 
visited the camps Tuesday 
after local and foreign 
Non-Government Organi- 
sations (NGOs) reported 
that scores of refugees had 
fallen sick due to virtual 
starvation since July 21. 

“They will talk to the 
militant refugee leaders 
who bad enforced the food 
strike,” one government 
official had earlier told 
Reuters. “We are expecting 
the ice to start melting 
soon,” he added. 

"Forget the repatriation, 
we are now much more ea- 
ger to persuade them to 
take food because any 
death out of starvation 
would trigger a far worse 
situation." one official said. 

The relief and government 
officials reaffirmed to the 
refugees Tuesday that 
Dhaka would not send any- 
one home against tbeir will. 

The UNHCR earlier this 
month lodged a strong pro- 
test with Bangladesh over 
the alleged forcible deporta- 
tion of the refugees from 
camps lining the highway 
from Cox’s Bazar to Teknaf 
in the southernmost tip. 

The refugees were also 
preventing "mothers from 
taking children to medical 
centres in an effort to inten- 
sify their campaign to stay 
in Bangladesh. 
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A car rests on top of another in the middle of a devasted mobile home park on the banks of Spring Creek in Fort 
Cqllins, Colorado. Five women died and at least twenty people are missing in the aftermath of a flash flood caused 
by eight inches of rain in five hours (Renter photo) 

At least 5 people die in Colorado flood 

FORT COLLINS (AFP) — . for 10 people still unac- from cinderbox founda- since there were only three 
At least five people were counted for and clearing the tions. gas lines ruptured and of us on the engine ... One 


dead after torrential rains 
caused massive flooding in 
this small town in northern 
Colorado, officials said. 

Most of the victims were 
in mobile homes that were 
swept away by the flood wa- 
ters - 

Rescuers worked late into 
the night Tuesday looking 


carnage left behind by the 
worst flooding in the state in 
22 years. 

The killer flood began 
building upstream as up to 
20 centimetres of rain 
engorged a small creek bed 
already saturated by three 
days of rain. 

As trailers were ripped 


from cinderbox founda- 
tions. gas lines ruptured and 
fires broke out. 

"It was like a disaster 
movie — raging waters, live 
wires and flames every- 
where, terrified people 
screaming for help." said 
Fire-fighter Jim Pietrange- 
lo, one of the first on the 
scene. 

“We were really worried 
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German officials see signs floods could recede 


BAD FREIENWALDE (R) 
— Officials in the east 
German state of Branden- 
burg began to express hope 
Wednesday that they could 
avert a major flooding dis- 
aster from die swollen River 
Oder on the border to 
Poland. 

Thousands of soldiers, aid 
workers and villagers have 
launched a spectacular 
effort over the past few 
days, fiiriously filling sand- 
bags to prop up sections of 
the water-sodden (tikes. 

“The flood wave that was 
expected last night did not 
arrive,” said a relieved 
spokesman for the Bran- 
denburg Interior Ministry. 
“The water levels could fall 
considerably by Thursday.” 

About 900 soldiers strug- 
gled overnight to support a 
critical section of a dike on 
a 70-kilometres stretch of 
the border along the 
Oderbruch plains region. 

The area, a fertile fanning 
region and the bread basket 


of the former east Germany, 
is extremely vulnerable to 
floods. 

It is separated from the 
higher-lying Oder River 
only by a system of dikes 
built 250 years ago when 
swamps were drained to 
create die huge basin of 
farmland. 

Some of the worst floods 
this century hit Poland and 
the Czech Republic earlier, 
killing 100 people in the 
two countries. No deaths 
have been reported in ’ 
Germany, but homfe, busi- ■ 
nesses and farms have been 
extensively damaged. 

The last time an Oder dike 
was breached in Germany 
was in 1947 near Reitwein 
in the southern part of the 
Oderbruch. The floods then 
destroyed homes and crops 
and resulted in loss of life. 

With the floods of 50 
years ago still fresh in mind, 
local townsfolk from small 
children to grandparents 
have pitched into a battle 


against the rising tide for 
days. 

Many of the 5.000 vil- 
lagers who were evacuated 
from the region last Friday 
returned this week to launch 
a final effort to try to save 
their homes. 

Soldiers working round- 
the-clock shifts filled sand- 
bags to bolster a three kilo- 
metres section of the dike 
near Hohenwutzen in the 
north, where the most criti- 
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numerous spots in the dikes PJIl . 

where water has seeped 
through, making clear that ** 
their foundations reman ■ 
unsteady. 

Officials said the most 
vulnerable spot in the dikes 5,31 
protecting the Oderbruch £ ' 

basin area was still near 
Hohenwutzen. 
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China ’s army frowns on factionalism , slams West 


BEUING tR) — China’s 
army pledged allegiance to 
the Communist Party on the 
eve of its founding anniver- 
sary Wednesday but wanted 
against factionalism within 
its ranks and slammed the 
West for trying to depoliti- 
cise the army. 

“The military must... obey 
the party,” the official Peo- 
ple's Daily said in a front- 
page commentary to mark 
the 70th anniversary of the 
August 1 founding of the 
People's Liberation Army 
(PLA). 

“All the military’s actions 
must follow the orders of 
the party at any time and 
under any circumstances,” it 
said. 

The Communists founded 
the PLA's predecessor, the 
ragtag Red Army, which 
won the Chinese civil war 
and swept the Communists 
to, .power in 1949 after de- 
feating Chiang Kai-Shek's 
nationalist army that fled 


into exile in Taiwan. 

“The reason why our mili- 
tary could grow out of noth- 
ing. grow from small to big 
and from weak to strong... is 
a result of the correct lead- 
ership of the PLA.” said the 
Liberation Army Daily, 
mouthpiece of the military. 

The Liberation Army Dai- 
ly threw its weight behind 
Jiang Zemin, who holds 
China's top three jobs as 
Communist party boss, state 
president and commander- 
in-chief of the army. 

Resolutely upholding 
the authority of the party 
central committee collective 
leadership with Comrade 
Jiang Zemin as the core is in 
the basic interest of the 
party, the state and the peo- 
ple," the newspaper said. 

Mr. Jiang issued an inter- 
nal directive this month, cit- 
ing a wave of crime and cor- 
ruption among its three mil- 
lion troops and urging recti- 
fication. Analysts said the 


bold move by Mr. Jiang 
marked an oven bid to oust 
all challengers to his grasp 
on power into the 21st cen- 
tury. 

Mr. Jiang has been eager 
to assert his authority over 
the army since the death last 
February of paramount 
leader. Deng Xiaoping, who 
made sure that his post at 
the top of the powerful mil- 
itary was the last he relin- 
quished before formally 
retiring in 1990. 

However, Mr. Jiang lacks 
Deng's stature and tight grip 
over the military and nevdr 
served in the army, a quali- 
fication regarded as essen- 
tial in China by the late 
chairman, Mao Zedong who 
said "power grows out of 
the barrel of the gun.” 

The Liberation Army 
Daily warned against fac- 
tionalism that has riven the 
military for decades. 

‘The military must heed 
what rhe party says and 
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Lawyers push for Clinton sex harassment lawsuit 


LITTLE ROCK (R) — 
Lawyers representing Paula 
Jones in her sex harassment 
lawsuit against President Bill 
Clinton urged a Little Rock 
judge Tuesday to push ahead 
with the case despite Mr. 
Clinton’s request that it be 
dismissed. 

Gilbert Davis and Joseph 
Cammarata said their client 
has already waited for more 
than three years to have her 
case heard, and that Mr. 
Clinton's lawyers were try- 
ing to “short circuit” the liti- 
gation with procedural 
manoeuvres. 

In a 99-page filing to U.S. 
district Judge Susan Webber- 
Wright, they said Mr. 
Clinton used his position as 


Arkansas governor to uy to 
pressure Ms. Jones to agree 
to his request for sex at a 
Little Rock hotel in May 
1991. 

“The alleged actions of Mr. 
Clinton and his agents are 
not merely shocking: They 
are also clear abuses of 
power conferred upon Mr. 
Clinton as an official of the 
state of Arkansas.” the attor- 
neys said. 

Earlier this month, Mr. 
Clinton's lawyers flatly 
denied all Ms. Jones' allega- 
tions and asked Judge 
Wright to postpone the dis- 
covery process in the case 
until she ruled on the dis- 
missal motion. 

Ms. Jones, a state employ- 


ee while Mr. Clinton was 
governor, claims she was 
rold by a state trooper to go 
to a hotel room to meet Mr. 
Clinton during a government 
conference and that Mr. 
Clinton exposed himself to 
her inside the room, asking 
her for oral sex. 

Her lawyers said Tuesday 
that Mr. Clinton and the slate 
trooper repeatedly reminded 
Ms. Jones that Mr. Clinton 
was her ultimate boss, plac- 
ing pressure on her to accept 
his request for sex. 

They said Ms. Jones 
refused so Mr. Clinton again 
reminded her of his position 
and admonished her to keep 
quiet about the incident. 

In his response to the law- 


suit, Mr. Clinton earlier 
month “adamantly” denied 
all the charges, saying Parl,^^. 

Jones was motivated by v i,n, c \] 0 'T ; ; 
greed and was collaborating v.7* ' 
with his political enemies in { ^ ec 
an attempt to damage ,?r!,c 

presidency. 3 cam 

Mr. Clinton's lawyers have ^Ptign 

tried to postpone the lawsuit { Jsti c b ' *°R of 
until after he leaves j nfl Uc ' i* 

White House, arguing that 
would distract him from to -0 

presidential duties. _ 

Bul in a landmark ruling- *igp. 

Tlie Supreme Court said in.\ , 
may that Ms. Jones* lawsuit!’ 1 w 

could proceed immediately, e In; er 

Mr. Clinton has until Aug. y - ^ p ' 
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Albanian 
government 
fstces 

mammoth 

task 

TIRANA (R) — Albania's 
new government won over- 
whelming parliamentary 
backing Tuesday for its 
ambitious platform to res- 
tore order in die lawless 
aatioo end cooperate witfj 
aH sides to bofld a future in 
Europe. 

Parliament, dominated by 
the Socialists and their 
allies with 1 19 seals in the 
155- scat chamber, backed 
the programme of the so- 
rialist-led. five -party coali- 
tion fOmDDOB with 114 
votes in favour and none 
against. Three abstained. 

“1 invite you to build alto- 
gether our common Euro- 
pean future, 1 * said Socialist 
Prime Minister Fatos Na- 
no, a 44-year-okl econo- 
mist. thanking the legisla- 
ture for its approval 
The Democratic Party of 
former President Sals Beri- 
sha. which won a meagre 
29 seats in elections last 
month, continued its boy- 
cott of parliamentary pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr. Nano said the gov- 
ernment's aim was to rea- 
lise Albania's potential, "to 
change and really mod- 
ernise this country." 

"We should learn from 
the past but should not re- 
main its slaves and vic- 
tims," Mr. Nano said. "The 
best times for every Al- 
banian and die nation lie in 
its future and not the past.’ 
The international com- 
munity, which helped Al- 
bania stage elections de- 
signed to end months of 
violent unrest, has said 
continuing a policy of na- 
tional unity is a must if for- 
eign aid is to be delivered. 

More than 1,500 people 
have been killed in the 
backward, formerly Stali- 
nist state since chaos erupt- 
ed following the collapse of 
Pyramid investment 
schemes in March. 

Ten people have died in 
the past 24 hours in shoot- 
ings involving some of the 
roughly one million looted 
guns. 

The violence brought 
down the Democratic Party 
government and led to ear- 
ly elections in June in 
which the democrats lost 
out heavily to die socialists. 
The result also led to the 
downfall of Berisha. who 
resigned last week. 

Interior Minister Neman 
Ceka said the police would 
first try to reclaim high- 
ways from gangsters prey- 
ing on travellers, then move 
to crack down cm cri- 
minals who are using some 
southern towns as personal 
fief do ms. 

But the government faces 
a mamm oth task to restore 
peace, particularly in dm 
south and the Adriatic port 
of VI ore, where protests 
over failed investment 
schemes spiralled into anar- 
chy. Another gang shoot-out 
erupted in Vtorc Tuesday. 

The withdrawal from 
Vlore of Italian and Greek 
troops, sent to Albania in 
March as part of a multina- 
tional security force, has 
left the town at the mercy 
of gangs which have taken 
to banting again by day in 
addition to overnight 
Mr. Ceka said police 
were badly in need of bul- 
let-proof vests and other 
equipment that would be 
some of the main priorities 
raised at initial talks in 
Rome Wednesday ahead of 
an aid conference sched- 
uled for October 
Addressing parliament 
for die first time Monday, 
Prime Minister Fatos Nano 
painted a bleak economic 
picture. 

He pledged a campaign 
to halt a further erosion of 
Gross Domestic Product as 
weU as soaring inflation, 
expected to reach up to 50 
per cent by the end of 1997. 

Albania hopes to sign ei- 
ther a one-year stand-by 
agreement or a three -year 
agreement with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) by the end of 1997, 
Finance Minister Arbea 
Malaj said. 

Ml Malq, a Socialist, 
told parliament that an IMF 
team would visit Albania in 
early August 



Helicopter pSot Lieutenant Colonel Horn Sopbal (left), one of four Cambodian air- 
force helicopter crewmembers who were part of an ill-fated mission organised by 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh to negotiate with Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge guerillas, 
speaks at a press conference as Captain Kim Kosal looks on in Phnom Penh July 30, 
after their release from 5 months in prison (Reuter photo) 


More troubles lie ahead for Hong Korig 


HONG KONG (R> — A 
landmark court ruling that 
upheld the legality of a 
China-appointed legislature 
has undermined Hong 
Kong's autonomy after its 
return to Chinese rule, legal 
experts said Wednesday. 

Fresh legal challenges lie 
ahead for the Provisional 
Legislative Council (PLC), 
which has been making 
laws since China resumed 
sovereignty barely a month 
ago. 

An appeals court quashed a 
challenge to the PLC T\ies- 
day and ruled h was legiti- 
mately created by China’s 
parliament, the National 
People’s Congress (NPC). 

A panel of three judges 
said Hong Kong courts had 
no power to rule on the 
legality of the PLC because 
it was appointed by the 
NPC, and ruled that pre- 
handover laws were still in 
force after Britain handed 
its former colony back to 
China on July 1. 

The historic ruling in the 
case, which sprung from a 
criminal conspiracy trial, has 
rescued die post-colonial 
government from a potential 
constitutional crisis — at 
least for the time being, but 
possibly not for long. 

Defence lawyers in the 
criminal case aigued that 
the British common law 
lapsed with the handover 
and that the new legislature 
had foiled to adopt pre-han- 
dover laws, creating a legal 
vacuum. 

Hong Kong University 


Law Professor Yash Ghai 
said the court had handed 
over to China Hong Kong's 
right to a high degree of 
autonomy, a promise en- 
shrined in the Sino-British 
handover treaty, the joint 
declaration. The promise 
had sprung from China’s 
late paramount leader Deng 
Xiaoping, who espoused a 
"one country, two systems” 
formula in China’s handling 
of Hong Kong after the han- 
dover. 

“(It) has effectively de- 
nied any special status for 
Hong Kong within the con- 
stitutional and legal system 
of China." Mr. Ghai wrote 
in the South China Morning 
Posl "Few would have ex- 
pected such a rapid demise 
of "one country, two sys- 
tems.” 

Another law professor. 
Peter Wesley-Smith, said 
the rule of law and the duly 
of courts to uphold Hong 
Kong’s constitution, the 
basic law, stood in jeopardy. 

“They’ve abandoned legal 
arguments. They’ve said 
there is a sovereign entity in 
the new system, the NPC, 
and the courts are helpless 
in front of it," Mr. Smith 
said. “I don't think that 
shows respect for the rule of 
law or the promises made.” 

But Provisional Legislator 
Selina Chow, also a mem- 
ber of the pro-business Li- 
beral Party, welcomed the 
ruling as necessary for 
Hong Kong “to get on with 
life", and the PLC. 

"The judgement has a 


positive effect for our future 
because without it, the dis- 
pute can go on and on as it 
has for the last few months, 
which is not doing Hong 
Kong any good," Ms. Chow 
said. "We should get settled 
and forget about all these 
disputes." 

Tsang Yok-Shing of the 
pro-China Party- Democra- 
tic Alliance for the better- 
ment of Hong Kong, said 
that, "provided the ruling is 
not overturned by the court 
of final appeal, other courts 
should uoi continue to chal- 
lenge the legal status of the 
PLC." 

The court decision domi- 
nated the front pages and 
editorials of Hong Kong 
newspapers, many of which 
predicted more challenges 
ahead for the PLC, first of 
all arising from a new im- 
migration law that threatens 
to deport young Chinese 
immigrants. 

A cartoon in the posl had 
PLC Speaker Rita Fan cele- 
brating with champagne on 
a balcony of the chamber 
and looking askance as a 
fellow legislator whispers to 
her, “one down, more to 
come?" 

“The government won a 
legal battle yesterday, but it 
has not yet won the war,” 
the Hong Kong Standard 
newspaper said. 

“The status of the PLC 
would again be questioned 
when the right of abode of 
illegal immigrant children is 
heard next month,” the 
Economic Times said. 


Albright leaves Asia after blast at Mahathir 


SINGAPORE (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright headed home 
from Singapore Wednesday 
after a visit to southeast 
Asia during which she 
brushed off criticisms of the 
west by Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Moham- 
mad. 

"I think that Dr. Mahathir 
is a case of his own,” she 
said after major regional 
meetings in Malaysia which 
Mr. Mahathir opened with 
an attack on “unscrupulous” 
Western currency specula- 
tors. 

Ms. Albrighr said she felt 
she had struck a resonant 
chord among ASEAN for- 
eign ministers at the 


Malaysia meetings, adding 
that not all members of Mr. 
Mahathir’s generation of 
leaders in their seventies 
shared his perspective. 

“I think, frankly, that I 
articulated what some of 
them bad been thinking and 
were more willing to admit 
than I had expected that the 
process in Burma had been 
slower than they would 
have liked,” she told 
reporters Tuesday. 

The U.S. has urged faster 
progress on democracy and 
human rights in Burma, 
which was formally admit- 
ted into the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) along with Laos 
on July 23. 


Ms. Albright was in 
Singapore for less than 24 
hours after the ASEAN con- 
ferences. She met with 
Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong, Foreign Minister 
Shanmugam Jayakumar and 
former Singapore Prime 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew. 

She cited talks Tuesday 
with Mr. Lee — himself a 
frequent critic of the West in 
general and the U.S. in par- 
ticular — as a highlight of 
her Asian tour. 

Ms. Albright and Singa- 
pore officials said the visit 
had strengthened bilateral 
ties, although she did raise 
human rights issues with 
Mr. Goh. 


Cambodian rebels say Pol Pot 
is finished, Hun Sen is a threat 


PHNOM PENH iR) — Khmer Rouge guerrilla radio said 
Wednesday that reviled rebel leader, Pol Pot was complete- 
ly finished and the main barrier to peace in Cambodia was. 
now Second Prime Minister Hun Sen. 

The clandestine radio, for years (he propaganda mouth- 
piece of the Maoist movement, applauded the Association 
or South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the internation- 
al community for opposing Mr. Hun Sen's July 6 ouster of 
his co- premier. 

“The Pol Pot regime is completely finished. The whole 
world knows that clearly” said the broadcast monitored in 
Phnom Penh. 

V “The whole world can see clearly that the main obstacle 
to solving the Cambodian crisis is the Vietnamese commu- 
nists and Hun Sen. It is not Pol Pot,” the radio said. 

The radio announced last Saturday that Pol Pot had been 
condemned and sentenced to life in detention for his crimes 
against the people and the nation. 

Pol Pot masterminded the 1975-79 “killing fields” regime 
during which more than one million Cambodians died of 
disease, starvation, hard labour or were executed. 

Wednesday's broadcast was the latest in a scries of attacks 
on Mr. Hun Sen, whom the rebels deride as a "puppet” of 
Vietnam. 

Mr. Hun Sen led Cambodia’s Hanoi-backed government 
through the 19S0s and formed a coalition government with 
First Prime Minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh after 
U.N. -supervised elections in 1993. which the Prince nar- 
rowly won. 

Mr. Hun Sen ousted Prince Ranariddh after two days of 
fighting in Phnom Penh early this month. Mr. Hun Sen said 
he was forced to take action because the Prince was bring- 
ing defectors from the Khmer Rouge into the capital to 
strengthen his forces. 

Khmer Rouge radio Wednesday thanked the international 
community foir opposing Mr. Hun Sen’s takeover. 

“The Cambodian nation and people express deep thanks 
to ASEAN and the international comnuinitv...wfao agree 
with each other to oppose the fascist coup of the 
Vietnamese Communists and the puppet Hun Sen and take 
diplomatic, economic and financial measures to condenui 
the coup." Wednesday's broadcast said. 

ASEAN postponed Cambodia’s membership in the 
grouping indefinitely in response to Prince Ranariddh’s 
ouster and the United States suspended its aid to Cambodia 
for 30 days. 

Wednesday’s broadcast appeared to be another attempt by 
the Khmer Rouge to convince the world that the hated Pol 
Pot was really finished. 

American journalist Nate Thayer of the Far Eastern 
Economic Review witnessed Pol Pot’s show trial Friday. 
Video footage that he took of the trial, aired by ABC-news, 
shows a white-haired and frail Pol Pot watching the pro- 


ceedings with apparent disinterest. 

Mr. Hun Sen dismissed Pol Pot's trail as a political game. 

Some political analysts said the guerrillas who broke with 
Pol Pot were hoping to strike a deal with Prince 
Ranariddh's royalist troops, who have been clashing inter- 
mittently with Mr. Hun Sen’s forces since Prince 
Ranariddh's ouster. 

‘The trial is meant to tell the world that Pol Pol is over so 
there’s no need for an international trial and everyone will 
foiget about him ” a Thai general monitoring Cambodian 
politics told Reuters in Thailand. 

“It was a show trial so the rest of the Khmer Rouge can 
join the royalists in fighting Hun Sen." he said. 

U.S. Secretary of Slate Madeleine Albright said in 
Singapore Tuesday that Pol Pot was a war criminal w’ho 
must face a trial that was internationally acceptable. 

Ms. Albright said U.S. officials were “exploring different 
ways to ensure that whatever trial there is. is appropriate, 
legal and valid in terras of the international community'." 

Meanwhile Four pilots held for five months by the noto- 
rious Khmer Rouge in a malarial comer of Cambodia said 
Wednesday they thought they. would be killed after 10 col- 
leagues were shot in an ambush. 

TTie pilots, three of whom flew into Phnom Penh Tuesday 
after their families gave them up for dead, had flown a gov- 
ernment negotiating team to a northern Khmer Rouge 
stronghold to pick up defectors from the Maoist guerrilla 
movement. 

But the mission went disastrously wrong w hen 10 mem- 
bers of the 15-strong team were gunned dow n in the jungle 
minutes after being embraced by the Khmer Rouge officers 
who had welcomed them to the area, they said. 

“When our helicopter landed, the Khmer Rouge emb- 
raced the deputy governor of Siem Reap province (the team 
leader) and the negotiators and then took 10 of them to the 
jungle,” Commander Horn Sophal told a news conference. 

“After that I heard gunfire from everywhere," he said. “I 
could not see the bullets but I heard heavy firing. 

‘Two of the Khmer Rouge who bad stayed behind ran to 
our helicopter and asked us to turn off the engines which we 
had left running. 

“We refused, they pointed their guns at us and confiscat- 
ed all weapons in the helicopter and tied our hands," he said 
as he sat dressed in an air force uniform along with three of 
his escaped comrades. 

The four air force officers and a negotiator, who has not 
returned here, were among the relatively small number of 
people kidnapped by the often ruthless Khmer Rouge rebels 
to live to tell their story, observers said. 

The five were freed by the Khmer Rouge on July 6 after 
being held near the village where shadowy Khmer Rouge 
leader Pol Pot was seen by a foreigner last week for the first 
time in nearly two decades. 


Key figure in Mexican army drug scandal murdered 


GUADALAJARA (R) — A 
woman recently identified 
as a key link betweeti alleg- 
edly corrupt Mexican ar-my 
officials and drug traffickers 
was murdered Tues-day, 
officials said. 

Irma Lizeth Ibarra Nava- 
ja, a 44-year-old lawyer, 
was gunned down by a man 
riding a motorcyle at a 
street qomer in the western 
city of Guadalajara, author- 
ities said. She later died in a 
hospital. 

Her murder is the latest 
twist in a saga linking 
Mexico's armed forces to 
the multibiliion-dollar ille- 
gal drug trade, after the 
army had been given a 
much higher profile in the 
war on drugs in recent 
months. 

Witnesses said Ibarra ar- 
rived at the intersection in a 
gray pickup truck when “a 
subject travelling on a mo- 
torcycle shot a firearm,” 


Sergio Villa, a spokesman 
for the Jalisco state attorney 
general’s office, told 
Reuters. 

“Six 9 millimetre Shell 
casings were found at the 
scene,” he said. 

According to purportedly 
secret army documents pub- 
lished by the Mexican news 
magazine Pioceso Sunday, 
Ibarra maintained liaisons 
with a number of high-level 
army officers, while 
answering to two major 
drug traffickers. 

The army documents were 
leaked to Proceso during an 
army investigation against 
two officers who were 
caught illegally copying 
them from computer disks 
for unspecified reasons. 

Hours after the Proceso 
report appeared, the army 
admitted that 34 mostly 
retired officers have been 
arrested this year "for their 
presumed responsibility in 


drug trafficking or for col- 
laborating in it.” 

Ibarra was a “contact 
between groups of drug 
traffickers and commanders 
of the 15th military zone," 
the magazine said, citing 
the army documents. 

That military zone was 
once commanded by Gen. 
Jesus Gutierrez Rebollo, 
who was arrested and 
charged in February with 
being on the payroll of 
Mexico's most warned drug 
kingpin, the late Amado 
Carrillo Fuentes. 

The array documents cited 
in Proceso said Ibarra may 
have answered to Ernesto 
Fonseca Carrillo, the uncle 
of Canillo Fuentes. 

She also frequently visited 
in her apartment with Gen. 
Juan Felix Tapia Garcia, 
who was signalled in the 
Proceso report as a key pro- 
tector of Fonseca Carrillo. 

Ibarra also visited private- 


ly with a number of other 
generals and even bought a 
house together with one of 
them, the magazine said. 

The Proceso report named 
generals and other top offi- 
cers who in the last six 
years were allegedly given 
cars and other expensive 
gifts from drug lords in 
exchange for protection. 

Earlier Tuesday, Mexican 
police detained for ques- 
tioning the lawyer who is 
defending the jailed General 
Gutierrez Rebollo. 

The lawyer, Tomas Arturo 
Gonzalez, was called to 
appear before authorities on 
accusations that he attempt- 
ed to bribe witnesses, the 
Mexican attorney general’s 
office said. 

Mr. Gonzalez is one of 
four men defending 
Gutierrez Rebollo, die for- 
mer head of the national 
institute for combating 
drugs. 


Haitian foreign minister survives attack by gunmen 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
Gunmen opened fire on a 
car carrying Haitian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Fritz Long- 
champs, but he escaped un- 
harmed, police said Tues- 
day. 

The assailants shot into the 
car cm a Port-Au-Prince 
street late Monday, smashing 
its windows, and fled when 
the minister’s bodyguards 


returned fire, police said. 

"He’s lucky because he 
usually doesn’t go around 
with his security, but last 
night he did," Haitian 
National Police spokesman 
Felder Jean-Baptiste said. 

President Rene Preval and 
his new wife went to visit 
the minister after the attack, 
police said. . 

Last week. Joseph Exume, 


a former justice minister 
under ex-Presidem Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide was shot 
in the abdomen by attackers 
who stole his car, Jean- 
Baptiste said. 

Police said there was no 
evidence linking the two 
attacks. 

The United Nations Secu- 
rity Council was expected 
to decide soon on a request 


from Mr. Preval to extend 
the mandate of U.N. peace- 
keepers by four months. 
The mandate was scheduled 
to expire Thursday. 

Haitian officials have said 
they do not believe the Hai- 
tian national police force, 
formed shortly after the 
restoration of democratic 
rule in the fall of 1994, was 
ready to maintain the peace. 


Blazing Croat 
resort island 
imposes state 
of emergency 

ZAGREB (R) — Firefigh- 
ters struggled to contain a 
huge forest fire on the Croat- 
ian resort island of Hvar and 
authorities have imposed a 
state of emergency in the po- 
pular Adriatic holiday desti- 
nation, state radio said 
Tuesday. 

The flames, whipped by 
strong winds, had swallowed 
almost 1,500 hectares of 
pine forest, brush and laven- 
der fields since the fire broke 
out around midday Monday, 
it said. 

‘The fire has not yet been 
brought under control al- 
though we are doing what 
we can to contain it,” a 
police official in the town of 
Hvar told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

Several of the 500 firemen 
were said to have sustained 
minor injuries in the rooming. 


Russian government faces ‘total war’ from media backers 


MOSCOW (R) — The 
Russian government faced a 
growing crisis Tuesday as 
media run by powerful busi- 
nessmen who backed Boris 
Yeltsin's re-election cam- 
paign turned on top minis- 
ters, accusing them of cor- 
ruption in the sale of state 
assets. 

Boris Nemtsov, the young 
reformer and possible presi- 
dential contender, was sin- 
gled out for attack after 
Friday’s sale of a quarter of 
the state telephone compa- 
ny. He hit back at his critics, 
accusing them of “bandit 
capi talism” and “blackmail 
by media.” 

"Total information war*’ 
was business daily Kom- 
mersant's view of the mud- 
slinging after a consortium 
led by banker and former 
cabinet minis ter, Vladimir 
Potanin, 36, and including 
U.S. financier, George So- 
ros, won the share tender for 
Svyazinvest 

Kremlin sources said con- 
taining the feud was a prior- 


ity for the government and 
for Mr. Nemtsov’s fellow 
First Deputy Premier Ana- 
toly Chubais, the powerful 
economic reform chief who 
ran Mr. Yeltsin’s campaign. 

The row has destroyed 
any semblance of solidarity 
among the group of busi- 
nessmen who quietly rallied 
their media muscle and 
money behind Mr. Yeltsin to 
prevent a communist victo- 
ry last July. 

Insiders say their reward 
was state assets at knock- 
down prices. But relations 
among them have wors- 
ened, with several disputes 
over murky state auctions 
ending up in the courts. 

Most worrying now for 
ministers, one political 
source said, was that so 
many big banking and 
media interests were lining 
up against (he government 
and Mr. Potanin, the head of 
Unexim Bank. 

Mr. Nemtsov, in an inter- 
view published Tuesday by 
a newspaper in which Mr. 


Potanin has a stake, said the 
government was determined 
it would no longer share out 
"free assets" among the 
“group of seven bankers” 
Some of them might there- 
fore try to force him from 
office, he said, or cut a deal 
with the opposition. 

"They are going to fight 
os with all they have. Right 
up to us having to quit,” Mr. 
Nemtsov told Komsomols- 
kaya Pravda. “The interests 
of some finance-media 
groups could merge with the 
interests of the Communists 
and fascists." 

Mr. Nemtsov, a telegenic 
37-year-old liberal, was 
summoned by Mr. Yeltsin to 
clean up government and 
the economy in March. 

“When I started work, the 
president and I agreed ... 
There would be no more 
bandit capitalism," Mr. 
Nemtsov told reporters in 
the central city of Chebok- 
sary Tuesday. “We will take 
a civilised path and will 
hold honest sales of state 


assets.” 

Mr. Nemtsov said Mr. 
Potanin’s group won the 
Svyazinvest auction fairly 
with the highest bid. It 
would allow the govern- 
ment to pay its wage debts 
to doctors and soldiers. Bur 
the losers, he alleged, had 
wanted an old-style back- 
room carve-up on the cheap. 

Senior political sources 
said the losing consortium 
was led by Russian tycoons 
Vladimir Gusinsky, who 
controls NTV television and 
Sevodnya newspaper, and 
Boris Berezovsky. 

Mr. Berezovsky said he 
suspended his business 
interests when Mn Yeltsin 
named him to the Kremlin 
Security Council last De- 
cember. His empire includes 
Nezavisimaya Gazeta daily 
and a large stake in ORT 
television, in which the state 
also owns 51 percent. 

Mr. Berezovsky has not 
commented on the Svyaz- 
invest deal. Mr. Gusinsky’s 
Most group hotly rejected 


Mr. Nemtsov's allegations. 

NTV, ORT, Nezavisimaya 
and Sevodnya carried bitter 
attacks on Mr. Potanin, Mr. 
Nemtsov and Privatisation 
Minister Alfred Kokh. 

NTV, which has generally 
supported the liberal re- 
forms. said unnamed ban- 
kers were using privatisa- 
tion to raise hinds for a 
presidential campaign by 
Mr. Nemtsov in the year 
2000: “Everyone needs 

money but above all those 
who thirst for power need 
it.” 

ORT television presenter 
Sergei Dorenko told Kom- 
mersant Tuesday that Mr. 
Nemtsov was “twitching” 
like a “cockroach." 

A senior government 
source said Mr. Chubais 
personally turned down 
pleas from Mr. Berezovsky 
and Mr. Gusinsky that they 
be awarded Svyazinvest, 
“Chubais told them those 
days are over," he said. 

The media have yet to 
attack Mr. Chubais, howev- 


. er. He is seen as a King 
maker at the next election, 
but not a candidate himself. 

The economic outcome of 
the latest row is far from 
clear. 

Several other big sales are 
coming up, including the 
Rosneft oil company and 38 
per cent of Norilsk Nickel, 
one of the world's biggest 
metals producers. Unexim 
■Bank will auction it for the 
government. Norilsk stock 
slumped 17 per cent 
Tuesday when it announced 
plans to double its capital 
by issuing new shares. 

At a political level, one 
Kremlin source even fore- 
cast that Mr. Nemtsov might 
be deliberately put in a tight 
spot by his Kremlin allies to 
test his mettle as a possible 
presidential candidate. 
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U.S. expected 


to actjwisely 


WASHINGTON APPEARS poised for a 
game of Russian roulette with the 
Palestinians by hinting that it may not be 
able to extend the law that allowed it to 
contact and deal with the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). The U.S. 
State Department is sending signals that 
under the prevailing conditions it cannot 


certify that the PNA is fulfilling its oblig- 
ations as stipulated in the Oslo accords. 


a lions as stipulated in the Oslo accords. 
While it is possible that the Palestinians 
are unable to implement everything 
asked of them as per the accords, this is 
the worst possible' time to tighten the 
noose around their necks. Whatever is 
the extent of the PNA's non-observance 
of the peace agreements with Israel, it is 
marginal in comparison with Israel’s 
repudiation of the most basic elements in 
the agreements. Had the U.S. chosen to 
apply meaningful sanctions against 
Israel for continuing its colonisation of 
Palestinian lands and clear denunciation 
of all the salient features of the accords, 
we may perhaps understand President 
Clinton’s decision to use his clout against 
the parties in order to move them closer 
to an early agreement on all outstanding 
issues. 

The PNA is beleaguered by an expand- 
ing set of factors both internal and exter- 
nal that render it most vulnerable. To 
weaken it even further, without a viable 
Palestinian authority in place, would 
mean that the much awaited peace talks 
between the Palestinians and the Israelis 
will never come to fruition. 

Washington is expected to act prudent- 


ly and wisely whenever an opportunity 
presents itself for applying pressure on 


presents itself for applying pressure on 
the concerned parties in an even and bal- 
anced manner. The Clinton administra- 
tion is therefore called upon to race 
against time and extend the necessary 
legislation so that the peace process may 
be saved yet another hurdle. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER For A1 Dustour expressed the view that 
despite a decision by the Muslim Brotherhood and the 
Islamic Action Front Party to boycott the 1997 elec- 
tions. the elections will take place as the majority of 
people are convinced of the need to pursue the path of 
democracy. Mohammad Daoud said that with the 
exception of the Islamists, the other political parties 
carry no real weight to influence the public and per- 
suade people to refrain from voting. Even the Muslim 
Brotherhood has lost much of its lustre in the wake of 
reports about internal splits and divisions, on the one 
hand, and due to their failure in the past to influence 
the government's actions or persuade the government 
to rescind temporary laws or scrap Jordan's peace 
treaty with Israel, according to the writer. He said the 
Islamic movement has lost much of its popularity and 
credibility for its failure to force the government to 
change its position on many issues and. therefore, this 
movement is most unlikely to influence the public and 
convince it to remain away from the polling stations in 
November. The Islamists' cpll for the boycott, said the 
writer, has. to date, failed even to convince all the 
opposition parties to follow their example, as these 
parties ore still studying the situation and hoping to 
hold a dialogue with the government to reach a com- 
promise and a way out of the present deadlock. 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily reflected on the rejoic- 
ing witnessed in Jordan over the national soccer 
team's success in winning the gold in the Pan-Arab 
Games. Fahed Fanek said the success of the team was 
instrumental in uniting the Jordanian people and in 
displaying cohesion and unity in a manner not seen for 
over 30 years. People instantly went out into the 
streets and public squares, cheering and dancing all 
night to celebrate the victory, and die national teams 
were showered with gilts and financial donations from 
different companies and organisations, noted the 
writer. He said that the success fused the people of 
■Iordan of various origins in a united national cast, with 
affiliation to the Jordanian identity. The scene of 
rejoicing resembled that which overwhelmed the 
Jordanians in the wake of the Karameh battle when all 
citizens of Jordan were swept by pride and euphoria 
on seeing their armed forces achieve a great feat on the 
battleground, the writer added. The fact that the teams 
and the general public congratulated the King on this 
success reflected the true feeling of the people towards 
their leader who acts as a symbol of national unity, 
according to the writer. He said national unity is 
enhanced and patriotism is strengthened when 
achievements in the economic, social, political and 
sports fields are achieved. 


View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Our behaviour in good and bad times 


OCCASIONS, HAPPY or sad. in our part of the world 
bring out the best in us, and the worst Such duality — sen- 
sitivity, generosity, altruism, sacrifice and support on the 
one hand, and selfishness, carelessness, irresponsibility, 
rudeness and even meanness on the other — is reflected in 
nearly all occasions: births, circumcisions, weddings, out- 
ings, sports competitions, elections, festivals, funerals, 
crises, etc. 

Take the two occasions which attracted public attention 
in the past two weeks: the announcement of the tawjihi 
results and the triumph of the Jordanian soccer team in 
Lebanon. 

Both are occasions which call for some rejoice and cele- 
bration. Despite our reservations about the tawjihi (the 
trauma it puts students and parents through before, during 
and after the announcement of results; the somewhat 
unfair principle of deciding the fate of an individual stu- 
dent on the basis of one grade, determined by one exam at 
the end of twelve years of study; the pain it causes to those 
students who either get less than they expect or fail one 
year after another, etc.), those who pass it successfully 
(and are happy with the result they get) have the right to 
celebrate. After all. they have worked hard, have been sub- 
jected to immense pressure, have been through something 
unprecedented, unique and important For those who pass 
successfully and satisfactorily, there is a sense of achieve- 
ment and a real cause for rejoice. 

As for the victory of the Jordanian soccer team (and that 
of the other gold, silver and bronze medalists), it is not a 
normal event. The team had its many problems in the past 
and. most often, disappointed us in both pan-Arab and 
international competitions. Lebanon was not only a happy 
exception to many disappointing performances in the past 
and a story of success, it also epitomised and incarnated 
what we have been desiring for decades. It seems that 
wise management (rare in this part of the word), thorough 
preparation and determination based on hard woTk and 
sweat have finally paid off. The team did not only win; it 


won deservedly. Unlike in most games in the past, it 
played beautifully and we derived real joy watching. This 
''-is the level of performance we want 

The two occasions have also shown us, as in the case of 
many other occasions, a nice, praiseworthy aspect of our 
society and culture. With respect to the tawjihi, such nice- 
ty is reflected in the genuine support relatives and friends 
show to those students who pass successfully and (in many 
cases) to those who do not make it. There is a real sense of 
solidarity which is unforgettable. 

The same sense of solidarity and support have emerged 
strongly (though this time at the national level) in die 
aftermath of the victory of the soccer team. The solidarity 
and victory are not only visible in the many spontaneous 
forms of celebration that took place afterwards, but in the 
many donations which individuals and institutions 
pledged to the betterment of the lot of sports in our part of 
the world. 

Such happy image and such positive behaviour, howev- 
er, have been immensely undercut by a negative, subver- 
sive and harmful form of rejoice expressed equally force- 
fully in both occasions: namely, the shooting of bullets. 
The morning the tawjihi results were announced and the 
evening the soccer team won the championship one 
thought one was on a battlefield; the sounds of bullets 
whizzing and guns and automatic rifles thundering. 

I am not going to echo here the sentiments of the major- 
ity: condemnation of the habit as “uncivilised" because 
such sentiment has been frilly expressed, whether in infor- 
mal gatherings or formally through the media. What I wish 
to emphasise is the harm that has been done: the death and 
injury of some people and the fright of others. There have 
been casualties: individuals sitting comfortably in their 
verandas or rooms receiving stray bullets. Several people 
closed windows and shutters for hours and prevented their 
children, and themselves, either from going out or from 
looking outside windows. 

Dearly, there is an irony here: celebration is supposed to 


be a time of happiness and fun, not death, injury or fright. 
The more important thing to emphasise here is the fact 


that we have been condemning this bad habit (of shooting 
bullets) for decades. It was, as far as I personally remem- 


ber, an issue in the sixties, seventies, eighties and nineties 
of this century. Do not shoot bullets; it is not a civilised 
habit; it causes harm to others; we appeal to our citizens to 
exercise care and caution or refrain from practising this 
habit All these statements, we have been hearing for 
decades now. 

Well, it is obvious that we have failed to tackle this prob- 
lem and to solve (L In fact, this bad habit seems to be thriv- 
ing and prospering as time goes. It is also obvious that our 
approach to it has not been successful. Appeals to tire con- 
science of our citizens (whether it is about shooting bul- 
lets, conserving water, or safe motoring) clearly do not 
bring about results. So, what officials as well institutions 
concerned want to do? Dearly, we need to change our 
approach. Preaching does not seem to work. 

I believe that such a practice is a serious violation and 
crime: against the safety, security, privacy of the majority. 
I do not believe that there is an ultimate difference 
between a person who aims bullets at others deliberately (a 
robber, a kidnapper, an assassin, etc.) and one who shoots 
at random and kills, injures, or scares others. The outcome 
is the same. 

What is most upsetting perhaps is that while bullet 
shooters are considered violators, deranged people, or 
criminals in others societies, in ours (despite our condem- 
nation of the act) they are considered normal people. This 
is scary. 

I wish that in this society of ours, at this point in time, 
we say something, follow it through, implement it, and do 
it effectively. Can’t we really (I mean, can't our concerned 
institutions) bring an end to tins habit if they seriously 
want? I believe they can. But there has been more lip-ser- 
vice and baring preaching than actual work and forceful 
implementation of the law. 


In Israel * old style 
army -worship is waning ’ 


By G. H. Jansen 


HUNDREDS OF 18- 
y ear-old Israeli secondary 
school leavers are con- 


verging on army recruit- 
ment centres for the 
annual summer conscript 
draft. And one year after 
the army registered a dra- 
matic drop in recruit 
1 motivation, 80 per cent 
are requesting combat 
units. Tbe array com- 
mand credits the revival 
in motivation to a public- 
ity campaign the army, 
the most important insti- 
tution in the Jewish state, 
felt compelled to launch 
since last summer. 

In a penetrating and 
analytical paper on “The 
Role of the Army in 
Israeli Jewish Society” 
delivered in May this 
year to the Royal Institute 
of Internationa] Affairs 
(Chatham House) in 
London, the Israeli poly- 
math, Dr. Israel Shahak. 
professor emeritus of the 
Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, made some 
very important and 
salient points. Salient 
because, as the doctor 
correctly remarked, it is 
impossible to understand 
the Israeli Jewish society 
unless you know about 
the army. 

Truth telling has made 
Dr. Shahak. perhaps, the 
least popular member of 
that society. He is tolerat- 
ed only because of his 
intellectual brilliance and 
because he is a survivor 
of the Nazi death camp at 
Belson; his death camp 
number is tattooed on the 
inside of his left arm. 
This is his passport to 
respectability and proof 
of Jewish inviolability. 
But his death camp expe- 
riences have not made 
him immune to criticism. 

Dr. Shahak ‘s main con- 
tention is that Israel, 
where he has chosen to 
live and work for the past 
55 years, is not the literal 
open-minded state he 
would like it to be. And 
the main reason why 
Israel is not liberal is that 
it is an excessively mili- 
tarised state where the 
upper and middle classes 
and the intellectual elite 
indulge in what he calls 
“army-worship” which 
he roundly condemns. 
Indeed, it is a matter of 
honour for members of 
the elite to yolunteer for 
the most se&ctive of the 
elite units in the armed 
forces. He grades these as 
follows: paratroops and 
commandos: aniUery and 
armour: infantry, prefer- 
ably, the better known 


units such as the Golani 
and Givati brigades to 
which are assigned the 
most difficult and danger- 
ous tasks and which take 
the heaviest casualties; 
frontier guards; adminis- 
trative units. 

The Israeli army is a 
distinctive combination 
of compulsion and volun- 
teer sendee. National ser- 
vice — three years for 
men and two years for 
women — is compulsoiy, 
but once enrolled the sol- 
dier can volunteer for ser- 
vice in the various units. 
Not all are accepted for 
service in an elite unit, 
only about one in 20. 
They must pass a series 
of stringent and even bru- 
tal physical and mental 
tests over many months. 
As a result, even trying to 
become an elite soldier is 
considered to be a privi- 
lege and an honour. 
Acceptance carries enor- 
mous prestige in Israeli 
Jewish society while fail- 
ure to pass selection is 
punished in such a way as 
to inflict the maximum 
humiliation on the candi- 
date. The quality of the 
unit the soldier has served 
in during his army career 
governs the rest of his 
life, including university 
entrance, job or marriage. 
To be described as “an 
elite soldier” is equiva- 
lent in Israeli Jewish soci- 
ety to holding a title of 
knighthood. Which is 
why all officers of higher 
rank, and all commanders 
of units, large or small, 
wear paratroopers wings, 
even if they are not para- 
troopers. 

An Israeli novelist has 
written of the self-con- 
tented primitivism pro- 
duced by passing these 
tests: “The enjoyment of 
such strains and humilia- 
tions points to a streak of 
masochism buried in the 
heart of the Israeli Jewish 
male.” 

The basic training and 
testing may last nine 
months but can be as long 
as 18 months. The entire 
process is kept strictly 
secret so that the rest of 
the world, and especially 
the Arabs, remain igno- 
rant of the sort of soldier 
the Israeli army produces: 
hard and brutal because 
that is what he has been 
trained to be. The training 
of the Israeli combat sol- 
dier rests on the same 
operative rules that the 
Israeli army applies to 
Palestinians living under 
occupation: collective 

punishment, humiliation 
and physical pressure. 

An important part in 


this army training is 
played by sleep depriva- 
tion and food deprivation. 
Training in some units 
begins with a week dur- 
ing which the soldier is 
not allowed to sleep at 
all: so that soldiers say 
they go through the train- 
ing “in a haze.” And food 
deprivation is no less 
severe: the prevailing 
impression of the training 
period for the Israeli sol- 
dier is one of being con- 
tinuously hungry — fol- 
lowed by abundant good 
food after the training 
period. It is no wonder 
that a favourite form of 
punishment imposed on 
the Palestinians is “clo- 
sure” and blockade when 
provisions are stopped at 
the border of the enclaves 
so food is in short supply 
for the whole community. 

The end result of this 
sort of training is nothing 
less than a “personality 
change.” For the combat 
soldiers undergoing train- 
ing, war is welcome as a 
release from the hardship 
of training. To shake off 
the effects of this army 
“education” and its sado- 
masochistic tendencies 
many Israeli soldiers 
choose to travel abroad to 
remote areas — India and 
the hinterland of China 
are current favourites. 

The fact that the youth 
of Israel voluntarily sub- 
mits to the rigours of this 
sort of training “perhaps 
constitutes the greatest 
strength of the Israeli 
army," says Dr. Shahak. 
He also speaks of certain 
genera] characteristics of 
the army as a whole 
which are noteworthy. 


There is the enormous 
lengqi of time Israelis 


spend in tbe army in addi- 
tion jto the three years of 
national service. Reserve 
service is supposed to last 
30 days a year but can be 
extended to 135 days, 
even for university stu- 
dents. According to the 
lowest estimate, a Jewish 
male “civilian” from the 
middle and upper class 
can spend four to seven 
years of his adult life in 
the reserves after his 
compulsory three-year 
service. And some 
Israelis may even spend 
7-15 years in the array. 
This naturally affects the 
quality of the whole 
Israeli society. Similarly, 
more money is spent on 
the army during peace 
time than when there is a 
threat of war. 

Paradoxically, the peri- 
od of service becomes 
longer when a threat to 
Israel is diminished by a 


victory. For example, 
after the 1973 war, Israel 
kept half a million sol- 
diers, conscripts as well 
as reservists, mobilised 
for six months. This 
makes it obvious that the 
claims about “threats to 
the very "existence of the 
Jewish stare" are so much 
propaganda. 

After the 1973 war, the 
Israeli army was trans- 
formed by a massive 
infusion of U.S. cash and 
materiel. Israel increased 
expenditure even for wars 
which it did not fight — 
like the Iraq-Iran war — 
and after the “peace” 
reached with the 
Palestinians and Jordan. 
The Israeli army also 
incorporated U.S. doc- 
trine along with U.S. 
equipment, to its detri- 
ment. For it is no longer 
the fighting force it once 
was. Pan of the problem 
is affluence, pan is that 
many Israelis are not con- 
vinced of the need to 
maintain the occupation 
of the West Bank. Gaza, 
the Golan and southern 
Lebanon. And there is the 
fact that surviving array 
training and securing a 
place in an elite unit has 
become an end in itself. 
The men want to be in a 
combat unit but not fight 
and die for their country. 

As a result, old style 
army-worship is waning. 
For example, the Israelis 
did not defeat the 
Palestinians during tbe 
intifada. Regular Israeli 
troops are doing badly in 
current confrontations in 
Gaza, the West Bank and 
southern Lebanon 
because Droops recoil 
from face-to-face 

encounters and the army 
command is less effi- 
cient While the officer 
corps grew it became 
bureaucratised: die num- 
ber of colonels per 
10,000 lower ranks is j 
twice as many in the I 
Israeli army as in the U.S. 
army. This means that 
Israel now has an officer 
caste. And a well-paid 
one at that More than 
half of military expendi- 
ture is on salaries and 
pensions. This can be 
attributed to lavish mili- 
tary aid which has made 
Israel not stronger but 
weaker. 

Indeed, when it comes 
to face-to-face confronta- 
tion between Israeli and 
Arab soldiers on the field 
of battle, it is the Arabs 
who do better because, 
according to tbe 
Napoleonic dictum, “in 
war the spiritual is to the 
material as three to one.” 


LETTERS 
Well done! 


To the editor: 


I, AND many of my friends, would like to congratulate 
and thank- the Jordan Times for the great job it did in 
covering die Pan-Arab Games. 

The newspaper's coverage was of particular help to 
those who could not go attend the games or watch them 
live on TV. 

I would also like to take the occasion and extend con- 
gratulations to Jordan's national soccer team for its 
achievement as well as to all the athletes who marig 
Jordanians proud. 


Ripia Chadircfai, 

Amman. 


Sorrow in happiness 


To die Editor: 


THERE ARE numerous ways in which a person can 
express feelings of happiness and joy. Recently Jordan 
has witnessed some occasions calling for celebration: 
tawjihi results were released and many students who 
passed it had reason to be happy, including parents, 
family members and friends. Those happy and proud 
people wanted to express their happiness; unfortunate- 
ly, of all the ways to express their emotions, they chose 
the worst and most dangerous: firing bullets into the 
air. Some bullets ended up banning innocent people. 

On July 27, Jordan's soccer team won the gold medal 
at the Pan- Arab Games in Beirut. The pride I felt see- 
ing my country's flag high in die skies of Lebanon was 
more than words could express. How did I express my 
happiness? Just like any rational h uman being would: I 
broke into tears, I clapped and congratulating everyone 
around me. I did not go out in the streets firing bullets 
because I thought that tbe happiness of some should 
not cause the sorrow of others. 


Jomana W. Karadsheh, 
Amman. 


Will to win 


To the Editor: 


WINNING THE final soccer game ar the Pan-Arab 
Games proved again that the most important ingredient 
in any achievement lies within us, the people. 

We always attribute the success of other nations to 
their n a t u r al resources, and we totally ignore that peo- 
ple are tbe most valuable resource for any -nati on. The 
game proved that the willingness of the national team 
to win was enough to make diem win, even when 
knowing that the other team is better prepared, better 
trained and better equipped for such competitions. 

The Kingdom's team selection was based on talent, 
qualifications and the players’ own abilities to perform. 
Co mm a n ding such a performance is attributed to plac- 
ing the right person in the right place, thus providing 
results that were exemplary to everyone involved, to 
the satisfaction of the country as a whole 

Congratulations to the team for such a proud and 
momentous victory. 


Samer F. Qnbain, 
Amman. 


The Jordan Junes welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for publication should contain the 
writer’s full name and preferably address as welL 
Names can be withheld upon request but only under 
special circumstances . Letters are subject to editing 
and abridging. 
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society on the Move 



Scholarship and sports tin? the wu » rAn »wi. Starting 
with the Higher Council for Science and Technology, 
where Osanut Khalidi lta\ been made a member of the 
council, those rinse to the situation say he is the maestro 
who will bring the orchestra fit to harmony. Last spring 
when Prime Minister Abdul Sulam Mnjuli brought then 
HCST Secretary General Hum Math to heutl the mega 
Ministry of Industry, Trade and Supply,- inn in-house offi- 
cials were named to split his responsibilities. Eluded 
Shreideh ntu charged with the scientific guardianship, 
and Nancy Bakir with the administrative. Dr. Khutidi’x 
mandate is to invrsee the activities of the secret ntiiU of the 
HCST. .4 lo h pnijile mat:, and tt biochemist. Hi. Kluilifti 
taught for 25 years at the Aturtnisn University of Betrui. 
His special interest lies in rditi at ion. am! thus he estab- 
lished the masters and do* haul programmes in bun hem- 
istry at A UB. Later he went to Bahrain and hrljwd estab- 
lish a new medual school whit'll used the McM aster* 
University sytem of teaching, that is. without lecturing. 
Dr. Khalidi also introduced new industries to Bahrain 
when he worked for the Gulf states ministry of develop- 
ment. He is one of the founding members of the Royal 
Scientific Society and has written several aniclcs and 
hooks in his field. 

•*** 


SAY AH: Westward 

actons the Atlantic, the 
Ha n urd School of 

Dental Medicine has 
presented Jordanian 
dentist Sumer Zavi aideh 
with its 1997 prize for 
scientific research. Dr. 

Zawaideh earned a BDS 
degree from the 
University oj Jordan and 
was granted a UJ schol- 
arship to continue his 
studies in dentistry at 
Harvard. Pursuing his 
masters at the 
Department of 

Orthodontics, he com- 
pleted his thesis on a 
model for organ speci- 
ficity of metastasis. At 
Harvard. Dr. Zawaideh 
was a member of the 
American Dentists 

Association, the American Society for Bone and Mineral 
Reseurch. and the American Association of Orthodontics, 
hi addition, he presented a course about the treatment of 
children and adolescents. Dr. Zitwaideh has published 
rwo research papers on cancer in cooperation with other 
professors. He plans to continue his research at Harvard's 
Children i Hospital and work as an instructor of prvdoc- 
loral orthodontics at HSDM. Dr. Zawaideh also intends to 
return to Jordan to pursue an academic career at his first 
alma mater. 



Samer Zawaideh 


***♦ 

WITH SOMETHING TO SAY: The most prestigious 
position that doctoral researchers at the London School of 
Economics can achieve is a tutorial fellowship, and one of 
two such awards this year was earned by Lu'ayy Minwer 
Rimawi, a Jordanian law graduate of Camhridge 
University atui economics graduate of the LSE. JX read- 
ers will recognise his' name us he occassional fy con- 
tributes analytical articles to the opfed pages. Mr. Rimawi 
was the only Arab among 40. mostly American and 
European, candidates competing for the fellowship. At his 


alma muter Mr. Rimawi put his aciult'inic background In 

work in many areas. He has been highly active in the LSE 
Jordanian Society, jturticulary during his recent tenure a\ 
president. Mr. Rimawi. whose current Ph.D. research is 
on regulation of Arab securities markets, has written arti- 
cles and letters to the editor in several lending British and 
Arab periodicals including The Guardian. The 
Indeperufent. Al QihIs A / Arahi and Al Huyai. He does 
this because he believes that Jordanian and Arab students 
abroad should work lo convey a positive cultural message. 
"No rvsp*’itahle nation can just sit complaining that if is 
the hapless victim of superior adversaries. " .says Mr. 
Rimawi. 


MIND YOUR LANGUAGE: The University of Jordan 
English Department is ..gearing up for the first 
International Confeienee «»i Arabic- English Contrastive 
and CimqMtruiiw Studies, to be held on campus from 
August 25-27. f fH.its will be on Arabic and Western liter- 
atures — q cross cultural approach: Arabic- English con- 
tra a ivc and inlet -language studies — state of the art: atui 
the teaching of translation — academia versus profession- 
alism. For Professor Lewis Muqaltash, chairman of the 
Department of English and the Cottferettce Committee, the 
event provides a Jorum in which to convince the partici- 
pants of the importance of fanning an association for spe- 
cialists in English language, literature, and translation at 
Arab universities, turn this first-time conference into an 
annual event, and think of ways of fostering and upgrad- 
ing the teaching of the three disciplines at all Arab uni- 
versities. About 130 participants from Jordan. Palestine, 
the Arab World, and several Eastern and Western coun- 
tries will fake pan in the various sessions, and about HO 
studies will be presented at the conference. 

**** 

GRAND STANDS: Anecdotes from the Pun- Arab 

Gaines are many, but two favourites follow. 

Mohammad Aha Khadijeh . the boxer from the 
Baqaa refugee camp who won Jordan a gold medal in the 
heavyweight category, may have been somewhat taken 
aback when while in the arena fighting his Lebanese oppo- 
' natt. the Lebanese fans went so far as to threaten 
Khadijeh ’s life if he dared to win. The fight , which 
, Khadijeh did in fact win and which qualified him for his 
gold medal bout, caused such a melee in the audience that 
the referee delayed announcing the result until emotions 
cooled down. Bur when Khadijeh stepped into the ring to 
face his final opponent, Mahdi Kahan of Syria, the 
Lelxuiese crowd wus all manner of civility towards 
Khadijeh. this time outdoing themselves atui titling him 
“ Monsieur " Khadijeh. The Baqaa boxer showed bis sense 
of humour saving that after he »vwi the gold be wanted to 
walk the streets of Beirut just to hear the Lebanese address 
him in so esteemed a fashion. 

It would seem that soccer player Ji ryes Tudros, nick- 
named "The Wasp" by teammates and fans, is on a win- 
ning streak in love, work and money. Tadros was engaged 
to be married shortly before leaving for the games in 
Beirut. Striking the winning ( and only I goal for Jordan in 
the final match against Syria, where sportsmanship on one 
tide of the stands was evidently absent, Tadros and his 
teammates arrived back in Amman Monday to a heroes 
welcome. And now a commercial wedding hall is offering 
their facility to Tadros and his bride-to-be "on the house . " 
But what of his other National Team buddies who were 
also engaged shortly before the games? Actually the 
entire team is fairing well, as are Jordan 's other medallists 
from the games, with pledges of gifts from such apprecia- 


tive private finns as Fastlink. Swatch, and rhe Middle East 
Insurance Company, and from Amnum businessperson 
Zuheir Beiruti. 

Today. HRH Crown Prince Hassan hosts a luncheon 
in honour of all the atbeietes. coaches atui officials who 
participated in the games at Sports City. The unity in cel- 
ebrating the Jordanian teams ’ victories sparked in every 
sort of community in the Kingdom will be cheered as well. 

**** 

BATTER UP: Amman Little League's 12-1 4 -year- olds 
team returned last week from their first lime try at the 
Middle Eust-Europeun Baseball Tournament, perhaps tut: 
as champions, but certainly somewhat more seasoned in 
the high stakes sport of fly-hills, fouls and home-runs. 
Die tournament was held in Kutno. Poland, said to he the 
centre of Europe. Amman Little League usually sends its 
senior leant to the tournament, bur this year the younger 
rookies seemed more adept around the diamond field, and 
so it iuu their turn up at bat. On the team, whose travel 
expenses were shared by parents and the ALL were: Tuba 
Abu Nadi. Amer Da her. Suluh Bazian. Chris Crane. Gaty 
Cuthbert. Lewis Cuthberi, Omar Darv.ish, Rami JunJi. 
Z eid Kalis. Izzat Kutkhuila. David Keifer. Omar Maani. 
Leith Masarweh. and Runtzi Mitlki. Coaches accompany- 
utg the young athletes were Gary Cuthbert, a consultant 
engineer for King Hussein Medial Centre. David Bums, a 
media specialist, and John Keifer from the U.S. embassy. 
Rarnzi Marsarweh. general manager of the Dunes Club 
and vice president of the ALL was the teams Jordanian 
representative and Sonia Cuthbert had the coveted posi- 
tion of "team mom . " The boys came home with the expe- 
rience of playing on natural grass, under lights and in 
frotu of 2.000 spectators, all to their advantage for the 
next iiuemational games, wherever they may be. Back at 
home, aside from practice and games, the ALL is still 
working to complete the ballpark facility on the plot pre- 
sented by HRH Princess Bosnia through through a dona- 
tion from rhe Queen Alia Fund for Social Development. 
They are three-quarters of the way towards raising the 
necessary funds. 


**** 

I f 

CONGRATS NATS! Marriage is still in fashion it 
seetns as ire learned of the upcoming engagement of a for- 
mer JX. freelance reporter. Amman correspondent for 
DPA and ANSA, the German and Italian news agencies. 
Natasha Boukhari. is to wed Leith Dajuni. a recent team 
member of the intematioiuil courier service Aramex. 
Their engagement is tv be feted in early September. 

**** 

UNDER STARUGHT: A new restaurant, akin in style 
to those in the mountains of Beirut, has opened under the 
proprietorship of Suzanne Abu Jaber, Raad Hanunoudi 
and Ghassan Al Kurd. The house actually started as a 
small tent, expanded into a bigger tent and then into u 
weekend chalet for Ms. Abu Jaber and her family. Now 
with an added on commercial kitchen, Ms. Abu Jaber put 
her professional interior decorating talents to work and 
her drive for providing good food with good sen’ice into 
an indoor-outdoor establishment serving international 
and Arabic cuisine. Afternoon tea is also served — best in 
rhe tree garden. On the floor plan for the future is a cave 
for the younger set with live music and easy snacks. 
Located in Yadoudeh, it is reached by the same mute lead- 
ing to Kan Zamman. and there are signs to guide you. 
Enjoy!!! 


Jennifer Hamarneh 


Blond from Australian outback targets Asia 


By James Flannery 

Reuter 

HONG KONG — Blond 
Kim Robinson, who grew 
up in Australia's rugged 
outback, has designs on 
Asian women — he wants 
to change their traditional 
beauty to an “internation- 
al'’ look neither classic 
Eastern nor Western. 

A renowned hair design- 
er and beauty expert. 
Robinson insists Asia's 
women abandon Western- 
imposed dependency on 
unsuitable Nordic-type, 
blue-eyed icons. But nor 
should they stick to their 
own ethnic heritage. 

His style, promoted in 
Hong Kong and 
Singapore and planned for 
other capitals as well as 
New York and London, is 
an uric lassifi able beauty 
makeover he calls global, 
in line with a general low- 
ering of old cultural barri- 
ers in Asia. 

Robinson’s celebrity sta- 
tus among Hong Kong’s 
rich society matrons or 
tai-tais (madame) brought 
demands for elaborate 
party styles for cere- 
monies surrounding 
Britain’s handover of 
Hong Kong to China. 
These included a “dragon 
lady” look, reminiscent of 


the 19th century Empress 
Dowager. 

But generally his beauty 
approach, he says, reflects 
i a mood: “Women now 
want to look good, nor 
screaming lo be seen.” 

Demand for Asian 
beauty that is not 
typecast 

Scores of photographs 
line walls of his cxcIBkive 
1 930’s-Shanghai-style Or- 
ient Salon. The models ore 
mainly Chinese but their 
beauty 1 is of indeterminate 
origin at first glance. 

They recall, say. a wind- 
blown but still-chic 
Audrey Hepburn at the 
height of the petite film- 
star’s fame. 

With the straight black 
hair of Asia structurally 
fashioned and specially- 
designed make-up for the 
region’s characteristic 
brown or olive skin, tin's is 
gamine beauty with a 
blurring of racial stereo- 
types. 

Robinson's ideal Asian 
woman might just as easi- 
ly seem to be from the 
Mediterranean as China’s 
“middle kingdom” — 
both ancient civilisations 
saw themselves as the 
world centre. 


Since an 1 8th-century 
Chinoiscrie Vogue swept 
Europe, the West has 
tended from time to lime 
to look east for inspiration 
in fashion and design. In a 
reverse appetite, Asians 
have looked West for 
trend-spotting. 

The interchange became 
complex decades ago 
when the West went wild 
about a “China doll” hair- 
cut, a bob with a fringe 
influenced by flapper-era 
silent filmstar Louise 
Brooks. 

“It worked well on some 
Chinese faces, though un- 
fortunately it tends to 
make them rounded and 
full-faced.” says Robin- 
son. 

“The thing at present is a 
partial return to perma- 
nent wave, a softer ver- 
sion we call the poetic 
movement. Some sections 
are curly. Some are less 
straight, so it gives a more 
casual look." 

The London and Paris- 
trained Robinson, 40, who 
comes from a West Aus- 
tralian dairy farm — “two 
hours from city life" — * 
says Asian women need 
their own role models and 
he’s supplying them. 

He understands the pop- 
ularity of “skin-lighten- 
ing” creams here, in 


bizarre contrast to the 
Western woman's feverish 
hum for suntans. 

“The modem Asian wo- 
man is not looking to be 
white-skinned. What these 
products do is brighten the 
skin, make it look less in- 
tensive. give a luminising 
quality temporarily. 

‘Traditionally, a palish 
skin is (of) someone who 
didn’t work in the fields 
and in every Asian coun- 
try. the darker your acin. 
the more low -cl ass 'you 
are. That’s a cultural 
thing. It’s not trying to 
look Western. It’s to be 
more refined." 

Hair seen boosting 
confidence 

“Is hair design based on 
sexual allure? No, I can 
assure you.” he laughs. 
“It’s confidence, liking 
the way you look.” 

“We are in 1997. not in 
prehistoric years. Women 
live in big cities and are 
international. They don’t 
look American or Puerto 
Rican or Japanese with 
Geisha hair. They don’t 
‘belong’ anymore. Every 
woman wants to be part of 
the international look. 
Asia’s been bombarded 
with Western effigies for 


years.” 

“Asians look at, say. the 
from cover of Vogue.” 
says Robinson, whose 
business has also pub- 
lished an Asia-wide beau- 
ty magazine. “They might 
see deep-set eyes, a slim 
nose, small lips, chiselled, 
refined face ... How do 
you expect an Asian 
woman to feel who hasn’t 
got those features? 

“It would make anyone 
feel unconfident, sub- 
servient. I am blond and 
blue-eyed but I under- 
stand how friends and 
clients feel — I speak 
Cantonese pretty fluently. 
It's sickening. Almost. 

“Asian women want an 
international look. These 
are women who may have 
noodles for breakfast, 
watch CNN Television 
and a fashion show in the 
evenings. They want new 
styles for hair and make- 
up that works with their 


skin.” 

His chain has developed 
hair-styling and cosmetics 
adapted to each area of 
Asia where skin texture, 
hair quality. ..and head 
shapes vary because of 
diet, climate and ethnic 
origin. 

“Hair for a woman is a 
frame for the face. Classic 
chic is what we supply. I 
don’t do purple-green hair 
for real women. I have to 
invent something — it’s 
not just trimming the ends 
ofF" 

His senior make-up 
expert Alice So says: 
“Asian women love to 
wear make-up but some- 
times because of colour 
(etTors) everything is 
wrong like a mask. They 
give up. I choose colours 
carefully, Asian women 
must look beautiful and 
believable. We just mo- 
dify.” 
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BThis Week 
Brave new highway 

By Jean-Claude Elias 

THEY SAY that the Internet will make a better world of 
ours. Recently, a young physically handicapped German 
was saved thanks to the World Wide Web (WWW) in a 
rather unusual way. From his computer station in 
Germany he connected to someone in the United States. 

He was having a computer chat with his correspondent 
when a heart attack seized him. His panic and fright were 
such that he was totally unable to contact anybody else in 
his town in Germany. He was saved only because his com- 
puter mate in the u!s., who realised what was happening, 
succeeded to call an emergency service in Germany which 
rescued the young man and saved his life. 

The person who told me this story a couple of days ago 
is an executive from Microsoft headquarters in Redmond 
WA, USA. I reminded him in a friendly way that a simi- 
lar kind of communications and services has been around 
for decades now — the radio amateur network — who 
never needed any computer to operate and do good deeds. 

True. Internet has more potential than simple radio links 
but the basic idea remains the same. Someone righteously 
defined WWW as an advanced, smart and highly sophisti- 
cated combination of radio! TV. telephone and newspa- 
pers. I can't but agree. f 

As to making our world better simply because it lets us 
communicate more easily f do have some reservations. 



Internet is but a technique, an information “highway" as it 
is often referred to, on which one can drMe and fare. Like 
on any real highway we will find construction defects, bad 
guys who will break every rule and a various number of 
hazards and flaws. Those who surf regularly on the WWW 
already complain of slow access to some sites, bottle- 
necks, traffic jams and of the difficulty to prevent the 
young from accessing pornographic and offensive materi- 
al, to name only the main difficulties. 

Neither will Internet make our world worse, naturally. 
Like cars, television, cellular phones, nuclear energy, like 
computers themselves, the WWW is what we do with it If 
anything will or can make our world better it won’t be 
technology, it's man and not machine. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, July 31, 1997 


3:30 Holy Koran 

3:35 French Programmes 

4:05 Hey Dad 

4:30 He Shoots He' Scores 

5:15 Varieties 

6: 1 0 French Programmes 

7:00 Le Journal 

7:15 French Programme 

7:30 News headlines 

7:35 Trivial Pursiut 

8:00 Parenthood 

8: 10 Cinema Cinema Cinema 

8:30 Documentary (Submarines) 

9: 10 Kung Fu — The Legend Continues 

10:00 News In English 

10:30 Movie 

12:00 Taratata 


Friday, August 1, 1997 


2:00 Holy Koran 

2:05 Cartoons 

3:00 French Programmes 

4:00 Family Matters 

4:30 NBA 

6:10 French Film 

7:00 Le Journal 

7:15 French Programme 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 Neighbours 

8:00 The Health Show 

8:30 Hawkeye 

9:10 Drama Series 

10:00 News In English 

10:30 Mini Series 

12:00 Movie 


Saturday, August 2, 1997 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:10 

Twinkle 

2:30 

Wishbone 

3:00 

Blue Heelers 

3:30 

World Of Geo' 

4:00 

The Valley Beriveen 

4:30 

Tilt 

5:00 

French Programme 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Neighbours 

8:00 

Ties That Bind 

8:30 

Prism 

9:10 

Time Trax 

10:00 

News In English 

10:30 

Movie 

12:00 

Ellen 


Sunday, August 3, 1997 


2:00 Holy Koran 

2:10 Cartoon 

3:00 Energy Express 

4:00 American Chart Show 

6:00 French Programmes 

7:00 Le Journal 

7:30 News Headlines 


7:35 Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 

8:00 Cinema, Cinema, Cinema 

8:30 National Geographic 

9:10 Renegade 

10:00 News In English 

10:30 One West Waikiki 

11:15 Sisters ' 


Monday, August 4, 1997 


2:00 

The Holy Koran 

2:10 

Cartoon 

3:00 

Gillette Sports Special 

3:30 

Deep Water Haven 

4:00 

Animal Show 

4:30 

Ocean Girl 

5:15 

French Programmes 
Le Journal 

7:00 

7:15 

French Programme 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Neighbours 

8:00 

Murphy Brown 

8:30 

Babylon 5 

9:10 

Highlander 

10:00 

News In English 

10:35 

Emergency Room (E.R.) 

11:15 

Homicide 


Tuesday, August 5, 1997 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:35 

French Programme 

3:00 

Square One TV 

3:10 

Dog House 

3:35 

French Programmes 

4:00 

Album Show 

6:10 

French Programmes 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Coach 

8:00 

Tilt 23.5 

8:30 

Encounter 

9:10 

Nature Of Things (Documentary) 

10:00 

News In English 

10:30 

West Beach 

11:15 

Mini Series 




j 

3 

4 

4 

5 
7 
7 

7 

8 
8 

9 

10 
10 
i 


Wednesday, August 6, 1997 


00 Holy Koran 

10 Cartoons 

00 Global Gardener 

30 Spell Binder 

00 Monsters Today 

30 Border Town 

00 French Programmes 

00 Le Journal 

30 News Headlines 

35 Neighbours 

00 Soldier’s Diary 

30 Oprah Winfrey Show 

10 Spenser For Hire 

00 News In English 

30 Land's End 

1 a Gothic 
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With one eye on the future 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

UNDENIABLY, THIS has never been the kind of column 
to give you a pat on the back to say well done. 

In this respect it has been a lot like the society in which 
we live and work, where nobody ever comes up to you to 
commend what you are doing. 

In fact, it is more likely to be the other way round. You, 
the individual, are more likely to be demeaned rather than 
appreciated. 

A few days ago I was walking through the foyer at one 
of the five star hotels here in Amman when I bumped into 
an old friend of mine. He had recently read one of my 
more recent columns and asked why is it that I seem to 
always have a grudge against someone. 

He said this because it showed in my writing. 

Looking back, I do not blame myself for either this par- 
ticular reaction or the many others I tend to get from time 
to rime. What I can do is blame our society for triggering 
such responses from people like me who had spent years 
living and travelling abroad and cannot help but compare 
the good things about the two worlds — Theirs and ours. 
It is because of this that I like to see every little thing and 
detail in perfect working order. 

I blame a society where they lie even when they tell you 
that renewal is die new order of business. Others have the 
chance to really vote for it. 

I blame a society where it does not matter what you 
know but who you know. 



I blame a society where a minimum level of bo man 
decency and understanding very rarely exists between 
individuals. 

In my naivete, I have proposed, and still do, a new way 
of doing things. A new approach where taking care of the 
little details and the little people can be the first step 
towards all of us living far more productive and useful 
lives. A new way where that minimum level of common 
decency can be instilled iD every single Jordanian man and 
woman. A common decency which will enable ns to bet- 
ter understand one another’s aspirations and dreams. The 
two tilings that will matter most to our common future 
because living side by side is the one reality from which 
there can be no escape. The rest is up to us. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Mohammad A. Shuqair 


WHAT ARE YOUR HOBBIES 


■ DEPENDING to the sign of the Zodiac, under which 
you were bom, you have a disposition for certain hobbies. 
It does not follow that you necessarily have these hobbies, 
only that your inclinations lie towards them and, if you 
took them up, you would find them particularly interest- 
ing. 


Capricorn: Gardening. Nature study. Rambles in the 
countryside. Making things of almost any kind, whether 
mechanical toys (boys) or fancy articles (girls). Chemistry. 
Physics. 

* * * 

Aquarius: Aviation, ranging from actual flying to making 
aeroplane models. Gliding. Constructing all kinds of arti- 
cles. Painting pictures. Drawing. Needlework. 

* * * * 

LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


** He was awakened by the call to prayer. 

Istayqatha ala al-atban. 

** You didn’t add anything of your own. 

Lam tudiff shay ’an min indek. 

** He talked without restraint 

Alqa al-kalam ala awaahinehi. 

** I couldn’t stand it any longer. 

Lam a’od astati’ sab ran. 

** She died at the age of eighty. 

Matat an tbamaneen sanah. 

** They did that behind the scenes. 

Fa’aloo thalek min wara’e si tar. 

** The situation returned to normal. 

Aadat al-meyah da majaareeha. 



Step crying. Daid^ will pu« 
Mfl traffic test and give th* 
tep* back to you. * 


* * * * 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. Who wrote the song “Begin the Beguine?" 

2. What famous American document begins: “We the 
people...." 

3. Clark Gable is a lawyer who falls for Sophia Loren in 
what movie? 

4. Which World War began with the assassination of 
Archduke Francis Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary? 


God save me from that. 


A’oothu billTah. 


JOKES 


TEACHER: “Bill, if Dave gives you a dog and Jane 
gives you a dog, how many dogs are going to have?" 

BEL L: “Th ree." 

TEACHER: “Now, BiU, think before you answer. How 
can it be three if Dave gives you one and Jane gives you 
one?" 

BILL: “Because I already have one at home.” 

* * * 

NICK: “Ann, give me your pen, please. 

ANN: “And why don’t you want to write with your 
pen?" 

NICK: “It makes so many mistakes.’’ 


Each keyword comprises nine different letters, and any 
letters which are already inserted are not used in the key- 
word. 
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5. How did the nasturtium get such a funny name? 

6. Who invented the word “hockey?” 


7. What language do they use in Peru? 


* * * * 

if i _ 
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PUZZLES 


KEYWORDS 

-Ilf': 

* Can you complete this puzzle and discover the KEY- 
WORDS? 

The numbers in the comers of the squares correspond 
with the position of the letter in the 9-letter keyword 
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Quest intensifies for gene clues to hypertension 


LONDON (R) — The 
quest for genetic clues 
explaining why some peo- 
ple are more prone than 
others to hypertension is 
intensifying, doctors said. 

Genes sing a prehistoric 
song and we must pay 
attention to it. Dr. Cla- 
rence Grim of the Medical 
College of Wisconsin told 
delegates to the 12th 
International Interdiscip- 
linary Conference on 
Hypertension in blacks. 

Tne four-day confer- 
ence, which opened Mon- 
day, is examining why 
hypertension afflicts near- 
ly twice as many blacks as 
whites and what can be 
done about it 

Delegates were told that 
blacks may be more sensi- 


tive to salt and thus more 
vulnerable to high blood 
pressure than Whites. 
They were also told that 
blacks may suffer more 
from dysfunctions of the 
endothelium, or the lining 
of blood vessels. 

But delegates firmly 
rejected the notion that 
the possible genetic caus- 
es of hypertension were 
exclusive to one racial 
group. 

This debate is about 
genetics and not about 
race, said one delegate. 

Added another, there are 
probable genetic predis- 
positions towards hyper- 
tension, but they cut 
across racial lines. 

Doctor John Flack of 
Wavne State University 


School of Medicine in 
Detroit said that much of 
the current research failed 
to take account of physi- 
cal and social differences 
among people within a 
single racial group. As a 
result, differences bet- 
ween people of different 
racial groups were grossly 
overstated, he said. 

Both black and white 
people have some predis- 
position to salt sensitivity 
and environmental factors 
affect that. Why don’t we 
look at the environmental 
factors, he asked. 

Taking another view. Dr. 
Grim told delegates that 
the unique characteristics 
of the slave trade may 
have predisposed blacks 
towards salt. 


Blacks who didn’t sur- 
vive the migration from 
Africa died from diar- 
rhoea as they were salt 
deficient. Those who sur- 
vived had a better ability 
to retain salt, he said. 

Dr. Flack responded by 
saying that recent studies 
have shown that people 
from Finland have higher 
rates of hypertension than 
African-Americans and 
that people from Hungary 
and the Czech Republic 
have higher incidences of 
strokes. 

No one invokes genetic 
explanations for the high 
stroke rate among Czechs 
and Hungarians, he said. 
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Harrison Ford starring as the president 


By iXmgias J. Rowe 
7 he Axsasuited Press 

NEW YORK — Uesi 
him. Air Force One. Harri- 
um Ford plays a U.S. presi- 
dent who’s a faithful hus- 
band. devoted fating. and 
world leader committed to 
d.iine the right thing no 
mailer what’s poTnilaHy 
expedient or p<*puiar. 

Isn’t his rote a little unre- 
.■.iisiic? 

The respond comes with 
a stem Inile ;ithJ measured 
word*. 

Togetlkir, litey say: You're 

I u/ kin? up the wrong cine- 
matic superstar if you’re 
looking lur political pouti)]- 
billions or soapbox solution* 
to society’s problems. 

“Not my job." the actor 
says. 

Instead, he wuiils to focus 
on how he consider* tlje 
film much more than an 
action picture, and how he 
feels it has a strong emo- 
tional underpinning. “It 
makes hi* dilemma more 
man just physical risk,’’ says 
I ord. who stars us President 
J.i mcs Marshall. 

Marshall doesn’t want to 


he lionised ft* his port in a 

raitiiay operation K> capture 

a Russian separatist because 
if look foo long to hitppen. 
(He waited two months to 
build a political constituen- 
cy in bis own country that 
allowed Iiitn to give the go- 
ahead) He says; “While we 
woieltcd u tm TV. 2tX).DOU 
pcopJe died.'* 

And he proceeds to 
promise ihar never again 
would Ik allow U.S. self- 
interest to deter hint from 
doing the morally right 
thing. 

In that contest, Fi>rd feels 
tl>e film takes nu consider- 
ably more emotional heft as 

his character eventually 
tiu.es a Hobson's choice 
between his daughter's life 

aud the policy decision he\ 
made. 

“It also reminds us to take 
into account the human fac- 
tor. that judging by our- 
selves from some distance 
l)*e moral Jcaderslup that we 
have ... is not the same as 
standing there with your 
daughter's life in jeopardy.” 
Ford says. 

Judgments of real-life 
public officials and their 


morality can luivc the wrong 
focus, be says. 

"Unfortunately, it’s about 
personal behaviour instead 
of about the real questions 
of our country's moral 
behaviour. A lor of it is very 
much misplaced and incor- 
rectly applied. Of course, 
we should have an interest 
it; ihc character of ihe per- 

st hi we elect to the presiden- 
cy. but we have unnatural 
expectations of our political 
leaders.” 

Much of what Mr. Clinton 
is accused of (philandering, 
in particular) we now know 
other presidents have been 
guilty of — “in spades,” 

Ivnl acknowledges. 

"The press used to be pro- 
tective of the persona) lives 

or our leaders, almost com- 
plicitous in maintaining 
their dignity and their priva- 
cy. Now everyone’s a 
tabloid journalist.’' he says. 

Ford likes to guard his 
own privacy. He spends 
much of hi* free time on his 
ROO-acre (320-hectare) 
spread near Jackson Hole. 
Wyoming, with his two chil- 
dren — 10-year-old mal- 
colm and f»- year-old Geor- 


gia — and second wife Me- 
lissa Marhison, a screen- 
writ er whose credits include 
E.T. The Ex irate nes trial. 
Similarly, he stays away 
from spouting his social and 
political views. 

"I have very strong inter- 
ests. keen interests, in a lor 
of social and political 
Issues, which J discharge as 
a private citizen, not as a 
celebrity spokesman.” 

Still, he wants tu make 
sure no criticism of more 
vocal stars is implied. 

“I’m not in a position to 
discuss anybody elsc’.s 
behaviour or how they con- 
duct themselves. It's purely 
their choice. For myself. 
I'm not interested in becom- 
ing a poster boy for any par- 
ticular cause. 1 don’t think 
that's useful to cither the 
cause or to myself. But 
mostly I don’t think it’s use- 
ful ro the cause. d 

“1 think that those issues 
which are decided on the 
basis of what kind "of 
celebrity all-star team is 
mustered to support the 
cause often suffer from a 
less interesting discussion 
of the issues and a concen- 


tration on who the support- 
ers are. I'd rather sec com- 
plicated issues discussed by 
experts and decided on by 
an informed and interested 
body politic rather than con- 
sumers of entertainment.” 

For consumers of enter- 
tainment. Ford stands as a 
one-man, all-star team. He’s 
been in not one. but three, 
successful movie series: The 
Star Wars trilogy, which was 
■'* rereleased this year, the 
adaptations of Tom Clancy’s 
Jack Ryan books and the 
Indiana Jones thrill rides. 

He stoned in the box- 
office blockbuster The 
Fugitive and received an 
Academy Award nomina- 
tion for playing a 
Philadelphia detective who 
tries to blend in with the 
Amish in 1985's Witness. 
And he’s displayed his act- 
ing range in such disparate 
Rims as Blade Runner. The 
Mosquito Coast, Working 
Girl and Regarding Henry. 

“I've always tried to do ail 
kinds of films, from little 
romantic comedies to small- 
er dramas.” he says. 

In picking roles. Ford says 
he looks "for things that 


engage him. and that he can 
give an emotional expres- 
sion to. because he thinks 
that's the way to connect 
with an audience — “emo- 
tionally ... or. a gut level." 

Through it all, however, 
he's never considered what 
he does mysterious or com- 
plicated. 

“it’s storytelling. There's a 
story, and f help tell it.” he 
says, making it sound so 
elementary. 

Ford — who's been a 
tremendous commercial 
success, stoning in five of 
the 2a biggest -grossing 

Films of all time — consid- 
ers himself more of a crafts- 
man. like the carpenter he 
was before his career break- 
through 20 years ago. than 
an arxisL 

(“1 don't have time to work 
with wood anymore, and I’ve 
lost nn chops.” he says now. 
“It's like a skill that you lose. 
Like a musician loses his 
skill if he doesn't practice 
every day") 

And at this point his chops 
for big. commercial films are 
well- practiced. In between, 
he has no hankering for a 
small role in an independent 



Actor Harrison Ford poses for photographers as he 
arrives for the premiere of his new film Air Force One 
on July 21 in Los Angeles. In the action film, Ford por- 
trays the president of the United States who is hijacked 
while aboard Air Force One, the presidential airplane 
(Reuter photo) 

film, like Sylvester Stallone ’i like what 1 do." says 
in Cop Land Ford. 


Air Force One — Movie’s escapades 


By Nancy Benac 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Terro- 
rists hijack Air Force One. 
Secret Service agents hustle 
the president into a secret 
escape pod. He refuses to 
eject, and slinks around the 
plane freeing hostages. 

If you're looking for 
escapist summer fare. Air 
Force One, which opened in 
die United States last 
Friday, offers a whale of a 



tale. 

Could any of it really hap- 
pen? Parts of the Columbia 
Pictures film are credible — 
the footage inside Air Force 
One looks fairly realistic 
and tlte plane could be refu- 
elled in flight as depicted — 
I »ut creative minds clearly 
have taken liberties. 

Take the escape pod, 
which looks like a capsule 
for sending chimps into 
orbit. No such thing, says 
the air force. 

In the movie, the escape 
pod parachutes safely to 
L-arth, and U.S. officials are 
shocked to find that it's 
empty. President James 


Marshall. played by 
Harrison Fond, has refused 
to bail out when Kazak ter- 
rorists (led by Gary 
Oldman) are holding his 
wife and 1 2-year-old daugh- 
ter among the hostages. 

Alas. Marshall, too. is 
eventually caponed. But riot 
before he manages to kill a 
few terrorists, Itold hushed 
consultations with the 
White House from a cellular 
phone in the Boeing 747’s 
baggage compartment, 
sneak upstairs to fax refuel- 
ling instructions to the Vice 
President (Glenn Close) and 
help dozens of hostages 
parachute out an escape 


hatch in the tail cone. 

The phone call and the fax 
could have happened, but 
the Jumbo Jet’s escape 
hatch is pure fantasy. 

At another point, the pres- 
ident and other hostages are 
whooshed one by one to 
another U.S. plane by slid- 
ing along a solitary tether 
line. 

“There was a considerable 
degree of artistic licence 
throughout the picture and 
that was certainly one of the 
examples,” says Phil Strub, 
the Pentagon’s movie liai- 
son officer. “We understand 
that these are movies, not 
documentaries or news- 


reels” 

Wbar about the idea that 
the whole plot is set in 
motion by a rogue Secret 
Service agent who knocks 
off some of his colleagues 
in flight and arms the terror- 
ists? Any takeover of the 
plane would almost have to 
be an inside job, because of 
the formidable barriers to 
smuggling arms on board. 
But agents on the White 
House detail are the cream 
of the crop and not one has 
ever betrayed the president. 

“Secret Service agents are 
human beings,” said Larry 
Sheafe, a private security 
consultant and past Secret 


Service deputy director. “I 
suppose it’s conceivable for 
a Secret Service agent to go 
bad, but it certainly never 
has happened.” 

Other high-tech features 
of the plane touted in the 
movie are closer to reality. 

As depicted, the plane can 
be refuelled in flight. In 
fact, it can remain airborne 
for a week or more at a time, 
although a midair refuelling 
has never been tried when 
the president was on board. 

Early in the film, a White 
House spokeswoman gives 
a visiting Russian film crew 
an in-flight tour of the plane 
and cheerily announces that 


a stretch from 


the aircraft can withstand 
even the pulse of a nuclear 
blast. Later, the plane 
evades missile attacks from 
both U.S. and Russian fight- 
er jets. 

Air Force One really is 
equipped with an antimis- 
sile system and “hardened” 
communications gear 
designed to withstand the 
electronic waves generated 
by a nuclear blast. But even 
if equipped with missile 
defences, a big. slow air- 
craft like a 747 would have 
limited ability to outma- 
noeuvre top fighter jets. 

Moviegoers do get a fairly 
realistic view' of what it's 
like to travel in Air Force 
One style. 

The big, cushy leather 
seats are all first class, there 
are televisions and tele- 
phones galore, the latest 
computers and other elec- 
tronic devices abound, and 
there’s a private sleeping 
cabin and office for the 
president. That's all true to 
life, although the large con- 
ference room in the movie is 
a lot more cramped in reali- 

ty- 


Oddly enough, despite the 
physical trappings of a first- 
class ride, the food on the 
real Air Force One consists 
of notoriously dreary mili- 
tary fare — breakfast burri- 
tos and tuna sandwiches are 
standard — but at least the 
beer and wine are plentiful. 
The main perk from flying 
on the president's plane is 
the custom-made boxes of 
M and M Candy bearing the 
presidential seal. 

As shown in the movie, a 
limited number of reporters 
and photographers do fly on 
Air Force One in a rear 
compartment behind the 
Secret Service cabin, al- 
though the press area isn’t 
nearly as large as depicted 
in the movie." 

In the film, the visiting 
Russian film crew is actual- 
ly a bunch of terrorist im- 
postors. In fact, only re- 
porters from a White House 
press pool who have securi- 
ty clearance are allowed on 
Air Force One. 

The movie never explains 
how the impostors managed 
to pass a computerised 
check of their fingerprints. 


reality 

For all the movie’s stretch- 
es, the Filmmakers tried to 
keep it credible. Former 
Secret Service agent Bob 
Snow was one of several 
consultants, and Boeing Co. 
and the Pentagon also pro- 
vided advice. And the film 
is directed by Wolfgang 
Petersen, who also took on 
the Secret Service in In The 
Line Of Fire, which starred 
Clint Eastwood as an agent. 

Snow' said the goal was to 
keep technical aspects of the 
film as accurate as possible 
to lend credibility “even if 
the story line might be a lit- 
tle bit less than possible.” 
Boeing spokesman Dick 
Ziegler credits the movie- 
makers for asking “meticu- 
lous questions” about w’hat 
would be believable. 

That attitude went all the 
way to Ford, who met 
President Bill Clinton at a 
dinner last summer in 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 
Ford took the opportunity to 
request a tour of Air Force 
One, and be got iL 


Greta Garbo is still not 
left alone, even in death 



Greta Garbo 


Cyndi Lauper wants more than just fun 9 



By Belinda Goldsmith 
Retaer 

STOCKHOLM — Swedish 
Hollywood film superstar 
Greta Garbo, famous during 
her lifetime for her desire to 
be alone, has even in death 
still to find the solitude she 
craved. 

Seven years after Garbo 
died in New York, aged 84, 
her home city of Stockholm 
and her sole heir, niece 
Gray Reis fie Id. are still try- 
ing to agree about where the 
actress’s ashes should be 
buried. 

Stockholm Mayor Mats 
Hulih said Stockholm is the 
rightful resting place for 
Garbo, whose parents and 
younger sister are buried in 
a traditional family plot in a 
Stockholm cemetery. 

“Stockholm is her home 
city and she is the greatest 
daughter of our city, so we 
want her to be buried here.” 
Mr. Hulih told Reuters. 

“We have offered her 
niece various grave sites in 
Stockholm but she has 
made no decision yet. 

“She has been to 
Stockholm twice and we are 
hoping she will come back 
again this year, hopefully 
this autumn, so we can 
show her what we can 
offer." 

Ms, Reisfield has yet to 
decide where the ashes of 
her celebrity mint should be 
buried. 

"We are looking for some- 
thing that is appropriate and 
secure and we are evaluat- 
ing a number of possibili- 
ties,” Ms. Reisfield’s son 
Derek told Reuters by tele- 
phone from his New York 
office. 


“But it is family policy not 
to comment publicly on 
family affairs ” 

Until a decision is finally 
made, Garbo’s ashes are 
being kept in an um which 
is believed to be stored in a 
New York undertaker’s 
office. 

The city of Stockholm 
exhibits great affection for 
its most famous daughter, 
even though the actress 
spent less than half of her 
life in Sweden. Any news of 
her letters, biographies or 
ashes makes headlines 
across the country. 

Bom in Stockholm as 
Greta Gustafsson, her work- 
ing life began as a lather girl 


in a city barber’s shop at the 
age of 14. She went on to 
work behind the counter in 
the millinery department of 
a central Swedish depart- 
ment store, PUB. 

Because of her outstand- 
ing looks, Greta was 
allowed to model bats in 
some advertisements, which 
led to a part in a filmed 
commercial and then a 
screen test by Swedish com- 
edy director Eric Petschler. 

But Garbo’s big break 
came when she decided to 
learn her trade thoroughly 
and went to a Stockholm 
theatre school. There she 
was spotted by film director 
Mauri £z Stiller, who was 


scouting for talent. 

When Stiller was offered a 
contract to go to Hollywood 
by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 
he made it conditional that 
the young star, whom he 
named Garbo, should go 
with him. 

She rose quickly to star- 
dom in Hollywood, appear- 
ing in 10 silent and 14 
sound films. 

With her high cheek bones 
and finely chiselled fea- 
tures, she often portrayed 
world-weary women caught 
in iii-fated love affairs and 
in real life never married. 

She was nominated for an 
Academy Award three times 
but never won ode. 
However, in 1954 she was 
given a special Oscar “for 
her unforgettable screen 
performances.” I 

‘I want to be alone* 

Garbo’s appearance in the 
film Grand Hotel is what 
she is most remembered few, 
with her trademark line: “I 
want to be alone." 

Garbo confounded the 
film world at the age of 36 
by quitting and withdrawing 
from public life. 

She spent the last 49 years 
of her life as a near-recluse, 
living alone in a luxury 
seven-roomed apartment on 
Manhattan's fashionable 
East Side. 

She adopted the pseudo- 
nym Harriet Brown and 
never went out without dark 
glasses. 

The cause of her death on 
April 15, 1990, was never 
made public, but it was 
believed she suffered from 
Jridney problems. 


By Meg Richards 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Cyn-di 
Lauper contemplates the 
fickle nature of spring wea- 
ther as she walks her dog on 
Manhattan's Upper West 
Side in a black leather coat, 
a jogging suit and a pair of 
funky sneaker mules. 

“Awww, 1 shouldn't have 
worn this coaL I got green 
hair, everybody's going to 
be staring at me,” she wor- 
ries from behind dark sun- 
glasses. Then, in a theatrical 
whisper, she adds, “this is a 
very straight neighbour- 
hood.” 

But this is also New York, 
and even on the Upper West 
Side, rock legends can walk 
their dogs unnoticed — 
even Lauper who hasn ' t 
really been a celebrity du 
jour in recent years. 

The eccentric artist who 
authored an anthem about 
women and fun returns to 
the airy apartment she 
shares with husband David 
Thornton. 

Lauper is back with a new 
album. Sisters Of Avalon, 
and a tour this summer with 
Tina Turner. And at 42, 
Lauper is ready to be “redis- 
covered." 

“I always, from the begin- 
ning, felt that my biggest 
obstacle was to get people 
to look beyond what they 
saw,” she says, reflecting on 
the years since the campy 
hit Girls Just Want To Have 
Fun established her playful, 
cartoonish image. 

That was 1984. Thirteen 
years later, Lauper is just as 
playful as ever, but her 
music and her manner are 
marked by a different sort 
of maturity. Now a married 
woman who is expecting 
her first child, Lauper's 
home life doesn’t seem so 
unusual 

She and Thornton, an 
actor she married in J 992 in 


Cyndi Lauper 

a memorable ceremony 
officiated by the flamboyant 
Little Richard, share their 
Upper West Side pre-war 
apartment with two cats and 
a tenderhearted labrador 
retriever named Joe. The 
baby is due in November. 

“I don't know what the 
cats are going to think about 
this," says Thornton, 43, 
who jokes about bringing in 
counsellors for all the pets. 
“They haven’t been able to 
get over the arrival of Joe 
die dog.” 

Lauper, meanwhile, says 
she's certain she'll give 
birth to a football player or 
a model. 

“A model of what, dial’s 
the question," Thornton 
laughs. "A model citizen? I 
doubt iL ... .Cyndi and 
hyperbole kind of go hand 
in hand.” 

Thornton, who plays a 
drag queen in the upcoming 
Too Young To Die, starring 
Mira Sorvino, doubts the 
family will make many 
changes when the baby 


arrives, although Lauper 
may move her office out of 
the apartment. 

The daughter of immi- 
grants from Palermo, Italy, 
Lauper was bora in the New 
York Borough of Queens 
and raised in Brooklyn 
where she attended 
parochial schools. She now 
considers herself a “recov- 
ering Catholic,” and has Lit- 
tle patience for the sensibil- 
ities of the church. But she 
is philosophical about her 
beliefs, no matter how pas- 
sionately she holds them. 

Lauper began performing 
in 1974 with a local Long 
Island band before forming 
Blue Angel with musician 
John Turi in 1978. The 
group's debut album 
bombed in 1980 and the 
band split. Lauper went to 
work in a clothing store. 
Screaming Mimi’s, and 
sang top 40 tunes at a 
Manhattan bar. 

“Sometimes I think what I 
feel personally is not impor- 
tant It's what people get out 


of the music that matters,” 
she says. “It doesn’t matter 
what the artist is like. If 
people feel power, if they 
feel energy, if they feel joy 
when they listen, that's 
what’s important." 

None of Lauper's musical 
efforts have matched the 
wild success of her 1983 
debut LP She's So Unusual, 
from which the single Girls 
Just Want To Have Fun was 
taken. She jokingly refers to 
her 1989 album, A Night To 
Remember, as “a night to 
forget." She tried a different 
approach with Hat Full Of 
Stars in 1994, an album that 
is still very close to her 
heart. But while it was well- 
received by critics, it was 
largely ignored by the pub- 
lic. 

Getting people to listen to 
Lhe newer work has been u 
struggle. 

“I have no doubt there is 
an audience out there." says 
Ross Piro. product manager 
at Lauper's longtime label, 
Epic Records. “But we're 
up against some prejudice. 
There is a bit of a wall. 
People remember the Girls 
Just Want To Have Fun 
days, and we want to get 
people past that.” 

After a brief but success- 
ful foray into acting — she 
won an Emmy in 1995 for a 
guest role on the NBC show 
Mad About You — Lauper 
turned back ro her music. 
Her 1995 greatest hits 
album, 12 Deadly Cyns, 
sold 3 million copies world- 
wide, and was particularly 
successful in Europe and 
Japan. Although the record 
went gold at home, interest 
again seemed centred 
around her older work. 

“In the ‘80s, I tried to 
reflect what was going on 
and what was important 
then," Lauper says. “Now, 
I’m doing the same thing. I 
am living in the present” 
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Walking trainer for handicapped children 

By Alert Evans 


DAVID HART (right), a medical research engineer who 
has spent eight years designing and developing this 
intricate body brace, has given hope to thousands of 
children around the world who have a walking disabili- 
ty. He is pictured in his clinic in Keighley, West 
Yorkshire, northern England, fitting the device (an 
orthotie walking trainer MkU) to a five-year-old patient 
from Zagreb, Croatia. 

The wheeled invention gives physically disabled chil- 
dren an opportunity, after assessment, to walk for the 
first time and an independence which otherwise could 


not have been contemplated. It is steered by the move- 
ment of the child and frees the hands, allowing him, or 
her. to play unhampered. 

The walking trainer containing more than 200 preci- 
sion engineered components, consists of a metal frame 
hinged at the user's hip, knee and ankle and is connect- 
ed to a pair of shoes worn by the child. Its novel 
adjustable suspension system enables the user to stand 
properly or when walking to change direction. The 
device gives freedom and stability to the user while 
learning walking patterns and developing self-confi- 
dence — London Press Service. 
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COUNTRY VISTA 
By William Canine 

ACROSS 


1 Cut UP 

42 Servtca corps 

75 Proclaim 

99 Mailer, law 

B MarahaTs mfln 

acronym 

7G Nictato 

100 Fleur-* — ■ 

It Mats! strip 

46 Hta 

77 Keep — on (watch 

102 SlIDeS 

15 Boy. <Ts noil 

5* Texas town 

carahiDvl 

105 Bens Godunov 

19 Spai 

55 Kudrorror 

78 Compiaer 

107 Lambkin 

20 Gems 

Hartman 

Images 

no Ben- 

21 Expectation 

58 Cavern, lo poeti 

80 Florence's liver 

in Tarry 

22 ToaBofl 

G7 Ika's command 

32 Venetian resort 

H3 Parwe 

23 Stows 

58 Actor Naason 

86 —Khan 

117 Bushes 

77 Encournsr 

&9 Da — (IBrwIs dry| 

97 Drfeik ot Iquor 

122 Atlanta cantor 

» GwnM 

61 Coofedga and 

88 5flo ol Surabata 

123 Gretzky's 

23 -AI About — • 

Hayworth 

90 Andsnl story 

ptaygroimd 

30 Start otwrnof 

62 Shark 

caSacror 

124 Metaphysical poet 

31 Support 

63 Aron guatoan 

91 Woods 

125 Arranges 

33 Doptnl 

65 Part ol a Book 

96 Piuvide with 

126 Staffs 

30 DwoRng 

67 Go try 

Income 

127 Actstka 

37 Garin er nl tltrs. 

69 Lafcas 

97 Gotd to Cortez 

kanlhiw» 

40 Rlpan 

73 Gardarang 

96 any drop In 

***’ 

128 aliroT 

41 BoaTVor Brooks 

madsne 

129 Turney or kn 

DOWN 

1 In ttw — lacKvs) 

26 Home ol "Mona 

62 Mother non? 

S3 Utrecht neighbor 

3 Rflflcnflmvd 

Lna’ 

84 Comp pi 

94 Niea neighbor 

3 Ba ertoMSPc 

32 Fi0rt» 

65 Usee the atcces 

95 Omamsnut ptanl 

4 BJUdomo rota 

J4 Fotaos 

66 Movio 

101 Enacting 

5 Sarcnxn 

35 — vu 

66 — Tubing 

IN Michael oflema 

G Mors Cnril 

37 Gordrt* irtvontor 

69 Knight's lunta 

10J Hadytnr'-lers 7 

7 Work 

38 . ndl. vief 

TO Embargoed import 

104 Ritzy 

B Can* 

39 Soorano Motto 

71 Short story 

106 Leader vezhai 

9 Sneaky 

43 Guide lor Mery 

72 — laj(admn) 

i07 Borodin hero 

ic Big curve 

44 BaifcH noor 

73 Tho board* 

108 Vnnvr hero 

ii Ctose — tnoar 

45 Came up 

74 Hedantef 

109 Doting 

mtas) 

47 Hunters 

79 Wheel tooth 

T12 ErgiiMi composer 

12 Italian ocobm 

46 Emits amount 

80 Bird; prsf 

114 DeNioUm 

13 Gr* addma 

49 Sharp Pffni 

81 In kxSs retgn 

115 Metals 

14 Edialnrang 

50 Famed Mtnethp 

83 DeruM PtoJiaiy 

116 Crush 

15 Snufl brown OoO 

51 Jom 

64 Fnshod 

118 By my of 

16 Ululate 

52 RH stop 

85 Setecu 

ns Newspaper VIPs. 

1 7 Adams or Magnus 

53 TV host, ance 

67 Tailor's rob 

tmafly 

ia Ooodem 

59 Janccr'a need. 

88 Famous one 

120 Biuadcesuig 

24 Shorttiana 

Bortiaps 

89 African plant 

tenors 

Invertor 

60 cmimein utx 

90 City on lhe Jumna 

121 FodtbaA sta*um 

25 CoWnrkst Hopoar 

61 Split 

92 BaRsUe missile 

letters 
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Diagramless, 17x17 
By Frances Burton 


ACROSS 
i ■ — tfeerabiss' 

4 Mar* 

7 ■— For AE 
Seasons' 

9 Ur Perughlan 

12 Cnvals 

13 — ipnga. vu 
bev* 

16 Hayworth <y 

Moteno 

17 Cm the grass 
IS A.b.ceK 

DOWN 

1 F« 

2 Moslem prvrce 

3 Moon 

4 OOW OltCfl WirV 

5 KM ol rifle 

6 Cigar residue 
B Aiborutda' go 
9 Pflaw 

10 Thesaurus author 

1 1 Impesie* fleet*, 

12 Chech 

13 Eauy vtatm 

14 Amu Mflgnne 


20 Homo Training an 

22 Hhredweler 

23 Mi Home 

24 9 >ea 

25 Em br oidered cfalh 
27 Buddy 

29 Superlative suit. 

30 the season " 

31 PlOOd 
33 Novo — 

37 Sum 

36 ButdenM 


16 Hwtinv 

IB Swiss mountains 

21 Incarnation, 

26 Ad rest 
Ferro* 

27 Hey them) 

28 Swmountag 

32 Roman household 

33 ¥3 ■ 

34 WaMng sticks 

35 Semis 

36 Knockout court 


3B U nacceptable 

46 Wanderer 

47 Future Ires 

49 CuWo 

50 Sei form 

51 Family member 

£2 Moccasin 

54 Poor grade 

55 Mao 
59 Hub 

61 Tragic (ale 

62 Numoro — 


40 Aim oi Borneo 

41 NeHhei's mato 

42 Scalawag 

43 TrMdlhe 
boards 

44 Pulttull 
46 Canadian 

Johnson 

46 Bom 
46 Swindle 
si Monacal 

52 Sorts 

53 Sharp 


54 Wheel game 
67 Tieocai mammal 

69 Can. pm 

70 Coiem* 

71 Actress Wea 

72 Not sioting 

73 Comp pi 

74 Easier MU than 

75 Somo 

76 FoatMTs 
Dawwn 


55 He nvsod Cain 

56 CokxrvMI 
Barretl 

57 Repetition 

59 Rival 

59 Money flavors, 
briefly 

60 Boring lemjw 

63 Smelter Hoc* 

65 Sound fluatfly 

66 Land pf W*5 
68 "One Pay — 

Time" 


I.oel Week’s CryptORr«ms 

1. Young owner of new lemonade ntand hires nine healthy 

youngsters for the summer rash. 

2. Many a bachelor may merely munch un □ bunch of rrunchy 
celery for lunch. 

3. Fusty old butlers reminisce: “There is something 
pleasantly first-clan* about pheasant under gla«<i.“ 

4. When stock market takes big tumble, it becomes a rough 
new “bawl” gnme. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

l.RZ OH RAD. zpp lmokn obek res zpd 
ERMMQC c R rt V 7. TP RBEU1I Lb.tDE ZQ 


SPREAD Tl'RSDT. 


— R) RoilurH.I. Ruck 


SOLUTION OF LAST 
WEEK'S SUNDAY PUZZLE 


SOLUTION OF LAST WEEK’S 
DIAGRAMLESS PUZZLE 



□oooon onfia one 

OU LIU QEHZTD DUOC 

ogood BBfi g BtS i 

nnaa onyryuSm 

□con TS3EBr_ 

uuLia mjuOu 


OOOaD hJI 

aoan i 

ULiu unpana 
IjuuBB DmjtJ 
nouua aorta 

5ninn QCtOD 

uao 


2. BUG II EE jvpy THE*;. IT .IP .Il'N J U N JLTT 
3UHVTD RITAPBUSS JUGLT BUBS. — By K.C. Dojle 

3. TOYS D RICII-TDLI TDY AK UNPUI. FP HDS 

PI ODCCIL FATRII-'ll GO US FAR 
UPPERCNDIIK. — Tty F*l nnJdh-K.i< 

4.0U BIOTOTF LI KK ITS SAFE. BY i.IBYl'VH 
IWACK EKYMMOTF AT MAAMITE. 

— By Frtmk N. Stria 


Jordan limes, Thursday, July 31,1997 

Doctors disappointed by 
search for diabetes cure 


HELSINKI (R) — Doctors 
and other experts gathering 
to swap notes on diabetes 
said last week they are dis- 
appointed that no one has 
been able to get even close to 
a cure. 

One new drug that helps 
patients control their blood 
sugar and fat levels “ trogli- 
tazone — has received wide 
attention, but no one pre- 
tends it can offer a cure to 
the 135 million diabetes suf- 
ferers around the world. 

Hard science is the only 
way ahead, researchers say 
— and many of the tech- 
niques that are needed are 
beyond the reach of present- 
day expertise. 

Until someone can come 
up with an artificial pancreas 
to keep an eye on blood sug- 
ars and produce the insulin 
the body needs, or to regen- 
erate the crucial cells, dia- 
betics will continue to suffer 
damage to their arteries, 
eyes, nerves and kidneys, 
and to sometimes die from 
that damage. 

Diabetes sufferers are 
twice as likely as non-dia- 
betics to have a heart attack 
or stroke. 

“It’s been described as a 
lifetime without holidays," 
Robert Tattersall of Bri- 
tain’s University of Not- 
tingham told delegates to the 
16th International Dia betes 
Federation Congress. 

“We are still stuck with a 
disease that, unless the suf- 
ferer takes extreme care, is 
like a sword of Damocles 
hanging over them.” 

Nothing better has come 
along since insulin injec- 
tions, which save the lives of 
victims, were developed 75 
years ago. Dr. Tattersall told 
reporters. “We still have a 
treatment which is not satis- 
factory," he added. 


‘It is still possible to see 
young diabetes patients with 
severe eye disease, severe 
kidney disease." 

Standard treatment 

Standard therapy now con- 
sists of careful diet and exer- 
cise for the mildest forms of 
type-two or Non-Insulin- 
Dependent Di bates Mellitus 
(NIDDM). For those who do 
not respond to this regime — 
or do not stick to it — there 
are sulphonylureas, drugs 
that stimulate pancreatic 
secretion of insulin. 

They have been around 
since the 1950s. “They are a 
generally safe and valuable 
treatment but have never 
saved a life," said David 
Pyke. a diabetes researcher 
at London's St Bartho- 
lomew’s Hospital. 

There is also Metformin, a 
member of a class of drugs 
known as Biguanides, which 
help keep down glucose pro- 
duction. 

Many people with 
NIDDM and all ihose with 
insulin-dependent diabetes 
(IDDM or type-one dia- 
betes - ) need insulin. Efforts 
to come up with a pill that 
will survive digestion has 
failed, and these people must 
inject themselves up to four 
times a day. 

“I think at this moment we 
don’t have any good drugs 
for type-two diabetes.” said 
Markku Laakso, professor in 
medicine at Kuopio 
University. “Simple things 
like diet and exercise and 
weight loss are still the most 
important part of treatment” 

John Turtle of the Univer- 
sity of Sydney agreed “In- 
sulin is nor the answer to 
diabetes,” he said It was 
clumsy and unpleasant to 
use, he added 


“Present methods of Insu- 
lin administration, by injec- 
tion, pen or pump, are un- 
physiological.” 

Troglitazone, made by Ja- 
pan’s Sankyo Co Ltd 
450 l.T, is a new class of 
drug that makes the body 
more sensitive to the effects 
of Insulin, meaning it needs 
less of the precious sub- 
stance. 

News that it lowered Insu- 
lin requirements so much 
that some people could even 
stop injections sent shares in ■ 
licensees Warner-Lambert 
Wla.N and Glaxo Glxo.L 
soaring. 

Although some resear- 
chers say it may help prevent 
some cases of diabetes in 
people suffering pre-diabetic 
symptoms it offers no cure. 

‘Holy grail’ of the arti- 
ficial pancreas 

“The holy grail has al- 
ways been that somebody 
could devise a artificial pan- 
creas. This has proved very 
difficult.” Dr. Tatter-sal I said. 

“Creating a machine that 
would fit unobtrusively into 
the body, constantly measure 
blood sugar levels, synthe- 
sise and dose with Insulin, 
would be a major feat” 

One hope ties in trans- 
plants. Experiments in trans- 
planting the islet cells that 
produce Insulin have been 
hopeful, Derek Gray of 
Oxford University told the 
congress. But, as with other 
organs, there simply are not 
enough available. 

Anim al cells were a possi- 
bility but efforts to make 
human bodies accept such 
xenotransplants would prob- 
ably not work, he told the 
9,500 delegates. 

“Is xenotransplantation of 
islets to cure IDDM ever 


going to succeed? The an. 
swer is eventually yes," Dr. 
Gray said — but added that 
medical knowledge and 
technology were not there 
yeL 

To get there, researchers 
are trying to find out more 
about the genetic mecha- 
nisms behind diabetes. They 
believe that genes are com- 
pletely responsible for some 
cases of IDDM, and com- 
bine with environmental fac- 
tors such as diet and nutri- 
tion, or possibly viruses, in 
other diabetes cases. 

“Genetic studies will play 
a key role in determining 
what will happen in die 
treatment of type-two dia- 
betes in the future," Dt 
Laakso said 

He said scientists were 
hoping to discover a single 
major gene, responsible per- 
haps for 20 to 30 per cent of 
all cases of NIDDM. That 
would offer a single target 
for a drug. 

Peter Amer of Stock- 
holm's Karolinska Institute 
said one of the new genetic 
targets was die beta-three 
adeno receptor, which is used 
by the neurotransmitier cate- 
cholamine to stimulate fat- 
burning. 

Both obesity and diabetes 
researchers have been test- 
ing chemicals that stimulate 
this receptor, but so far they 
have not worked, perhaps 
because rats are being used 
as models. 

He said human models 
were now being used “It 
remains, however, to be 
shown if these new agents 
are effective in anti-obesity 
or anti-diabetes treatment,” 
he said 


Diabetes becoming ‘global epidemic 9 

Diabetes — a 


HELSINKI (R) — Diabetes, 
already the fourth main cause 
of death in many countries, is 
becoming a truly global epi- 
demic, experts told a recent 
conference. 

Drug therapy for Lhe po- 
tentially deadly illness has 
improved little since Insulin 
injections were developed in 
1922 and the best hope is to 
change the way people live, 
they said. 

Diabetes affects 135 mil- 
lion people worldwide. By 
2025, the World Health 
Organisation predicts, ihal 
number will reach 300 mil- 
lion. The rate is set to rise by 
45 per cent in developed 
countries and to triple in 
developing countries. 

“1 think we can truly say 
that the epidemic is here and 
now,” Paul Zimmct. chief 
executive officer of the In- 
ternational Diabetes Institute, 
told a news conference. 

“Unless wc do somclhing 
dramatic, I expect diabetes to 
he one of die major killers in 
the world in lhe year 2010,” 
agreed Jak Jervell. president 
of tire International Diabetes 
Federation. 

“What is bothering me is 
that developing countries will 
bear die brunt or this epidem- 
ic." he told the 9.000 dele- 
gates to the 16th International 
Diabetes Congress. 

Mr. Jervell said complica- 
tions from diabetes killed 2.8 
million people aiound llic 
world every year. About 10 
percent of victims have type- 
one or insulin-dependent dia- 
betes. which is often genetic 
in origin. The rest have type- 



HELSINKI (R) — Experts say a worldwide 
betes is already under way, with 135 milJitm aHremsafferara 
and a predicted 300 million by '2025. ’ 1 v 

There are two main types of diabto. TypeKrae, or Insuliri- 
Dependent .Diabetes Mellitus (IDDM), affects I0%15 jjer 
cent of sufferers and is caused vfaenihp tiody loses itsabiffly 
to produce insulin, which controls. blood sugar levels.. 

More common in children and adolescents, its Syngjtoms 
include frequent urination and accompanying thirst,' Weight- 
loss, tiredness and blurred vision. The body tries to rid itself of 
excess glucose, which causes damage tahlood vessels atid.riiM 
sue. Sufferers most 'be given Insulin and can die withma week 
without it. They must carefully monitor their bloodsugar lev-, 
els and may have to inject themselves With lnsulmfbur tinted 
a day. . 

Type-two diabetes, or Non-Insulin-Dependent Diabetes 
Mellitus (NIDDM), affects the majority of diabetics. Again the 
symptoms are thirst and a frequent need to urinate, blurred 
vision and sometimes a tingling in the hands and feet Because 
damage may have accumulated without the snfierer realising* 
there could be skin problems and slow-healing sores. . « 
Diabetes is caused by a complex interactioa of geitetf and 
behaviour. At least four genes have been associated with a ten- 
dency to diabetes. . ... 


two or non-insulin-dependcnt 
diabetes. 

It kills by causing heart dis- 
ease or kidney failure, and if 
untreated or poorly treated 
can cause blindness, vascular 
problems that lead to damage 
of the limbs, and other com- 
plications. 

Dr. Zimmct said up to half 
of all people with diabetes 
did not even know they had it. 
Symptoms are vague — 
tiredness, thirst and a need to 
urinate frequently arc com- 
mon as the body tries to flush 
away excess blood sugar that 
builds up as the pancreas fails 
lo produce Insulin. 

By the lime damage to tis- 
sue and blood vessels that 
marks the disease shows up, 
it con he too late. 


People who were not at risk 
before were now getting dia- 
betes. the experts said. While 
diabetes used to hit mostly 
those over the age of 50, 
cases were now common 
among people in their 20s 
and 30s. 

Hilary King of the World 
Health Organisation said 
while most victims in devel- 
oped countries were over 65, 
most in developing countries 
were aged 45 to 64. 

“Clearly, we are not dealing 
with a geriatric disease here," 
he told a news conference. 

Rates are skyrocketing in 
populations that are suddenly 
becoming modern and 
Westernised, such as Aus- 
tralian Aborigines, Pacific 
islanders, Native Americans 


and even among black chil- 
dren. 

“The majority of new ca- 
ses will be of type-two dia- 
betes and will be in China, 
the Indian subcontinent and 
Africa,” Dr. Zimmet said. 

Dr. King agreed. “The pat- 
tern is a fairly severe and 
alarming one,” he told a news 
conference. 

The traditional medical 
approach of controlling dia- 
betes with a low-fat, low- 
sugar diet, moderate exercise, 
and careful monitoring did 
not work with these new pop- 
ulations. 

“They think their diabetes 
is due to the fact that the 
white man has taken away 
their lifestyle,” Dr. Zimmet 
said. 

Dr. King said the pattern of 
diabetes was going “hand-in- 
hand" with increasing obesi- 
ty. All experts agree that as 
people switch to high-fat and 
high-sugar diets, bodies that 
evolved to respond to famine 
fail to handle the overload 
Dr. King. Dr. Zimmet and 
other experts said while drugs 
were useful for treating the 
symptoms of diabetes, they 
offered no cure. Eating habits 
and exercise were more 
important. 

Although this sounded like 
a matter of individual respon- 
sibility, it was up to govern- 
ments and society to make 
the needed changes. 

“It's not enough simply to 
tell people what to eat and to 
exercise.” Dr. King said 
“You have to make it feasible 
for them.” 
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ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1 . Cole Porter. 

2. Preamble of the U.S. constitution. 

3. It started in Naples. 

4. World War I. 

5. Believe it or not. the nasturtium is named after a sort 
of sneeze. If you have ever smelled one of these bright 
orange flowers you would know just what kind of a feel- 
ing it gave to your nose. 

The word comes to us from two Latin words, one mean- 
ing nose, the other twist. 

6. The name for this game goes back through old French 
and Danish to the word for a shepherd’s crook. It may well 
be dial the first games of hockey were played between 
shepherds and the first hockey sticks were their crooks! 

7. Most of the Peruvians are descended from the Spanish 
and original Indians. The languages spoken ore Spanish 
and two Indian languages: 


Qucchua and Aymara. 

Peru was once the centre of culture in Spanish South 
America. 

The oldest university in the Americas, San Marcos, was 
founded there way back in 1551 


* * * * 


PUZZLES 

KEYWORDS 

HATE ACID 
Y OVA HI 
MAK ES HIFT 
N E H A M T 
SINK DEFY 
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Features 


Jordan limes, Thursday-Friday, Jtdy\31- August 1, J997 


King says door for dialogue closed 
unless on best interests of Jordan 


(Continued from page 1) 

assassination of former 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. These have 
been crimes committed by 
small factions here and 
there, but their repercus- 
sions were far-reaching 
because these events were 
designed to impose an 
agenda on the majority of 
people who are keen on 
establishing a last and 
durable peace and striving 
for a better life for the 
coming generations, a life 
which we were deprived of 
so far.” 

“These events have so 
far succeeded in obstruct- 
ing the peace process and 
in replacing hope with pes- 
simism, and despair and in 
preventing people from 


reaching their aspirations,” 
the King pointed oul 

He said: “This challenge 
is posed against the major- 
ity of people in Jordan, as 
well as in other parts of 
this region, because this 
faction aims to keep us Liv- 
ing in the darkness, head- 
ing towards the unknown.” 

King Hussein said: “As 
we live in this part of the 
world, we have to protect 
our land and our rights and 
we have to do whatever we 
can to achieve a better 
future that will guarantee 
stability and security and 
enable people to resume 
construction in the coming 
century." 

Stressing the need for 
national unity, the King 
said: “Jordan will remain 
united in times of joy and 


adversity, and should 
strive on — despite some 
weaknesses — in order to 
serve the people in the pre- 
sent and future.” 

Referring to the gradu- 
ates at the War College. 
King Hussein said: “This 
training course is not only 
military in its essence but 
it is rather a training 
course to prepare army 
officers to assume higher 
and more important posi- 
tions, not only within the 
Armed Forces but way 
beyond." 

Reviewing the develop- 
ment of the Royal War 
College over the years, he 
added: “Jordan’s poten- 

tials have been limited and 
the resources were meagre 
but the Armed Forces of 
Jordan have been able to 


achieve for their country 
and nation a unique status 
in this region and in the 
world at large by doing a 
great sen-ice working 
within the U.N. peace- 
keeping forces." 

He referred to the letters 
of appreciation of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces by 
the United Nations and the 
people of former 

Yugoslavia and said they 
were expressing admira- 
tion and appreciation of 
the Jordanian officers for 
their heroic actions and 
sacrifices. 

He said that the Armed 
Forces represent a shield 
that protects the nation 
from dangers and protects 
Jordanians and ensures the 
country’s security, safety 
and stability. 


Double suicide bbmbing kills 14 
in Jerusalem, injures hundreds 


(Continued from page 1) 

workers were seen trying to 
revive a boy of about eight 

Radio reports said the 
two bombers apparently 
drove to the market togeth- 
er disguised in black coats 
with white shirts and ties 
— perhaps in an effort to 
look like ultra-Orthodox 
Jews. Each carried a brief- 
case packed with 10 kilo- 
grammes of explosives, 
police said. 

Bomb squads picked up 
blackened screws and 
nails, packed into the 
bombs to increase then- 
deadly impact. 

Gabi Last deputy nation- 
al police chief, said the two 
blasts went off about 50 to 
60 meters apart. He said 
there had been no intelli- 
gence warnings of terror 
attacks in recent days. 

“ft was boom* -boom, two ■ 
seconds- between explo- 
sions ” said witness Nissim 
Armoza, who was buying a 
sandwich in the market 
when the blast went off. 
An Associated Press 
reporter saw half a corpse, 
ripped apart by the force of 
the blast, lying covered 
with a blanket — apparent- 
ly one of the bombers. 

Palestinian officials con- 
demned the attack, and Mr. 
Arafat called Mr. 
Netanyahu to express his 
condolences. 

“The prime minister said 
to him, in a very tough con- 
versation. that it is not 
enough to express sorrow, 
and that he demands that 
Arafat take action against 
the terrorist organisations 
and against their infrastruc- 
ture." Mr. Netanyahu's 
spokesman Shai Bazak 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who 
called an emergency cabi- 
net meeting for Wednesday 
evening, accused the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 


(PNA) of freeing terrorists. 
“About 150 leaders of 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
were set free like savage 
animals," he said, “set free 
to prowl in our cities and 
our streets to commit these 
barbarous acts. We expect 
action to apprehend these 
terrorists and their leaders 
[and] to collect their 
weapons.” 

Mr. Arafat, however, said 
the Palestinians have 
arrested many people and 
uncovered arms caches. 

“I hope this will not be 
used against the peace 
process,” he told reporters. 

David Bar-Qlan, a top 
aide to Mr. Netanyahu, said 
the government “will not 
consider terrorist strikes 
against its citizens compat- 
ible with the peace process. 
It cannot continue with 
negotiations as long as 
such strikes take place and 
the Palestinian [National] 
Authority does nothing to 
stop them.” 

Mr. Clinton deplored the 
bombings and called on the 
PNA to take “concrete 
steps” to increase security 
in the region. 

Israel immediately impo- 
sed a closure on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, bar- 
ring tens of thousands of 
Palestinians from jobs in 
Israel. Dozens of Israelis 
gathered near the site of the 
attack shouting: “What 

kind of peace is this? Who 
needs this peace?” 

“Peace is dead. We want 
a war with all the Arab 
nations.” said one man. 
Eliyahu Baloush. 

Shopkeepers were ord- 
ered to close their stores as 
police searched for more 
bombs. 

“I heard two booms,” 
said Bibi Daka, who owns 
a watermelon stand at the 
market. “I flew up in the air 
over the stand — I looked 
out and saw people all over 



An Israeli woman covered in blood and seriously wound- 
ed is helped to an ambulance by an Israeli soldier 
Wednesday minutes after two explosions ripped through 
an outdoor market in the centre of the city, killing 18 peo- 
ple and wounding over 100, Police said the attack was 
apparently the work of Islamist militant suicide bombers. 
Another injured man lies on the ground waiting medical 
attention (Reuters photo) 


the place, lying on top of 
each other underneath the 
stand.” 

Sarah Yam in, a 43-year- 
old Jerusalemite shopping 
at the market, said, “there 
was a big explosion, then 
there was another explo- 
sion. People flew in the air 
without legs, without arms, 
without clothes.” 

It was the first bombing 
since the March 21 attack 
on a Tel Aviv cafe in which 
three Israeli women and the 
suicide bomber were 


killed, and the most serious 
attack since the February- 
March 1996 wave of 
bombings carried out by 
the militant Islamist group 
Hamas. 

“I was inside the shop 
when the first explosion 
took place.” a man identi- 
fied as Avner told Israel 
Radio. “The second one 
was just a second later. 
Anybody who was between 
two walls was saved, any- 
body who poked his head 
out was killed." 


Knesset moves to limit intifada compensation 


(Continued from page 1) 

majority of which are fic- 
ticious.” 

Under pressure from 
human rights groups, the 
government has been 
forced to change some 
aspects of the proposed 
law, which has been in the 


works since the Labour 
government of assassinat- 
ed Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

Mr. Hanegbi said 4.000 
complaints have already 
been filed and 700 have 
been dealt with by the 
courts. 

Israel has already spent . 


nearly S18 million in 
compensation for Pales- 
tinians killed or wounded 
in error when their homes 
were damaged accidental- 
ly or during the destruc- 
tion of a neighbouring 
house. 

During the uprising, 
more Sian a thousand 


Palestinians were killed 
and lens of thousands 
wounded by Israeli 
troops. 

During parliamentary 
debate on the proposed 
law. several Palestinian 
families currying disabled 
children demonstrated in 
front of the parliament. . 


Palestinian legislature demands 
ouster of Arafat’s government 


Environmental sustainability 


an act 



By Dr. Maher Fathi 
AbuTaieb 

JORDAN. LIKE many 
other developing countries, 
has a relatively scarce nat- 
ural resource base and a 
high population-growth 
rate. The country is con- 
fronting environmental 
problems at the local, 
regional and global levels. 
The notion that the local, 
and regional environment 
must be protected and sus- 
tained has been a priority 
long recognised by the 
government. 

Jordan has been success- 
ful in setting up the institu- 
tions necessary to fully 
consider non-quantifiable 
environmental factors. The 
main problem of environ- 
mental management, how- 
ever. stems from the lack of 
comprehensiveness in 
environment protection and 
pollution control activity 
and inadequate enforce- 
ment of laws and guide- 
lines in the country. 

Some of the local prob- 
lems include land quality 
impacts, whereby dimin- 
ishing land quality due to 
improper drainage has 
reached the point where 
future dry seasons could 
render some of the lands 
unsuitable or cause dimin- 
ished agricultural yields; 
desertification and air pol- 
lution standards. Jordan 
can be considered to have a 
clean air environment. 
There are certain areas in 
the country, however, 
where the concentration of 
pollutants is higher than the 
limits accepted by interna- 
tional standards. 

Arguably, the most 
important class of environ- 


mental problems in Jordan 
is water-related, implying 
real threats to public health 
and agricultural and indus- 
trial productivity. Another 
important problem con- 
cerns tbe.dispopl of solid 
waste. Municipal solid 
waste and indukrial haz- 
ardous and non-hazardous 
waste (including medical 
waste) are dumped in sani- 
tary landfills where strict 
monitoring operations have 
yet to be enforced. 

In terms of thi regional 
environment, Jordan faces 
some serious problems, 
most of which are related 
to the sharing of water 
resources with its neigh- 
bours. These resources 
include the Jordan river 
system, shared by Jordan, 
Israel. Syria, Lebanon and 
Palestine, and the Disi 
groundwater aquifer, 
shared with Saudi Arabia. 
The concerns here include 
Dead Sea water levels, Jor- 
don River water quality and 
quantity and shared non- 
renewable groundwater 
aquifers. 

With respect to global 
environmental problems, 
Jordan is likely to be 
impacted by internationally 
transmitted phenomena, 
such as global climate 
change from greenhouse 
gas emissions. Although 
scientific analysis has pro- 
vided only broad and rather 
uncertain predictions 
about global warming, any 
such change has the poten- 
tial to affect the supply of 
irrigation water and the 
demand for water by crops. 
This would translate into 
increased costs for ensur- 
ing developing and sustain- 
ing irrigation projects. 


In addition, die global 
warming' trend would fhr- 
ther induce drops in Dead 
Sea water-levels .and in the 
fresh ground water levels 
in the Kingdom :and cause 
increased soil saliiratibh- 

Anotber potential prob- 
lem, stemming from global 
temperature rises, of 
between one', ^to .fbnr 
' degrees, is. the rise in ofcean . 
temperature. . 

Jordan may’be vulnerable 
to the loss of its coral reefs 
in Aqaba and the Red Sea 
. because of a process foat- 
affects ' corals; . called 
bleaching. Bleaching is 
believed to occur when' 
abnormally hi gh : tempera- 1 ■ 
Hires exist in the sea/and 
some scientists have called 
bleaching a harbinger of 
global warming. 

Jordan has long recog- 
nised the importance of 
responding to environmen- 
tal threats; die legal-based 
and institutional frame- 
work developed over the 
years ' has come as a 1 
response to a number of 
distinct environmental 
issues: water pollution, 

land quality, natural 
resources management and 
protection^ and wildlife 
■ management and conserva- 
tion. 

The government has 
opted to confront the 
regional environmental 
problems . through high 
level diplomacy. In terms 
of the global environmental \ 
threats, such as global 
warming, Jordan is signa- 
tory to all relevant environ- 
mental treaties. 

As mentioned, Jordan has .. 
attempted to face' its- envi- 
ronmental problems and 
has instituted policies to. 


minimise environmental 
degradation ■ due to eco- 
nomic. development But 
without fundamentally new 
monitoring and enforce- 
ment approaches, efforts to 
prowde sustiunable water, 
environmental sanitation, 
systems and sustainable 
development for all may 
fail Water, soil and aif 
quality testing nfiist be. aug- 
mented by monitoring and 
assessment schemes that 
are. directly tied with some 
. form of legal enforcement. 

Such issues . need to be 
through greater 
festments and by rnoni- 
» and coordinating the 
of testing labs and 
_ment agencies. At 
point, monitoring and 
assessment schemes will 
not only serve to establish 
base-line conditions, but 
will also serve to- indicate 
■the extent of en vironmental 
stress and response. This 
must be performed com- 
prehensively-. with the 
expert assistance of envi- 
ronmental scientists, inter- 
national and local non-gov- 
ernmental organisations in 
order to confront the wide 
range of environmental 
problems . in i a timely and 
effective manner. 

Given the importance 
attafcbed to environmental 
affairs, environmental sus- 
tainability must not be 
viewed merely . as an act of 
enhancing the quality of 
life, but, due to the sensi- 
tivity of r .the natural 
resource base, as an act of 
-survival. 

Thp writer is president of 

- Environmental Resources 

- Management Consultants 
of Amman, Jordan ._ 
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mafia which controls the 
transfer of patients abroad 
for treatment in Jordan. 
Egypt and Israel." he said. 

Before the start of the 
session. Council President 
Ahmed Qorie read out a 
message from Mr. ArafaL 
saying the president “is 
following these delibera- 
tions and will take the 
appropriate measures at 
the appropriate time." 

“President Arafat will not 
tolerate any ministers 
implicated in corruption 
■emaining in their min- 


istries,” Mr. Arafat's 

spokesman Marwan 

Kanafani said. 

“But we must discuss 
these accusations and 
examine their basis,” he 
added, 

“It was dear to us in our 
investigations that [the 
three ministers] are impli- 
cated in corruption and 
using their influence in 
order to carve out their 
own power centres and to 
achieve personal ends,” 
Mr. Abdul Qader said. 

The report was issued by 
a nine-member commis- 
sion created to look into an 


interna! audit by the PNA 
which revealed the mis- 
management of $326 mil- 
lion in 1996. 

Earlier Mr. Shaath lashed 
out at the report and called 
for its authors to be prose- 
cuted. The report was "a 
cruel and unfair campaign, 
it is a slander and an abuse 
of the PNA,” he said. 

“The truth is that the 
main thing behind this 
campaign is personal 
ambition. Members of the 
legislature want to dissolve 
the cabinet so that ihe> can 
be appointed ministers in 
it,” Mr. Shaath replied. 



“This report is a huge 
political crime and the 
members of the committee 
should be held accountable 
for their methods of inves- 
tigating." he said. 

Countries which have 
pledged muttons of dollars 
in aid to Mr. Arafat's 
administration since it was 
established in 1994. 
including the U.S™ have 
set clean governing as a 

condition for delivering -4T3B | t ^ i _ . ,. j._j 

The report levelled no f A 

allegations of wrongdoing 
against Mr. Arafat. 






drafts mini-budget 
soaring expenses 


PARIS (Ri— The Alger- 
ian government on 
Wednesday drafted a mini- 

budget for the next five 
monrhs to meet inflated 
state expenditure, the cab- 
inet said. 

In a state me nt on the 
official Algerian news 
agency APS. it said the 
increased spending on top 
of the original 1997 bud- 
get stemmed mainly from 
pay rises for government 
workers and pensions, 
along with payment of 
debts doe to state-owned 
firms and die cost of hold- 
ing loeai elections. 

"There is a good reason 
to make clear that the 
drawing of the ( mini-bud- 
get » text was made neces- 
sary due to the emergence 
of new expenditure since 
the beginning of the year." 
the cabinet said. 

But it said the extra 
spending would not upset 
state finances and swell 
the budget deficit because 
Algeria had additional 
income from higher world 
oil prices than it had origi- 
nally forecast. 

The cabinet said the gov- 
ernment had based the 
budget on a conservative 
oil price of S 17.50 a band 
but Algerian crude had 
earned more than that. It 
gave no details. 

The government draws 
more than half of its bud- 
get from oil and gas taxes. 

The cabinet did not give 


all the figures for the 
emergency expenditure, 
saying only that they 
included salary hikes for 
civil servants, subsidies 
for the retirement fund, 
underwriting of debts due 
to siate-owned companies 
and the cost of local elec- 
tions. 

These items totalled 29 
billion dinars ($500 mil- 
lion). 

The statement made no 
mention of any provision 
for extra spending expect- 
ed after a severe drought 
which has badly hit about 
one million fanners and 
this year's cereal harvest. 

The draft mini-budget 
will be the first budget to 
be submitted by the gov- 
ernment to a multi-party’ 
National Assembly (lower 
house 1 elected in June and 
representing 10 political 
parties and 1 1 indepen- 
dents. 

But the three-party coali- 
tion government has a 
secure majority to pass the 
budget. 

According to official fig- 
ures reported earlier by 
APS, Algeria forecast 
829.4 billion dinars (,$14.8 
billion) total revenue 
against 914.1 billion 
dinars l$I6.32 billion) 
expenditure, producing a 
deficit of about $1.5 bil- 
lion for 1997. 

Meanwhile, Algeria is 
planning to sell of between 
200 and 230 state-owned 


companies either totally or 
in part according to a 
senior Algerian official. 

Algerian newspapers on 
Tuesday quoted Ahmad 
Tibaoui as telling a meet- 
ing of Algerian and Ger- 
man businessmen on 
Monday: “The sectors of 
construction, major public 
works and building mate- 
rials wiU be totally priva- 
tised." 

The only exception 
would be the cement 
industry where the state 
would keep a stake but 
would open it to private 
capital. 

Other areas where com- 
panies would be sold off 
included tourism, distribu- 
tion networks and the 
chemical and pharmaceu- 
tical industry, Liberte 
newspaper quoted him as 
saying. 

The newspaper said on 
the list were 18 chemical- 
pharmaceutical factories 
slated for total sale and 
four for partial privatisa- 
tion. A tractor plant and 
railway wagon manufac- 
turing unit would be 
opened up to private capi- 
tal. 

Mr. Tibaoui, the senior 
official responsible for 
overseeing state holdings, 
was quoted as telling the 
business forum: “We are 
adapting each time to the 
demand from the non-resi- 
dent market (Algerian 
expatriates and 


international firms). 1 ' 

He said there were also 
plans for a second privati- 
sation programme affect- 
ing local authority enter- 
prises in which shares 
would be issued only to 
the company workers. 

Liberte quoted 

Abderhmane Mebtoul, 
Algeria’s privatisation 
council president, as say- 
ing that privatisation 
would speed up from next 
January. 

The sale of state assets 
has made little progress 
since the policy was intro- 
duced four years ago after 
three decades of cen- 
tralised state control. 

Many companies have 
for years been heavily 
overmanned and Western 
diplomats have said that 
Algerian officials were 
wary of the inevitable 
increase in unemployment 
that would follow massive 
privatisation. 

Tbe officials have 
blamed unemployment, 
poverty and lack of hope 
for sending many young 
people into the ranks of 
militan ts who have been 
fighting for nearly six 
years to topple the author- 
ities. 

President Liamine Zer- 
oual has criticised the pace 
of privatisation and earlier 
this month set up a privati- 
sation control commission 
to oversee the programme. 


HOROSCOPE FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, AUGUST 1, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Fighter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If a superior enthusiasti- 
cally gives you some suggestions today, be sure to follow 
(hem to (he letter, thereby you can be quite successful. 
Labour upon improving the appearance of your abode and 
make it mure pleasant for guests. 

TAUR US: (April 20 to May 20) If some minor repairs to 
your property are necessary today, this is a good time to 
make them before they become too costly. Pay particular 
attention to the stare of your health, thereby you can keep 
up with career activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If your finances are a bit 
strained, this would be a good time to collect money owed 
to you. thereby you will have extra funds for the days 
ahead. If you go out with close friends later this evening, 
don't spend too much. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Be sure to 
keep any vital business appointment today, or you could 
miss a great opportunity for becoming quite successful. Be 
more affectionate to your mate and take him or her to a 
romantic location this evening. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A difficulty which has been 
j interfering with your career activities should be solved 
immediately. A dose friend can be very helpful to you 
tonight, so listen to what he or she has to suggest for you 
to get successful. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Your energy level 
will exceptionally high this morning, and you can accom- 
plish a great deal, so by all means proceed with all your 
duties. Help out a close friend later this evening who is in 
quite a difficult situation. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You should not do 


anything today which could disturb your family. If you j 
have been thinking about taking a trip, later this evening is 
a good time for making the plan, so consult your loved 
ones for suggestions. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) If you have any 
outstanding bills which should be paid today, this is a 
good time to do so. A friend needs more time before keep- 
ing a promise which he or she has given, so make the effort 
oblige this person. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Listen 
to the advice given to you today by a good friend, as this 
person cares a great deal about you. Try to spend more 
time with your loved ones and show that you do appreci- 
ate them by doing something special for them. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You should 
not try to rush fellow associates through their career activ- 
ities today, or a big disagreement could follow. Show your 
appreciation to a friend later this evening, by taking this 
individual out for recreational activities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Your mate may 
be in a strange mood today, so try to accommodate this 
person. Get together with good friends for some entertain- 
ment which everyone will enjoy and which is not too 
expensive so you have extra funds. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Try to create more 
accord within your family and thereby you can maintain a 
more harmonious situation. Forget socialising this 
evening. Instead, get plenty of rest so you will be wide 
awake for the days ahead. 

Birthstone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz 


JUNK MAIL! ALL 
10E EVER SET 15 
JUNK MAIL! 


WERE, WE SOT SOME ‘ WE MIS5 YOU, AND WE PROBABLY A TIRE 

JUNK MAIL WITH YOUR TMINK OF YOU NIGHT 0 COMPANY OR SOMETH IN6 
NAME ON IT... AND DM'!.. ANP IT'S . § 

— 7/~ ON PINK STATIONERY.. £ LJ j 





I'M HOME 
7 FROM •< 
f WOKK-t, 


O 1997 UGH LTD 

US! WSYWOCATIDM HTERfUnotUl 

VUNOn™ m p »C A SYNDICATE hc 


^ DON'T WAIT 
UP FOR ME, 
PET, I'VE GOT, 
_ MY KEY y 



she'll have to 

^ GO BACK ON < 
THEM TABLETS 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


' <7EFT= ITS RIDICULOUS/ ^ 
I CANT MARRY A SHRIMP/ 
I WANT A TALL. STRONG J 
MAN/ 


— — 

mm 


i’ll havethe 
SAME AS HIS/ J 



CMWTeoOEDUk 
MIMB romra 




— * 


REUTERS 


RbU iERS 


The Business of Information 


Male 

r Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 

30/07/97 19:29 

US Dollar 

aasai. 

1^330 

(LSI 33 

&«ync/ 

13134 

118.15 

1.3810 

1785X0 

■<*****^ 

2X643 

6.1786 

bEMlrie ■ ‘ 

0.5456 



0.3342 

08280 


0^30 

974.14 

1.1286 

3X716' 

GB Sterling 

1J5304 

2.3130 

- 

24677 

192.77 

2J516 

2911X2 

3X658 

10X752 

* CH Franc 

0.6608 

12TJDS 

0^049 

- 

7008 

0A122 

1178.93 

136X3 

4X816 

JP Yen 

0.0085 

1J501 

0JE184 

1J798 

. 

1.1879 

15.10 

174X9 

5^255 

;CA D6llar ■ ' 

0.7241 

1J279 

04346 

13)950 

1.17 

.. 

1290.72 

1X958 

4X753 

IT Lira 

0JM06 

14)255 

0.3429 

0.0847 

1514.00 

0J726 

- 

11X5 

3X569 

NLGtiitctar 

04844 

88 J3 

029C8 

73.29 

57.19' 

0X688 

864X8 

'• 

2X916 

FR Franc 

0.1618 

0J2966 

0JM92 

244879 

19.10 

0J2235 

33X1 

33X100 



Middle Eastern Currencies 


US Dollar 


Qatar Dina 




0.7080 

3J504 

0X770 

3X400 0X047 

3X728 

1539.00 

1X124 

' - ' 

5X972 

0X324 

5.1412 0X304 

5.1876 

2173.73 

0X666 

0.1888 

. 

0.1005 

0X7 0X812 

0X8 

410X6 

2.85 

1X781 

9X488 

. 

9X6 0.8083 

9.74 

4082X5 

0X747 

0.1945 

1X303 

1X303 

0.0837 

1.01 

422X0 

3X819 

2X238 

12X085 

1X372 

11X5 - 

12X5 

5050X7 

0X723 

0.1928 

1X211 

0.1026 

0.9911 0X830 

- 

419X3 

0X5 

0X600 

2X369 

0X449 

2X652 0.1980 

2X865 

- 

0X953 

0X091 

1.1075 

0.1413 

1X749 0X900 

1X845 

454X5 


Mid-East Currencies 


S 

Brent 

s 

19X3 

19.19 

SA Riyal 

&&SDX 

0X666 

: T>EMk 

0X890 

KToo 

20,13 

20X5 

AE Dirham 

0X723 

0X9935 

Bonny 

19X3 

19.19 

KW Dinar 

3X819 

6X2047 

Dubai 

?i7M 

1773 

’ BH D/nar 

0X770 

4X6618 

UL Gas 

201.00 

196X0 

CY Pound 

1X537 

3X969 


Metal Prices 

Gold (oz'sj 326X 326-9 

: '4X8 - 4X 

Platinum (oz*s) 427.5 430.5 

‘AL (3 Months) 1697 1698 

CU (3 Months) 2302 2305 

Zinc (3 Month*) 1455 1465 

Lead (3 Months 632 634 

Nl (3. Months] ■ 7356 7860 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


USD M7 5.56 5X5 575 5X1 

GBP 6*1 6.81 7.00 7.12 . 7.37 

JPY 0.56 0.59 0.65 0X8 0.68 

DEM . Z94 3.01 3.05 3.15 3 JO 

FRF UJ Ut 131 U$ U4 

CHF 1.43 1.37 1.49 1.56 1.60 

ITL 6X6 6X2 6.72 6.57 6X3 


Mam Equity Indices 


m&mm 

NewYork 

jpswfitae 

DOW JONES 

8238.64 

64.11 

KX&Oi 

0.78 

8262.79 

8172.9 8174X3 

: Newyork 

SSP500 

950.12 

7X3 

0X3 

952.19 

941X8 ‘942X9 

London 

FT-SE 100 

4927X 

50.7 

1X4 

4927X 

4888X 4876X 

Tokyo 

NJKKIE 225 

20212X2 

-189.92 

-0.93 

20418X 

20170X 20402.7 

Parts 

CAC40 

3069X 

45.67 

1X1 

3075.93 

3047.18 3023.63 

Frankfurt . 

DAX 

442172 

40X3 

0.91 

4426.19 

44017 4381.69 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (S/ton) 
Sugar (Won) 
Wheat ftttcfn) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea fstg/kg) 
Barley (S/bsh) 
. R!ce{$/tonJ 


* JOP Cross Rates 

US Dollar 0.708 0.710 

GB Startling 1.1529 1:1567 

DE Mark 0.3653 (U872 

CH Franc 0.4659 0.4682 

FR Franc 0.1143 0.1149 

JP Yen 0 .5976 06006 

NL Guilder 0.3419 03436 

IT Lira 0.3943 03969 

* Source: Centra) Bank of Jordan. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Florida city 
6 Gl’s address 
9 Check 

13 Less ruddy 

14 Parched 

16 Sharpen 

17 Perfume 
ingredient 

18 Certain 
European 

19 EngEsh 
composer 

20 Ornamental 
dasp 

22 Takes 
advantage of 

23 Levantine ketch 

24 Undo 

26 Pamphlets 

30 Asian mountain 
range 

32 Mr. Limbaugh 

33 Anglo-Saxon 
serf 

35 Night “muster 

39 Dancer Fred 

41 Actor Rod 

43 Poet William 
Butler — 

44 Concerning 

46 Smelting waste 

47 Diminutive 

49 Sprinkles 

51 Ransom 

54 Navy jail 

56 Smell 

57 — Lake, NY 

63 Prerflection 

64 Noble male 

65 Bind 

66 Melville opus 

67 Border lake 

68 Minneapofe 
suburb 

69 Mountain lake 

70 Author’s works: 
abbr. 

71 Khartoum is its 
capital 

DOWN 

1 Oil cartel 

2 SponduSx 

3 Can. prov. 

4 British court of 
old 


1 I 1 U M I Ml 1 1 In 


19 110 Ml 112 




128 (27 128 


1 35 | )36 1 37 1 38 


1 47 [ (48 


51 [52 1 53 


56 




63 




66 




69 





[59 (60 {61 1 62 


1« I ■ 


by Eugene Puffenberger 


5 Take into 
custody 

6 Very, in music 

7 Web-footed bird 
6 Algerian port 

9 Fanatical patriot 

10 Nag 

11 Tube or 
sanctum 

12 Small anvil 

15 Turn inside out 
21 Surgeon's beam 

25 Allay 

26 Salver 

27 Imposture 

28 Thin Man's dog 

29 British poet 
31. For fear that 

34 Connery or Penn 

36 Leer 

37 Bring up 

38 Units of work 
40 Enlightened 

words 
42 Namely 
45 Ancient Greek 
city 

48 TV host 


Thursday's Puzzle solved: 


□□□Q 0001313 □□□□ 
□ODD □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□0 □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□□ EJDoraa 
□□□ □□(SO □□□□□□ 
□□□□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□□El OBUQ □□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□ □□□□ □!!□□□ 

__□□□□□ □□□□□□ 

:□□□□□ □□□□ □□□ 

□□□□□ □□□□□□ 

□□DO □□□DO □□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□□ □□□Q 


0 1997 Triourw Media SflTViMS, IrtC. 
M ritfrts reserved. 


50 Certain marbles 

51 Automaton 

52 Watery swelling 

53 Contributor 
55 Reigns 

58 Damage 


59 Pakistan’s 
official language 

60 — pro quo 

61 AnnapoBs inst 

62 — example (for 
instance) 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
THURSDAY, 
JULY 31, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 
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ARIES: (March 2\ 

April 19) Get your priori- & 
ues straight today, and ^ ■ v- 
focus your attention or >. : ^i ^ ■' 
whatever is most impor. ' fi : j;.' : ”- 

tant to you. Have Inore V |pr, i 
confidence in your fine V s ■ • :V 
abilities and thereby you - 

can handle any difficok 
ties which come alone. ■ :*.■ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to J pfj-. 

May 20) You have many ■ . :• 

options for getting ahead ' k ; gfi 1 ‘ ■■ 
more quickly today, so be j*.s •“ " 
sure to give the matter ^ _ 

plenty of consideration ' 

before making a choice, 

Later this evening will be 
good for meeting with 

knowledgeable people. _ - 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Stop daydream- 

ing so much today and get - , 

down to practical career *<rT- ' . i : 

activities wluch will r ^;‘ 

bring you greater success. 'ji : 

T^y to spend more tune : -;i 
with your mate later this '!>: 
evening and he or she will ; ij : 
appreciate the increased :«j ■ 

attentio n. ‘ : ' ' ■ 1 V 

MOON CHILDREN: (June : .- 1 - ! 

22 to July 21) You should ' -i -*j- 

not allow your emotimts 

to interfere with a busi- ' - 

ness decision ot you ” 

could make the incorrect 

decision . Be sure of all f : 

the details before signing 

an important contract or ’ ; 

you could miss some- ,- 

thing critical. f ' 

LEO: (July 22 to August -^7 ■ 

21) Your daily activities 

can be improved today if : ' 

you organise them more 

intelligently. You would ij-i ■ 

be wise to stop talking so : 

much and start acting . 

towards completing any "■ 

important career activi- 

ties which have been pifl 

aside. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) If you 
want to get into new 
recreation activities with 
close friends today, be 
sure you have the time ;f :.. T 

and money first to spend ' ' 

whatever is necessary. 

You should not get 

involved in any ridey ... •- - 

schemes which could 

cause difficulties. T 

LIBRA: (September 23 , 

to October 22) Focus J . . ‘ ' * 

your anention on your 

home and loved ones 

today, and try to find a ;* ‘ 

way of creating more har- !\ ■ ■ : _ : 

mony there. Avoid dis- 5 : : J; 

agreements at all costs or 

there could be a difficult _ :\ Z S 

situation developing in . < :; 

the days ahead. tr£- — - i 

SCORPIO: (October 23 „ 

to November 21) Try to . £■• •*“.■» 
alleviate any tensions ' 
existing between yourself y? •: 
and close friends today, 1 U r 

which can be avoided. If 

you must go out this 

evening, be sure to drive ~ 

with great care thereby ««TTERHALF, 
you can avoid any diffi- — - 

cufties. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 

Study your assets and liar j . 

bilities well today, and \ f 

plan your financial affairs FV, y 

for the days ahead wisely. IN ^ \ \ 

You should not let your J ^ 
emotions sway your deri- r* 5 - 

sion or you could make i^y 

your career activities 

unsuccessful. [ i f 

CAPRICORN: (Decern- I I i 

ber 22 to January 20) You j 

will have some free time ^[i 111 1,1111 'm 

today, so take care of J ^ S S habit! 
these small tasks you | w ~ J ^ 

have been putting aside, s u Ui ! Gda 1 
Try to be more consider- he 

ate of your mate, and . 

show that you truly do 

appreciate him or her in 9^,^. _ 
your life. L 7 ? ^w AT , 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) If a - j- 

close friend comes to you ' : : " C 

for a favour today, be sure ^ 

to help this person as l 

much as possible, get “ - 

involved with a group 1 p -j 

labouring for a good 

cause. Later this evening Mjfiflpl _ ~fl 

wiU be good for recre- 
ational activities with yM 'V 

close friends. 

PISCES: (February 20 to . 

March 20) If you needl^MJ T v 

support for a new pioWyi 

today, contact some oWyA<^ j »| 

friends who owe you ?■ 

favour and which caB ^uTT j “ 

give you valuable 

gestions. Yon should notxj 

neglect the details of your 'z'-- 
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Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, July 31- August 1, 1997 


Qatar to boost refining capacity 


DOHA .(R) 


Qatar 


pkmsto spend two tuition 
riyals ($550 million) on 
expanding output cnpaci- 
tyofite, tone refinery io 

137.000 barrels per dav 
(bpd) from 80,OlX) by the 
year 2000, an official 
reporrsaid on Sunday. 

•The expansion scheme 
comprises the construc- 
tion of a 27.G0U bpd con- 
densate refinery ami the 
fractionation ol conden- 
sutes produced from 
Dukhan field with a pro- 
duction capacity of 

30.000 bpd.’ 1 said the 
state-owned Qatar Gener- 
al Petroleum Corporation 
(QGPCj in it* annual 
report. 


“Thi* will increase the 
total refining capacity to 

137.000 hpd...ai an esti- 
mated cost ol* two billion 
rivals,” the report said, 

Qatar’s _ Messai'ecd 
refinery, south of the cap- 
ita! Doha, currently pro- 
duces 80,000 bpd of 
rdineiy oil products 
including buiugas, super 
gasoline, lead-tree premi- 
um gasoline, kerosene 
and fuel oil 

.Around 20,000 bpd of 
the refined products are 
consumed locally and 

60.000 bpd are exported 

to the regional market. 

“Nine major engineer- 
ing companies, shortlist- 
ed earlier, have submitted 


quotation* far the expan- 
sion project, 1 ’ said a 
QGPC official. 

The bidding companies 
arc Japan’s Gasoline 
Company 1%3.T. Chiyo- 
da Corporation 6366.T, 
Brown and Run Hal.N, 
Bechtel. Foster Wheeler 
FWC.N, Abb Lumnius 
Globa], Fluor Dannie! 
(Canada), Snumprogetii 
Eni. Mi and Technip 
Tecf.Pa. 

He said the project will 
be funded by commercial 
loans and export credits 
and the bidders have been 
asked to present financial 
packages to back up their 
bids, said the official. 


Saudi prince invests in Jerusalem 
to counter Jewish construction 


RIYADH tAFF) - Saudi 
tycoon Prince Walid Ben 
filial Ben Abdul A/iz 
announced plans Wednes- 
day to invest in a new Pales- 
tinian consnuciitHi linn fur 
Jerusalem to hokier the 
Arab pre'.ence m the disput- 
ed Holy City. 

AI Qutk t Jerusalem > Cnn- 
structiun and Investment 
Company said it “uirm to 
leverage Arab support of the 
Palestinian presence in the 
Holy City through the cmi- 
struetion of housing, com- 
mercial projects." 

But tlie billionaire prince's 


office, which said tile 
ncuh-fumied companv lias 
several Palestinian husitiess- 
men on its board as well ;ss 
the Arab Bank, did nut dis- 
ek*c tike am*»um of his 
investment or where the 
firm is to be ba-cd. 

Jerusalem) has b-een uf the 
core of a four-month dead- 
lock in ihc Middle East 
peace pnvess because of 
Israel's construction of a 
new Jewish setilctnent on 
the outskirts nf the ciij's 
annexed Arab eastern sector. 

But Monday Israel's Inte- 
rior Mimstrv announced that 


a Isotly-ciiistested project to 
build mi*rc Jewish settler 
homes, this time in the Has 
Al A mud rri^htx-urh>Ksl of 
east Jerusalem, has been 
icmporanlv hailed. 

L'.S. millionaire Ining 
Muskov itz ha> backed off 
plans 10 begin construction 
on the settlement, a neigh- 
borhood of some 1 1 .OoO 
Palestinians, after warnings 
it would spark an explosion 
of \ io! ence. 

The Palestinian* want east 
Jerusalem, which Israel 
.seized in the 1M67 Middle 
East war. as the capital of a 


future suite of their own. 

On Tuesday, the prince's 
kingdom holding company 
announced his first Palestin- 
ian investment, saying he 
was to pump $10 million 
into hotel and housing pro- 
jects in the Gaza Strip and 
cities of the West Bank. 

Prince Walid. a nephew of 
King F:ihd. is estimated u> 
be worth Sll billion. The 
-Kt-year-oM controls a 
worldwide investment, 
banking, construction and 
leisure empire. 
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PAST 1? 

-v;** 

OM~ 

COKPASr-t HAK* 

P / « 

DZV. 

HO. 

or 

TflANS . 

NO. OP 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADES 

JO 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 

29B.OC3 JH.550 

AJUB 

13. 6 

1.35 

46 

21(41 

6373IO 

2B9.00 

290. DO 

7.00* 


1.680 

JOA.BATlOaAl. BK. 

t 

s 0.00 

65 

69007 

141817 

2.05 

■.■■O'. 

- 


.300 

hjo.eas? irej.&T- 

61.7 

0.00 

1 

500 

470 

.*1 

.•<4 

• 03« 


2.150 

IKOUSTBIAl- CEV.BF. 

B.l 

7.69 

10 

21500 

47092 

:.:o 

2.20 

. 


4.4C0 

tut. non:.:ne ba. 

14.6 

1.98 

9 

7 16 J 

149.91 

4.84 

4.8C 

. C4 ■ 

4 . 180 

J.440 

J03.KUWAST aMi 

10.9 

0.00 

ID 

51,4 

ni** 

3.96 

J.U>. 



.760 

-’OK.GVLJ BAW. 

4.? 

6.86 

19 

47750 

37 J 55 

. 78 

. 74 

.0! * 


1.460 

JOB. '.5LAK1C HAM* 

16.0 

3.05 

64 

47528 

186704 

3-85 

3.9* 

■ C9. 


1.110 

ytliorf bit . r.hv. t w. 

P 

0.00 

I 

500 

6 JO 

1.29 

1.26 

.03- 

3. SCO 

3.000 

JOB. iuu.h:n. BAKU 

= 1.7 

Q.00 

2 

160 

5CiB 

J. J7 

3.3b 

.Ol- 


:-coo 

bc:t.al-ral ibeitjiaj 

.7 

13.89 

j 

1250 

1350 

1.11 

1 .08 

.03- 


.810 

PWILAOTTL . 7W- 1 . Br_ 

9 

0.00 

? 

300 

:ai 

.95 

-V6 

.01* 

BSHK 9KCTOP TOTALS IWEXi 21S.J1 »CW>l 

•2.06 

231 

197952 

1008931 




2.260 

1.590 

JOB TtOX ca 1HSUR. 

4.6 

12.42 

3 

421 

677 

1.61 

!.h! 

- 

utsuKASec s eciD a 

mrxLS INSEX 1 11J.B5 *CBC: 

0.00 

3 

421 

677 




I. MO 

1.5C0 

JOB . ELECTS I C . 

8.1 

5.95 

37 

24532 

24301 

1.66 

1.6B 

.02* 


2.150 

SHIPPING LIMES 

16.4 

4.bl 

1 

5000 

14100 

2.81 

2.82 

.01. 


.930 

BAIL. PCWTTOI-IO 

Q 

0.00 

40 

42200 

69895 

1 - 38 

1.44 

.Ob* 


.820 

BEAL ESTATE IUV. 

12.2 

6.B2 

2 

450 

39D 

■ Bb 

.88 

_ 

.tio 

.480 

dohda:: istl-trad. 

26.2 

0.00 

2 

6000 

3060 

.SI 

.51 



6.900 

ALRA- J 

12.3 

7.30 

2 

125Q 

6563 

6.90 

0.85 

.05- 

i.no 

1.150 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

IB. 3 

0.00 

4 

1350 

1630 

1.17 

1.20 

.03* 

2.230 

1.630 

UKIFIED CO. 

e.j 

6.43 

5 

1500 

2565 

1.69 

:.7i 

.02. 

sjuo/icr 

secroa TOTALS IRDKX. 10S.7Q *CHCi 

+0.49 

83 

7? JB2 

114504 




4.450 

3.100 

JOB. CEMENT FACT. 

26.9 

2.76 

25 

237 J) 

94553 

3.97 

J.99 

.02- 


2.710 

JOB. PHOSPHATE MIMES 

11.0 

2.53 

3 

10OO 

3950 

3.95 

3.»5 


7.030 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.6 

3.15 

3 

1250 

7938 

6.36 

6.35 


10.250 

9.040 

JOB. PETBOL. HEPIMAKy 

9.8 

8. 82 

30 

10432 

101860 

9.74 

10. OB 

.34. 

3.260 

3.650 

I NCOS TRIAL COMM.AGR. 

g 

0.00 

4 

117 

194 

1.6B 

1 ■ tb 

.02- 

4.100 

3.040 

ARAB PHARa - HASP. 

11.2 

4.90 

25 

5559 

224B6 

4.00 

4.09 

■ 08. 

5.650 

4.300 

DAH ALCANA DU . I [TV. 

13.0 

4.72 

H 

50274 

286450 

5.30 

5.30 

_ 

3.850 

2-400 

ARAB AUm-IND- 

5.7 

10.20 

10 

1274 

3090 

2.40 

2.45 

.05* 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK c. POULTRY 

9.7 

O.OD 

6 

5527 

2547 

. 4S 

.46 

.01- 

1.310 

1.000 

ARAB PAPER COHV.TRD. 

31.8 

0.00 

4 

' B50 

884 

1.03 

1.04 

01- 

.770 

.510 

NATIONAL I NOS. 

g 

0.00 

3 

6000 

3120 

.51 

- 52 

.01 + 

1.290 

.510 

nUTEHMEO . PETRO . CHEM . 

9 

a. oo 

35 

17200 

9S1£ 

.53 

■ .56 

.03. 

.990 

.530 

JOR. ROCKKOOL ISDS. 

9 

0.00 

a 

4250 

2847 

.60 

.63 

.03. 

2.980 

3.520 

ON TV . (THEM . Iims . 

14.0 

6.45 

5 

3100 

4864 

1.52 

l 1.E5 

.03. 

3.050 

2.330 

NATL. CABLE K1RE.KFAC 

40.1 

0.00 

1 

3500 

8750 

2.50 

2.50 

- 

.940 

.530 

JOB. SULPHO-CHEM 

g 

0.00 

17 

15450 

9467 

.60 

- 62 

.02' 

1.6V0 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM.CHEH. 

17.0 

5.26 

a 

2050 

3796 

1.34 

1.13 

.01- 

2.020 

1.080 

UNIV. MOON-INOS. 

p 

.23 

?o 

7250 

8199 

1.12 

1.12 

.01 + 

1.510 

. 990 

JOR . ZNDS . RESOURCES 

14.1 

9.52 

22 

7100 

7339 

i.cj 

1.05 

.03- 

t 1.610 

1.300 

SATL- CHLORINE 

15.3 

4.32 

61 

109950 

177931 

1.41 

1.62 

.01- 

1.070 

-eio 

JOB. NEW CARLE CO. 

15.4 

0.00 

11 

4750 

3990 

-e3 

.84 

.01* 

2.090 

1.340 

rL -LAY READT WEAR 

47.9 

0.00 

3 

750 

1015 

1.34 

1.36 

.02* 

1-330 

1.080 

IHTL. TOBACCO 

6.2 

0.00 

5 

2000 

2260 

1.14 

1.13 

.01- 

1.260 

.860 

ONION CM. S VEG. 

41.4 

0.00 

2 

1400 

1274 

.90 

.91 

.01- 

_ UQUSTRXAX. SECTOR TOTALS , XHDEX: 223.92 XCUSi 

+0.43 

319 

285566 

750110 




GBAUD TOTAL 

■ 

- ' INDEX* 166.87 *CBG: 

♦1.32 

626 

556221 

1954221 
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.640 

.350 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

360 

. J8 

.36 

.02- 

.660 

.410 

JOB. TRADE TAC. 

11.2 

0.00 

10 

13650 

5733 

.42 

.42 


1.550 

1.070 

ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 

75.4 

0.00 

1 

10000 

11500 

1.14 

1.15 

.01+ 

S .950 

.540 

JOR.F1N.INV.CO. 

P 

0.00 

14 

21050 

12693 

.60 

.61 

-01+ 

.620 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0-00 

17 

257S0 

1133C 

.*3 

.44 

.01- 

N .950 

.720 

AL-SHARO IWV. 75? 

P 

0.00 

12 

45783 

27471 

.86 

.85 

.01- 

N .950 

.610 

AL-DAWLIYAH 751 

62.4 

0.00 

6 

14200 

5683 

.0« 

.65 

.01 + 

.480 

.200 

JOR. INDS.MATCH-JEKCO 

9 

0.00 

5 

6900 

lacc 

.26 

.27 

.01 + 

.730 

.S10 

ARAB FOOD 4 MED. 


0.00 

3 

590 

3C5 

.5= 

.52 


.570 

-380 

ARAB INTL. IWV.TRD. 

46.1 

0.00 

2 

3750 

1465 

.39 

.40 

.01 + 

.750 

.400 

NATL . MULT . EWG . N AM I CO 


0.00 

35 

1376B7 

68278 

-46 

.50 

.02 + 

.640 

.410 

NAY SAX DIBS 6 MOULDS 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

168 

.41 

• 43 

.02+ 

.820 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

33.5 

6.76 

9 

9850 

7219 

.73 

.74 

.01* 

.730 

.580 

MIDEAST PfiAKM - 751 

E 

0.00 

3 

1700 

6.2 

■ 6'j 

.61 

.01+ 

.670 

.550 

RASI PHARM. 85» 

E 

0.00 

32 

89450 

406IB 

.61 

.6u 

.01- 

.600 

.320 

INDS. ENG. 


0.00 

12 

25250 

8818 

.14 

.25 

.01 + 

.860 

.730 

IMDS. CERAMIC 

19.7 

0.00 

4 

6850 

5119 

.73 


.02* 

-820 

-.590 

NATL. POOL TRY 

E 

0.00 

1 

50 

11 

.AI 

.61 

— 

A 1.000 

.730 
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P 

0.00 

11 

12700 

64’9 

.75 

.77 

.02+ 

.860 

.590 
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38600 

25210 

.06 

• n* 

.01- 
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Saw 22 month* high 
+ : Nv 12 aonbi lew 
H I Listed during the peat 12 months 
P t P/S retie ie 100 or more 
g : negative P/E 

B c Earning ie sere or »/» for the moot recent year 



ME BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 


GIASSEFSE*! 



Save Water Every 
Drop Counts!!! 



MINISTRY OP PUBLIC WORKS 
& HOUSING 

GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE 


THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
MINISTRY OF WATER AND IRRIGATION 
JORDAN VALLEY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

CONSULTANCY SERVICES 
PROJECT PREPARATION 

The Government ot Jordan has applied tor a Japanese Policy and Human Resources 
Development (PHRD) grant irom the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, and it intends to apply the proceeds of this grant to payments under a 
contract for consultancy services for the preparation of the Jordan Valley Improvement 
Project (JVIP). 

The services will include review and assessment of past and present development and 
carry out protect preparation including project costing, phasing, implementation, 
procurement and disbursement plans, and technical, economic, environmental, social 
and institutional analysis. This will entail consultation with the concerned communities. 
The components ot the proposed project are likely to include: improved irrigation 
management and delivery including improved O&M and development of participatory 
irrigation, institutional reforms, environmental management and monitoring, re-use of 
treated wastewater, improved solid waste management; and improved land-use 
planning inducing development of appropriate regulatory framework. 

The Jordan Valley Authority (JVA), now invites eligible consultants to indicate their 
interest in providing the services. Interested firms and consultants from member 
countries of the World Bank are invited to register their interest by providing the 
following information: 

— Name, address and facsimile and telephone number. 

— Names and short CVs of principal officers. 

— Ownership and organisational structure ot the firm. 

— Financial statement for the last three years. 

— List of jp^for assignment undertaken, with special emphasis on the type and 
scope of similar activities completed in recent years, especially in Middle 
East. 

Only firms or consultants with demonstrated experience and excellent track record in 
similar assignment will be considered and notified by JVA to submit proposals. 
Consultants and firms may associate to enhance their qualifications. Consultants and 
firms are required to associate with local consulting firms qualified by the Government 
Tenders Directorate in first class in the field of sewerage water to be able to work in 
Jordan. Selection will be in aocordanoe with procedures set out in the World Bank's 
Guidelines Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers 
(January 1997). 

Expression of interest along with the information requested above, should be 
submitted to the Government Tenders Directorate (ackfress below), not later than Aug. 
31, 1997, and must include on the envelope SUBJECT "Consultancy Services for 
Jordan Valley Improvement Project." 

For further information, please contact: 

Eng. Naser AI Madadha, Director General, 

Government Tenders Directorate, address: 

Ministry of Public Works & Housing, 

Government Tenders Directorate 
P.O. Box: 1220, 

Amman - Jordan 

Tel.: 962-6 606757 
Fax.: 962-6 606751 

Chairman of the Central Committee, 
Director General 
Eng. Naser Madadha 


Interest 
rates on 
certificates 
of deposit 
fall 

slightly 

again 


By Abdul Salam Gharaibdi 

Special to the Jordan Tuna 

AMMAN — Interest 
on the last batch of 
certificates of deposit 
issued by the Central 
Bank of Jordan were 
lower by 0.25 points 
for 3 -month certifi- 
cates and by 0.30 
points for 6-month 
deposits from die rates 
of the previous batch. 

As such. imere.xE 
have went down by 
1.10 points and 1.30 
points respectively 
from the original rates 
which the Central 
Bank of Jordan had 
earlier fixed at 9.25 
per cent and 9.5 per 
cent. 

The Central Bank's 
latest float of JD140 
million worth of cer- 
tificates of deposit 
attracted offers to buy 
JD191.7 million of 
cert i flea res. Banks 
offered to buy 3- 
month certificates at 
between 7.75 per cent 
and 8.90 per cent and 
6-month certificates at 
between S.00 per cent 
and 8.25 per cent. The 
weighted average for 
the first category was 
8.124 per cent annual- 
ly and for the second 
the weighted average 
was 8.20 per cent 
annually. 

The Central Bank 
approved the interests 
at S.15 per cent for the 
three months and 8.20 
per cent for the six 
months. 

Based on the latest 
sale, the total amount 
of certificates of 
deposit outstanding 
stands at JD965.7 mil- 
lion. In addition to that 
there is a JD40 million 
being the value of a 
special issue. 

Some banks in the 
Kingdom have 

responded to the Cen- 
tral Bank's policy by 
lowering interest rates 
they charged their cus- 
tomers. Other banks 
are expected to follow 
suit. 
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DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18 k Gold • • 


“My boss habitually takes credit for 
everything I do. Today I sneezed 
and she wiped her nose!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD 
by Hwwf Arnold and Mfct 


Unscrambld these lour Jumblas. 
.one tatter to each square, to form 
four orrSnary wonfo. 


BEATA 

cm 


AinpanmniM. 


SOUME 





COAZI 

D 

L_ 
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DASS1T 


nr 

f > 


WH94 SHE 
570 OP UP FOR 
LUNCH IT LEFT 
HBS WITH — 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by me above cartoon. 


Print answer hero : A 


Saturday’s 


annun 

(Answers tomorrow; 

Jumbtes: DHYLY ELATE ADRIFT DEBATE 
Answer What she enjoyed after winning the Hue 
ribbon -A RED LETTER DAY 

l 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079^30007 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
! Grindlays Bank. 

1 Phone: 604042 
j Swetfieh Tel: 823891 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdafi 
to Airport and Back 


Special 
500 F : i; 
and ou; 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdall Branch 653313 



Crystal 

▼ 

Quafty Serviced Suites 

• Onf: Sl Two Bedrooms * Fully 
[ .Equipped Kitchenettes • Dufy & 
Long Say * Reasonable Rales 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


cRouwihcm 

■ OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 

• TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

• SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

• FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 




REAL Ef TAT E 


FOR 

I RENT 

| Ueiuxc YtiMs 


Deluxe YtlMs 
t- 

Apprtiymorus; 
;n A nr. man 


For details please cal! 

Tel . ,864230 
Fax. 864231 
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684311 - 699634 
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io Sports 


Countdown to Athens 


Officials hope to catch 
Athens sprinters speeding 


ATHENS ( R) — In a city where it can 
sometimes take half an hour to move 
100 metres in heavy traffic, it is fitting 
that one of the most eagerly -awaited 
races at the World Athletics 
Championships will be the men’s 
sprint. 

Thanks to laser technology, fans in 
Athens will be able to see what speeds 
the likes of 100 metres champion 
Donovan Bailey and his rivals are hit- 
ting for the first time. J 

The laser could be an important step 
in making athletics more attractive to 
spectators in the stadium and televi- 
sion viewers around the world. 

It could certainly answer the ques- 
tion about whether Bailey or American 
200 and 400 metres Olympic champi- 
on Michael Johnson is the fastest 
human on the planet. 

Organisers hope to display the speed 
on television soon after races like the 
100, 200 and 400 metres and the 
results will be announced to the 
Athens crowd. 

Until now speeds have been analysed 
by studying video. The fastest times in 
the men's 100 have been around 12 
metres per second ('43 kph). Bailey 


was clocked at 43 kph (27 mph) when 
he set his world record in the Olympic 
final last year — said to be the fastest 
any human has ever run. 

Like policemen trying to catch 
speeding cars, organisers have placed 
lasers at the end of the straights and 
will aim them at the lower backs of the 
athletes — the best place for an accu- 
rate reading of peak velocity. 

Bailey and his rivals are likely to be 
running around the speed limit for 
most residential areas around the 
world. 

“The 100 metres is the glamour 
event The 100 metres and the sprint 
relay are the two most watched events 
at any Olympic games or world cham- 
pionships,” Bailey said. 

“We have a lot of attention now and 
new things like this laser test to find 
out who runs the fastest top speed will 
help even more.” 

It is important to put sporting perfor- 
mances into perspective. 

The remarkable talents of an athlete 
can sometimes be lost on the watching 
public when he or she is competing at 
a level where standards are so high. 
Television can often make perfor- 


mances look slower and easier than 
they really are. 

Make a group of talented schoolboy 
400 metres runners start a race against 
one of the top middle-distance stars 
when he is entering the final lap of a 
1,500 race and the astonishing pace of 
the last lap would become much clear- 
er. 

The real speed of the 100 metres can 
get lost on spectators unless they are 
standing right at the side of the track 
when the sprinters flash by. 

At a time when athletics is facing 
increasing competition from other 
sports on television, the sport needs 
such innovation to improve its appeal. 

Similar experiments have worked 
well in other sports. Measuring the 
speed of serves in tennis, for example, 
has become popular with fans. 
Supporters often look to the electronic 
board displaying the speed when a 
player hits an ace. 

Perhaps it is also time for athletics 
officials to look at other ideas which 
will make the sport easier to follow 
such as printing the names and coun- 
tries of competitors clearly on their 
vests. 


Aouita inspires Moroccans 
to surpass Kenyans 


ATHENS ( AFP ) — The Athletics World Chamj 
which start here on Saturday may well signal that 13 
years after Moroccan said Aouita won the 5,000 metres 
Olympic title his compatriots have taken the Kenyan 
crown of the best middle distance runners in the world. 

Aouita, who turned middle distance running on its 
head by setting six world records, did have a brief and 
tempestuous term in charge of Moroccan athletics 
before settling in America but it is more his feats on the 
track that have inspired the Aouitas of today — dual 
world indoor 1500 metres champion Hicham El 
Guerrouj and former 10,000 metres world record holder 
Salah Hissou. 

“Said’s lasting legacy is that his supreme ability made 
young people in Morocco sit up and say running round 
a track was not pointless and boring. It brought glamour, 
glory to the country, and riches,” Aziz Daouda, the tech- 
nical director of the national federation, said. 

The 24-year-old Hissou. who was made a tribal chief 
after breaking the world record last year in Brussels, 
says that Aouita, who also won the 1987 5.000 metres 
world title, had a profound impact on him. 

“I owe said so much because without his feats on the 
track I would never have thought of running. Breaking 
the world record was down to said, now I must drive 
myself hard like he always did to retake it off Haile 
(Gebrselassie)," Hissou said. 

However. Daouda says this year is not about records 


but gold medals. Hissou could only take bronze in 
Atlanta and El Guerrouj fell at the start of the final lap 
of the 1,500. The 10,000 metres gold that Khaiid Skah 
took in the 1992 Olympics was their last major outdoor 
title. 

That drought should come to an end here, even if 
Hissou’s dreams of winning die KkOOO metres title suf- 
fered a major blow when Gebrselassie reversed his deci- 
sion and decided to run here but El Guerrouj looks as if 
he has the mastering of three time world champion 
Nourredine Morceli in the 1500. 

Should El Guerrouj prevail, it will again be thanks to 
Aouita who during his reign in charge created several 
schools for promising young athletes, where they have 
their own rooms and a mosque, the main one being 
Ifrane where Hissou trained prior to his world record. 

“We looked at his method of running and changed his 
style completely and at Brussels we saw the positive 
result," Daouda said. 

This scientific approach against the more naturally 
gifted Kenyans may take several years to reach its cli- 
max but one thing is certain — but for Aouita, Moroccan 
athletics would probably still be looking for a successor 
to the 1960 Olympic silver medallist Rhadi Ben 
Abdesselem. 
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A worker pulls an electronic scoreboard in Athens' Olympic stadium as final preparations are undertaken for 
the 6th IAAF World Athletics Championships. The event which opens on August 1 and continues to August 
10, will see athletes from 198 countries take part (Reuters photo) 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, July 31-August 1 , 1997 



Workmen put up flags in front of the Athens Olympic stadium as final prepara- 
tions are undertaken for the 6th IAAF World Athletics Championships July 29. 
'rtie event which opens on August 1 and continues until August 10, will see 
atbeletes from 198 countries take part (Reuters photo) 


Ageless Ottey bids to become 
oldest ever champion 


ATHENS (AFP) — Jamaican sprint 
veteran Merlene Ottey is on course for 
being remembered as never winning an 
Olympic title in five Olympic games 
but should she win here she will create 
a more preferable piece of history as 
the oldest ever world champion. 

The 37-year-old Ottey. who saw her 
last chance of Olympic gold disappear 
in the final 30 metres of the 200 metres 
as Marie-Jose Perec stormed past her, 
would easily beat the Czech Republic’s 
Helena Fibingerova who won the 1983 
shot putt title at the age of 34. 

Were Ottey, who ran in the 1984 
Olympics as Ottey-page during her ill 
fated marriage to hurdler Nat, to finish 
in the medal positions, she would still 
hold the record for oldest medallist as 
the 1984 Olympic champion Maricica 
Puica took silver in the 1987 3,000 
metres aged 37 and 34 days — Ottey 
will be 37 years old and 83 days when 
the championships open on August 1. 

Ottey. Monte Carlo-based but who 
has hinted she may return to her long 
time home in Rome and become an 
Italian national, has had so many near 
misses in the past that it is easy to for- 
get she has won the last two 200 metre 
world titles — the last one because 
Gwen Torrence was disqualified. 

There has never been much love lost 
between Ottey and the American 
sprinters. Torrence and Gail Devers, 
particularly after she was deprived of 
Olympic 100 metres gold in Atlanta in 
a photo finish with Devers — and the 
Jamaican brought it back out into the 
open in Rome in march. 

“I never said Devers shouldn’t get the 
100m gold medal.” said the Jamaican, 
"simply that it would have been fairer 
to award two equal first places. 

'That way I too would have had the 
gold medal 1 deserved. 

However, we were in the United 
States and they wanted to favour the 
American. 


“I felt robbed. I know chat sounds as 
if I’m a sore loser but I just couldn’t 
believe that she had beaten me for a 
second time like that,” Ottey added. 

Ottey, who has garnered 30 champi- 
onship medals since she took bronze in 
the 1980 100 metres Olympic final in 
Moscow, has been restricted in her 
appearances this season because like 
Algerian 1,500 metres world champion 
Noureddine Morceli she has suffered 
from Anaemia. 

However, she has posted the fourth 
fastest time over 100 metres, 10.96sec 
in the Jamaican trials in Kingston and 
stands a good chance of enlarging on 
her record haul of 13 world medals. 

Ottey, who has cast her talents into 
bringing out a fashion line, is dismis- 
sive of the tag of ‘choker’ that has been 
given to her by several pundits saying 
she was not always the form favourite. 

“I have been the favourite, yes, but 
sometimes only because I have had the 
public’s support. 1 will always remem- 
ber the reception I received when I got 
my first 200 metres world champi- 
onship gold medal in Stuttgart ... the 
pain of losing in all those other finals 
was washed way in a tide of emotion,” 
Ottey said. 

A woman who has almost touched 
greatness, indeed could have been 
acclaimed the greatest if she had had 
more of a ‘Midas touch’ when it came 
to the medal positions in finals, will not 
want to bow out of a major champi- 
onship with nothing to show for it — a 
sign that it is time for that fat lady to 
sing farewell. 

Ottey would surely prefer 
Beethoven's ‘ode to joy’ to be played as 
she grabs a third world title — whether 
it is the 100 or 200 matters not as she 
will revel in being the oldest medallist 
in town. 


Competition — the least 
of Sotomayor’s problems 


ATHENS (AFP) — For 
Cuban superstar Javier 
Sotomayor. the competi- 
tion is the least of his prob- 
lems. 

Injury is the biggest fear 
for the 29-year-old physi- 
cal education teacher. 

In Atlanta last year the 
injury-prone Sotomayor 
failed to live up to his 
Houdini image when he 
lost) his Olympic crown 
after just one successful 
clearance. 

The Cuban, hampered 
again by knee and ankle, 
injuries, was forced to pack 
it up and trudge disconso- 
lately off after failing at 
2.32m — a height he 
would normally clear in his 
sleep. 

Sotomayor is the only 


man in the world with 
Olympic, world indoor and 
outdoor titles to his name 
as well as the world record 
but they have all come at a 
high physical price. 

It all stems from his rapid 
approach and powerful 
take-off which puts exces- 
sive strain on his left ankle 

- his take-off leg. It also 
causes pressure on the 
knee. Last year it got so 
bad he had to have the knee 
drained because of the 
build up of fluids. 

- At times, as he hobbles 
round the infield, the 
Cuban looks anything but a 
prime athlete. 

His coach Guillermo de 
La Torre Duarte said: 
“He's always injured and 
that's become a psycholog- 


ical problem for him. He’s 
not the sort of guy to give 
up but he feels bad.” 

For Sotomayor, the 
World Championships 
offer him the chance to 
erase the nightmare of the 
J 996 season. 

Robert Samiesteban, 
Cuba's Athletics 

Federation commissioner, 
has no doubts Sotomayor 
wilLbe back on top. 

“He is training in the 
IAAF regional develop- 
ment centre in Salinas, 
Puerto Rico. He will be a 
world champion in 
Athens.” boasts 

Samiesteban. 

But only if his weakened 
left ankle can withstand 
another punishing compe- 
tition. 
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ATHENS (AFP) -When 

Svetlana Masterkova first 
came out of the Siberia 
cold there was little hint 
that she was going to set 
the world alight. 

When she first appeared 
as a 1 6-y ear-old, 

Masterkova ran her first 
800m in 2:04.59 and bare- 
ly raised an eyebrow. 

But the steely determi- 
nation of the Russian, 
overcoming a host of 
injury problems seeming- 
ly caused by a weak bone 
structure, finally began to 
pay dividends. 

In 1991 she finished 
eighth in the world cham- 
pionships in Tokyo but fin- 
ished as the fastest 8 
runner that year th 
a 1:57.23. It lifteffhef 
the number one spot in 
ex-Soviet Union. 

But it was last year in 
Atlanta that the 29-year- 
old proved that she was 
one of the greatest middle- 
distance runners of all 
time when she repeated 
the classic double victory 
of Tatyana Kazankina in 
the Montreal Olympics at 
800m and 1,500m. 

It was an amazing return jubish ahead of Olymp 
to glory for a runner, who r 
when the Soviet Union * iP - ! 
was starting to break up, 
was forgotten and seem- 
ingly resigned to being 
simply a footnote in ath- 
letics history. 

There was no place for 
her in the unified team in 
the Barcelona Olympics 
but Masterkova had not 
forced herself through 
painfuL training to 
fade away. 

A wedding, a baby and a 
move to the sunshine of 
Alicante in Spain, brought 
a dramatic change in for- 
tune for the Russian run- 
ner. 

“Everything happen so 
fast. So much so that 
sometimes I think I could 
have enjoyed things even 
more,” she admits. 

In the winter of 1995/96 
the Russian federation 
recalled her to the 
European indoor champi- 
onships in Stockholm. A 
bronze medal was all the 
encouragement 
Masterkova needed. 

“For the first time l 
realised that if I could stay 
injury-free I could return 
to the level of 1993." she 
explained. 

In 1996 she went way 
beyond that with her gold- 
en double. 

In Athens Masterkova 
has decided that a repeat 
of her Atlanta success is 
asking too much. 

Instead she will run in 
only the 1,500 metres. 

So far she is only fifth 
fastest this year, nearly 
five seconds behind the 
3:58.07 set by Britain’s 
Kelly Holmes in Sheffield 
in June, but the 1996 
woman athlete of the year, 
is convinced she has 
another gold medal in her. 

Another extraordinary 
performance in the heat of 
Athens will leave 
Masterkova standing 
where she has always 
wanted to be since those 
freezing days training in 
Siberia — atop the podi- 
um. 
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CINEMA TEL-.634144 CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHILADELPHIA « 1 " A PHILADELPHIA w 2 


Jim Carrey ... in 

LIAR LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




7? 


Whoopi Goldberg ... in 


EDDIE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


A 


^ CINEMA TEL:699238 

PLAZA 

John Travolta... in 

Phenomenon 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 





CINEMA' • TEO677420 

CONCORD 




COHCORD *1* 

Madofina... in 
Evita (3:30 p.m. only) 

Kevin Costner <&. Rene Russo... in 
TIN CUP (12 :30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45) 

CONCORD "a* 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


■V" . Nabil 
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& Hisham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


The satirical play 

AMNAIAIYAHO 

performance starts at 8:30 p.m 
The theatre is closed every Friday, 
For reservations call 625155 
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MONTREAL (R) — 

French Open champion 
Gustavo Kuerten of Brazil 
Eiude sn impressive sun ai 
the $13 miUksa Canadian 
Open Tuesday, firing but- 
lets past ovenreucbed 
American Jonathan stark to 
claim a 6-2 6-4 victory. 

Flaying his first match on 
hard courts since losing in 
the third round of the Lip- 
ioq Championships in . 
March, the sixth-seeded 
Kuerten broke fee 70th- 
ranked Stark’s serve m fee 
third game of fee match end - 
took command by winning 
10 of the next 13 games. 

Fourth-seeded Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, play- 
ing his first hard-court 
match since New Year’s 
Eve. started slowly but 
came on strong to beat 
American Vince Spadea 4-6 
6-3 7-6(8-6). 

In a first-round match that 
paired two players who 
won tournaments last Sun- 
day, France’s Fabrice San- 
toro rallied from a 1-4 
third-set deficit to oust 


14th-seeded Jim Courier 7- 
5 4-66-4. 

Santoro, tanked 50th. 
captured a lower-level chal- 
leoger- event on clay in 
Newcastfcj England, play- 
ing two matches on Sunday 
to do so, while Courier tri- 
umphed at -the ATP Tour 
<vetf in Los. Angeles. 

Other .seeded players win- 
ning sectmd-round matches 
Tu esda y included eighth 
seed Richard Krajicek of 
the NetheriaraJs. a 7-6 (7-3) 
6-1 winner over South 
■ African Neville Godwin, 
and 1 1 fe-seeded Patrick 
rafter of Australia, who beat 
France’s Olivier Dclaiire 6- 
46-1. 

The key to fee 20-year- 
old Kuerten’s victory over 
Stark was an endless stream 
of great passing shots. 
Kuerten was so effective 
that Stark was able to win 
only eight of 27 points 
when he went to the net. 

Tm confident right 
now,” slid the lanky Brazil- 
ian. whose record since the 
third week of June was only 


strong start in Montreal 2nd Division basketball 

Courier 7- 1-4. *Tm feeling too good Angeles, conceded that 

k«i tnurnev FnHuv 

-levelchal- The Kafelnikov- Spaden Courier lost a point when j JL. .M. j 

f! dav in match was nnr» flrtOie n^chliwl .It th.' umnirn 


1-4. Ta feeling too good 
on the court, hitting my best 
shots and serving well." 

The Kafelnikov- Spaden 
match was one of drastic 
momentum .swings as the 
American led 64 3-1 only 
to see the Russian win the 
second set and take a 5-1 
third-set lead. Spadea bat- 
tled back to 5-all tail Kafel- 
nikov eventually prevailed, 
winning on his fifth mutch 
point. 

•’It’s very tough playing 
on hard courts again 
because Ihe bounce is not 
as high as clay" said Kafel- 
nikov, whu played 1 1 of his 
Iasi 13 events on clay. The 
other two were on grass. 

"The ball comes much 
faster. I only had one day of 
practice bur now' I have a 
day off and I'll practice and 
be a lot better lor my next 
match." 

Courier, perhaps worn out 
after beating 1 5tb-runked 
Krajicek, wurld number 
three Goran Ivanisevic and 
number eight Thomas 
Enqvisi to win in Los 


Angeles, conceded that 
Santoro, "hung in llterc ami 
played better at the end." 

Courier lost a point when 
he gestured at the umpire 
after earlier getting a warn- 
ing for verbal abuse over a 
remark the official believed 
wus aimed ut him. but feat 
courier insisted was direct- 
ed toward himself. The 
point gave Santoro a 30- 
lovc lead when he trailed 3- 
4 in the final set. 

Santoro, who flew home 
to Paris Sunday after win- 
ning in England, and rushed 
around doing errands Mon- 
day before Hying to Mon- 
treal. only practised for 30 
minutes on the hard courts 
at Jerry Park before his 
mutch. 

"I was tired and not feel- 
ing too well physically," he 
said, "but 1 still thought 1 
give it my all. , 

"Maybe Jim knew that I’d 
just conic from England 
and Utc clay courts and did- 
n’t expect me to fight so 
hard from the first point to 
the last." 


By a* Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Although two 
more matches remain in the 
2nd Division Basketball 
Championship which con- 
cludes Friday. Al Jeel have 
already secured the sole 
qualifying berth to the First 
Division as of the 1998 sea- 
son. 

Al Ashrafieh who had 
defeated Al Raya to top the 
Irbid group in the first 
round lost their latest match 
72-60 to Al Raja who meet 
Al Wihdai Friday. 

Al Jeel arc the only 
unbeaten team of the four- 
team final round and will 


i Standings 

i 

Jma P S L £E S£ 


j Jeel 2 

| Wihdai 2 

; Raya 2 

i Ashrafieh 2 


next face winless A I 
Ashrafieh Thursday. 

Ai Jeel beat their most 
serious rivals Al Wihdat 73- 
57 in their latest match 

The four teams qualified 
to the final round after they 
got the top two places in 
their respective groups, 
which included six teams 
each. 


139 120 4 i 

126 127 3 

135 126 3 

114 141 2 ] 

i 

The 12 competing teams 
represented both "Second 
and Third Division dubs 
playing in two groups. 
Group A included Al Jeel. 
Abu Nusair. Homenlmen. 
Al Wihdat and Shihun. 
Group B included Guzzet 
Hushem. Al Raya. Qamim. 
Ebbin, Sama and Al 
Ashrafieh. 


AI Jed who were run- 
ners-up in the second divi- 
sion last year, were the only 
unbeaten team in the pre- 
liminary round. 

The First Division now 
includes Jazireh. Ahli, 
Orthodox i, and Jalil who 
will be joined by Hussein 
and this year’s newly pro- 
moted team. Al Waianj and 
Yarmouk were relegated to 
the Second Division this 
jear. 

The Jordan Basketball 
Federation (JBFi rules stip- 
ulate that second division 
teams be required to regis- 
ter under- lb teams as a pre- 
requisite tor participation 
as of the coin ins season. 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 



Bulgarian Lechkov signs for Bcsiktas scuffle with his wife, Alma, during an argument last 

month. Utah lost out to Nagano, Japan for the 1998 Games 
ISTANBUL (R) — Bulgarian international midfielder Yor- before landing the 2002 Games, 

dan Lechkov joined Turkish side Besikias from Marseille 

on Tuesday. Lechkov, who played in the 1994 World Cup OIvrnDIC SDOllSOrshin (teal rfiud v 

finals, spent a year wife the French club after joining from u, y ra P IC sponsorsmp deal ready 

Hamburg. "The feet feat Besiktas will be playing in the NEW YORK (AFP) — General Motors Corporal 

European Cup fire year had a great effect on my coming television and the U.S. Olympic Committee are 

here, Lechkov said. A club sjwkesman said the player details of an “unprecedented” Olympic sp 

signed 3 two-year deal worth $608,000 but the transfer fee arrangement, the companies announced Tuesda 

was not disclosed. mnlrwinnil r.lirl ilia luni.U .nnnfrtr Ml 


Security high ahead of Olympic vote 

ATHENS (AFP) — The organisers of the World Champi- 
onships which start here on Saturday have drafted in 8,000 
policemen, taking no chances of a terrorist atrocity ahead 
of September’s final vote for fee 2004 Olympics for which 
Athens is a contender. “The protection will cover people, 
buildings such as hotels, and also the airport and train sta- 
tions,” General Nikolaos Relakis, fee event's security chief 
said. “It is an enormous task as we have almost 10,000 
people to look after, such as the athletes and coaches,” he 
added. Most of fee hotels have a huge police presence 
around them with even policemen stationed on each floor 
of the establishments. In a separate move Primo Nebiolo, 
the president of the IAAF, invited the mayors of fee five 
‘finalists’ for fee Olympic vote to come and watch the ath- 
letics. Nebiolo, who is keen for his home city Rome to 
win fee vote, asked the mayors of Cape Town, Buenos 
Aires, Stockholm, Rome and Athens to the championships 
— the final vote takes place in Lausanne cm September 5. 

Salt Lake Olympic boss resigns 

SALT LAKE CITY (AFP) — Thomas Welch resigned as 
president of fee chief executive officer of the Salt Lake 
Olympic Organising Committee on Tuesday, eight days 
after he was charged wife domestic violence. Welch, the 
man credited with bringing the 2002 Winter Olympics to 
Utah, announced his resignation at a news conference in 
Salt Lake. Welch feces a charge of misdemeanour charge 
of domestic violence battery for allegedly getting into a 


NEW YORK (AFP) — General Motors Corporation. NBC 
television and the U.S. Olympic Committee are to unveil 
details of an "unprecedented” Olympic sponsorship 
arrangement, the companies announced Tuesday. A GM 
spokesman said the company would sponsor NBC televi- 
sion broadcasts of future Olympic Games. The Wall Street 
Journal Europe reported that the deal would include as 
much $700 million in sponsorship fees and TV advertis- 
ing. The arrangement would reportedly cover the Sydney 
Games in 2000. the 2002 winter games in Salt Lake City, 
the 2004 Summer, 2006 Winter and 2008 Summer 
Olympics, for which sites have not yet been selected. 

Brazil planning Lusophone Cup 

BRASILIA (AFP) — Brazilian President Fernando Hen- 
ri que Cardoso announced Tuesday that his country hoped 
Jo .agonise a -football tournament comprising Portuguese- 
speaking countries in 2000 toedebrale the 500th anniver- 
sary of the discovery of 1 Braril by Portuguese navigator 
Cabral. 

Zamorano thanks Ronaldo 

MILAN (AFP) — Inter Milan's Ivan Zamorano thanked 
new teammate Ronaldo Tuesday for not insisting on taking 
the Chilean’s cherished number nine shirt. Ronaldo, fee 
number nine in the Brazilian national team, has already 
begun wearing Inter’s number 10 shirt. Zamorano said: 
"It’s not true to say that Ronaldo has left me the number 
nine. The number nine was already mine. The amicable 
arrangement over fee shirt has nevertheless has caused 
trouble for some. Counterfeiters in Rome, hoping for a 
brisk trade with tourists, have now been left wife boxes of 
fake Inter shirts with Ronaldo's name and the number nine 
on the back. 



Bernard Heinz (R) of the Luxemburg FC Grevenmachter in action against Tomislav Erceg (L) from Croation 
FC Hajduk during their qualification game for the UEFA European League in Split. Hajduk defeated Greven- 
machter 24) (Reuters photo) 

Son of Maradona signs for Napoli 


Huber, Pierce struggle at Carlsbad tournament 


CARLSBAD, California (R) 
— Anke Huber and Mary 
Pierce both survived stiff 
challenges to post three-set 
victories Tuesday and 
advance to fee second round 
of fee $450,000 Toshiba 
Classic women’s tennis 
tournament 


her victory. 

“It was a great match for 
me, she really made me 
play,” the lOth-ranked pierce 
said after the 2:20 baseline 
duel. 

About the only thing 
Williams lost during her 


romp over Labat was a battle 
wife her beads when about 
20 purple, green and white 
ones fell off her com-rowed 
head late in the second set 
Despite Williams’s slow 
start as a professional and 
Hingis's meteoric rise to the 


top, the upcoming match 
could offer a glimpse into a 
future rivalry. Williams lost 
the only match she has 
played against Hingis, 6-4 6- 
2 in the third round of this 
year's Lipton Champi- 
onships. 


NAPLES (R) — The 12- 
year-old son of Diego 
Maradona has signed as 
a junior for Napoli, the 
side his father took to 
two Italian league titles, 
club officials said on 
Tuesday. 

Napoli said Diego 
Armando Junior, who 
has been legally recog- 
nised as Maradona's son 
by an Italian court 
although the Argentine 
has always maintained 
the boy is not his, was 
taken to the club by his 
mother Cristiana Sina- 
gra. 

The boy will begin 
training with one of 
Napoli’s junior squads 
next season. 

Maradona was ordered 


a icpsf ' Fifth seed Huber of Ger- 
n-cessi* many beat Bulgarian Mag- 

dalena Maleeva. 7-5 1 -6 6-3, 
:|l run i R France’s sixth-seeded 

■ s pierce overcame American 

,e, f firt, Amy Frazier 6-3 6-7 (6-8) 6- 

nru> Jl r, 3. 

u - - In contrast, promising 

’flind American Venus Williams 

Bn 13 ® j drubbed Argentine Florencia 

Labat 6-3 6-2 to set up a 
^ I** teenage showdown against 

- ^ yrfi- World No. I Martina Hingis. 

‘ - ne The 17-year-old Williams, 

L j M her ranked 64th but heralded as 

” rjiotf one of fee next great Ameri- 

rJl ’ L1 j' can women’s players, down- 

“litf 4 Wednesday’s match 

..a against fee 16-year-old 

s** ft Swiss pbenom. 
si* 9 '.. “It’s nothing special, just 

another match," said 
jjiin? ? Williams, who chose to go 

^ pcP through qualifying rather 

than accept a wildcard, and 
/ posted three wins to earn her 

way into fee draw. 

■j8 Hingis has a 50-1 marie 

1 this year with right tourna- . 
meat victories, including 
grand slam titles at the Aus- 
tralian Open and Wimble- 
don. 

Huber advanced despite 
1 losing serve eight times and 

committing 11 double faults 
jti in fee one hour, 50-minute 

\ struggle against Maleeva, 
™ who also Tost serve eight 

5 times. 

j Pierce was pleased with 


in* 

jaininJ? 

diet* 


Location: Um Utheina. Consists of two 
floors. Suitable for diplomatic mission. 

For more information, 
please call Tel. 837354 after 10:00 a.m. 


EMBROIDERY EXHIBITION 

BEAUTIFULLY EMBROIDERED TABLE MATS 
AND OTHER ACCESSORIES 
WILL BE DISPLAYED Of* AUGUST 3RD & 4TH, 1997 
AT 

SUHE 7, THIRD FLOOR, KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN 
BUILDING, 

30 EUA ABU MADI STREET, SHMEISANI, OPPOSITE 
HAYA CULTURAL CENTRE. 

TEL. 699842 


m 


We are the only school in Amman offering the full 
English curriculum, with minor adaptations which 
reflect our international context, for children aged 
between three and eleven years. 

The language of instruction is English and ail of our full- 
time staff are U.K.-qualified. There is extra provision 
for the support of non-English -speaking children. Several 
subjects are specialist taughL 

Our school provides a pleasant, stimulating environment 
with priority given to monitoring and enhancing the 
progress of individual pupils. 

The new term begins on 7th S^Jtember, but applications 
for admission should be made during July & August on 
Mondays at the school, 9:CC a.m. to 12:00 noon, or in 
writing to P.O. Box 2002, Amman 11181. 

For further details;Tel. 5521070-Fax: 5527109 


Elegantly furnished 2-bedroom apartment. 
Separate entrance, garage, garden and all 
facilities. Annual rent. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Please call Tel. 684230 

Vacancy for 
a Interpreter/Translator 

It is intended to recruit a suitably qualified 
Interpreter/Translator for a foreign mission in 
Amman to translate Arabic into English and vice 
versa. 

Salary scale: JD200 - 6x20 - 320 
(Initial salary will be JD232 per month) 

Interested applicants should forward their CV to 
the following address. 

P.O. Box 830731 , Amman - 11183, Jordan. 


Come rent this deluxe apartment for the price of an 
unfurnished one. 

Located between 4th and 5th Circles. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, L-shaped dining room and salons, 2 
bathrooms, parking space, telephone, TV, video and 
many many extras. 

For complete details, please call owner at 674286 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT • 

One bedroom, salon, kitchen, bathroom, 
telephone, central heating, private entrance. 
Exclusive 4th Circle location, behind Swiss 
Embassy. 

Please call 677309 


in 1992 to pay mainte- 
nance of around five 
million lire (53,100) a 
month to former lover 
Sinagra. In 1995 he 
appealed against the 
original court order but 
lost. 

The signing of Die°o 
Armando Junior, who 
shows more than a pass- 
ing resemblance to his 
father, should prove 
popular with local fans. 

Maradona, at his peak 
one of the world’s 
greatest players, 

became a hero in Naples 
when he led the city’s 

g reviously nondescript 
erie A sides to the 
league title in 19S7 and 
1990. 

The side has never 
regained that glory 
since. 

Maradona left the 
southern port city under 
a cloud in J99i after 
testing positive for 
cocaine. , 

He was banned from 


soccer worldwide for 15 
months and his come- 
back turned sour when 


he failed another dope 
test during the 1994 
World Cup. 




Jerash Festival Of Culture 8f Arts 

July 23 - August 10. 1 997 

ON BEHALF OF OMSK BALLET 
" RUSSIA " 

WE APPOLOGIZE TO THE RUSSIA# 
BALLET LO\ ERS FOR NOT PERFORMING 
AT THE NORTH THEATRE ON FRIDAY 
A SATURDAY /. 2/8/1997 
DUE TO FORCE MEASVKE . 

ALL SOLD TICKETS WILL BE PAID BACK. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION . 

TEL. 675199-686197 



El 




.$*22 




To 


1GCSE, ‘A’-Levei, IB, SAT I & II, TOEFL, GRE, GMAT, Tawjihi, Career and 
University Guidance, Extended Essay and Research Help 

GREAT TEACHERS: S.E.C. teachers are highly trained and experienced 
professionals dedicated to helping students raise their scores. 
CUSTOMIZED COURSES: S.E.C. course work is tailored to each 
student’s needs. > 

DIAGNOSIS OF NEEDS: S.E.C. courses begin with a diagnostic test 
designed to analyze your strengths and weaknesses so that we can 
develop a customized study plan. 

FOUNDATION: S.E.C: classes give you the content review, strategies and 
test-taking skills you need for success on the test. 



LOCATION: Um Uthaina, HaniS Office Building next to Al Issar Flower 
Shop &Tannoureen Rest. 

For more information please call us between 9:30 - 1:30 
k and 3:30 - 6:30. Telephone: 079/25946 or 079/42108 J 
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Islamist demonstrators shout slogans and cany banners protesting against 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz's effort to curtail religious education during a 
march through the capital Ankara Tuesday (Reuters photo) 

Poison gas may have been 
released from undisclosed 
Iraqi site — Pentagon 


Turkish riot policemen chase Islamist demonstrators marching through the capital Tuesday to challenge 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz's effort to curtail religious education. Eleven people, including five members 
of the media who were reportedly badly beaten by police, were taken to hospital (Reuters photo) 

Dirk government adamant 
on closing Islamic schools 

ANKARA (AFP) — The bill is to be present- ^ j • 

Turkish Prime Minister ed to parliament over the i J 7*71 /1 1 1 C# C C*/ 

Mesut Yilmaz said coming days. Mr. Yilmaz %/ (J Vlt t ILAllO £*3 jJ t ICO l 

Wednesday his govern- said the Islamist Welfare 

ment was determined to Party led by former Prime J 1 S* S) Jj/i SI i'll /1 ft O 

push through legislation to Minister Necmettin UUlK^xZ UtZtllllliZiS 

Hnsf* Islamic schools Crkni-nn r m O 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkish Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz said 
Wednesday his govern- 
ment was determined to 
push through legislation to 
close Islamic schools, 
despite a violent protest 
denouncing the plan. 

“Our government is 
determined to put into 
force the reforms which 
will introduce eight years 
of compulsory education... 
despite an atmosphere of 
terror, illegal actions and 
threats." Mr. Yilmaz said 
during a press conference. 

On Tuesday, some 5.000 
Islamists from all over 
Turkey demonstrated in 
the capital for over nine 
hours against the legisla- 
tion, which includes plans 
to extend compulsory edu- 
cation from five to eight 
years. 

The law. which would be 
enforced by the next 
school year, would auto- 
matically close sections of 
the state-run Imam-Hatip 
secondary schools, which 
provide Islamic education. 


The bill is to be present- 
ed to parliament over the 
coming days. Mr. Yilmaz 
said the Islamist Welfare 
Party led by former Prime 
Minister Necmettin 

Erbakan considered Imam- 
Hatip students as his mili- 
tants and the schools as 
institutions where Islamist 
militants are recruited. 

Welfare is staunchly 
opposed to the bill, 
because the targeted 
schools train the country’s 
Imams and provide the 
party with their future 
leaders. 

Mr. Yilmaz said the 
reforms were the most 
important in Turkey since 
the country embraced 
multi-puny politics in 
1946. adding that they 
were vital to the country's 
future. 

The bill is a key pan of a 
plan — backed by the 
army which considers 
itself the guardian of mod- 
ern Turkey’s secular state 
— to crack down on reli- 
gious extremism. 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish journalists protested in 
Istanbul Wednesday against the beating of their colleagues 
by police during an Islamist demonstration in Ankara. 

Around 200 reporters gathered outside the headquarters 
of the Turkish journalists’ association in Istanbul shouting, 
“the free press will not be silenced.” 

Five journalists were taken to hospital after being 
attacked by police and protesters as thousands of Islamists 
protested against secularist education plans Tuesday. 
Police officers launched baton attacks at television cam- 
eramen. Several suffered bead wounds. 

One reporter had a trouser leg ripped off by a police dog. 

Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz expressed his regret over 
the incidents. 

“In the name of the government I want to say get well to 
the journalists who were injured during the events in 
Ankara." Mr. Yilmaz said at a news conference. 

“That such an unfortunate event should come to pass 
while we are in power is a cause of sadness." he said. 

Ankara's governor said Wednesday three policemen had 
been suspended in connection with the beatings. 

The Islamists were demonstrating against government 
plans to curtail religious education, a move strongly 
backed by the country’s largely secularist media. 

The Interior Ministry said reporters would hold another 
protest against the beatings later Wednesday in Ankara. 


3 people die in bomb blast in 
Algeria; forces kill 8 Islamists 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Eight 
Islamist rebels were killed 
this week in one of several 
raids by Algerian security 
forces, a newspaper said 
Wednesday. 

A regional guerrilla 
leader. Abu Menem, died in 
the operation Monday and 
Tuesday near Ksar Al 
Boukhari. 15U kilometres 
south of Algiers, the paper 
L’Auihentique reported. 

The security sweep comes 
hard on the heels of a vast 
operation in Hattatba. 50 
kilometres southwest of 
Algiers. Press reports say 
around KK.) Islamist guerril- 
las have been killed and 
another 3UU have surren- 
dered. 

However, there has been 
no official confirmation of 
the operations. 

The AI VVatan newspaper 


also said Wednesday that 
three people, including two 
girls aged 10 and 12. were 
killed and 1 1 others were 
wounded when two bombs 
exploded Tuesday. 

The girls were tom apart 
by a bomb placed near a 
house on the road to Chrea. 
near Blida. 50 kilometres 
south of Algiers. 

One person was killed and 
1 1 others were injured when 
a bomb exploded in a cafe 
in Sidi Bel Abbes. 400 kilo- 
metres southwest of the 
capital, the paper said. 

The bomb had been 
placed in a bag and left out- 
side the building. 

On Monday two other 
young girls, aged six and 
eight, were killed when a 
mine exploded in 
Maasouma, near Medea, as 
they tended their flock of 


sheep, and another person 
was injured in a bomb blast 
in Sidi Moussa. south of 
Algiers, the newspaper said. 

More than 6U.000 people 
have died in unrest which 
has rocked this North 
African nation since 
Islamists took up arms after 
the army-backed govern- 
ment cancelled elections 
that an Islamist party 
appeared poised to win in 
January 1992. 

In the latest massacre, 
Islamist militants killed 51 
people overnight Sunday 
and kidnapped 1 1 women 
and girls in Lurbaa. 35 kilo- 
met les south of Algiers. 

That massacre brought to 
more than 550 the number 
of civilians slain in attacks 
attributed to armed Islamist 
groups since legislative 
elections were held, June 5. 


Britain concerned at asylum 
seekers tunnelling from France 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
British authorities are con- 
cerned about the growing 
number of asylum seekers 
arriving in here from 
France by the Eurostar 
train through the Channel 
tunnel, the Home Office 
said Wednesday. 

“Last week, some 102 
asylum seekers came into 
Waterloo station with 32 
dependants. That’s a lot." a 
Home Office spokesman 
said. The arrivals were 
mostly of Somali nationali- 
ty. 

Asylum seekers are 
apparently opting for the 
under-sea train trip from 
Paris to London because 
the border controls are less 
strict than iliuse imposed at 
airports. 


The home office has 
asked Eurostar to “look at 
the situation." The three 
rail companies that jointly 
run Eurostar — one 
British, one French and one 
Belgian — are only respon- 
sible for checking tickets, 
not passports and visas. 

By contrast, airlines are 
legally required to check 
passengers’ identities when 
they check in and board 
international flights. 

British police controF all 
passengers’ passports, but 
the checks are often made 
on arrival in London which 
opens the possibility for 
people to request asylum 
once on British soil. 

The authorities can ask 
Eurostar to curry passen- 
gers without valid cnlr\ 


papers back to France, but 
not once the arrivals have 
started a legal action, as 
many have recently done. 

The junior minister for 
immigration. Mike 

O'Brien, said in a televi- 
sion interview that Eurostar 
was “in a privileged posi- 
tion at the moment" since it 
did not have the same 
responsibility as airlines. 

The train company has 
said it will work closely 
with the British authorities 
to resolve the problem, but 
recalled that when the tun- 
nel service was opened 
three years ago it was con- 
sidered impracticable to 
carry out systematic con- 
trols on all passengers prior 
in departure. 


Kurdish 
leader 
holds talks 
with U.S. 
officials 

CAIRO (AP) — An Iraqi 
Kurdish leader has discussed 
with senior U.S. officials 
ways to end fighting between 
rival Kurdish groups and the 
opposition's attempts to top- 
ple President Saddam 
Hussein’s government, his 
group said Wednesday. 

A statement faxed to the 
Associated Press (AP) by the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK.) said Jala! Talabani 
met Tuesday with Samuel 
Burger. President Bill 
Clintons chief National 
Security advisor and other 
senior officials at the White 
House. 

It is the first high level 
meeting between a Kurdish 
leader and administration 
officials since fighting erupt- 
ed between the PUK and its 
main rival, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP). 
more than a year ago. 

Top on their agenda was 
efforts to bring about “a 
durable peace" to Iraq’s 
northern Kurdish enclave 
which is controlled by the 
PUK and Massoud Barzani’s 
KDP, the statement said. 

The KDP drove PUK 
forces out of parts of north- 
ern Iraq last August with the 
help of the Iraqi army. 

The two sides agreed to a 
U.S.-brokered cease-fire in 
October. The U.S„ Turkey, 
and Britain have been medi- 
ating between the two groups 
to try to strengthen the trace. 

Mr. Talabani. who is in 
Washington on the invitation 
of the stale department, was 
reportedly assured by the 
U.S. officials of 
Washington's support for his 
group. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A plume of poison gas may 
have been released from a 
previously undisclosed 
Iraqi chemical weapons 
site that was bombed by 
U.S. warplanes during the 
Gulf war, a Pentagon 
spokesman said 

Wednesday. 

A preliminary CIA model 
of the dispersion of chemi- 
cal agents from the site at 
Ukhaydir in southern Iraq 
found it was unlikely to 
have reached the thousands 
of U.S. troops across the 
border in Saudi Arabia, the 
official said. 

U.N. weapons experts 
announced the existence of 
the Ukhaydir chemical 
weapons storage site 
Tuesday at a hearing in 
Buffalo, New York of a 
presidential panel on Gulf 
war illnesses, the New 
York Times reported. 

Iraq informed U.N. 
weapons inspectors only 
recently that hundreds of 
rockets filled with mustard 
gas and nerve gas were 
stored at the site during the 
war, the New York Times 
said. 

During a visit to the site 
in April, U.N. weapoas 
inspectors found damaged 
155-ram rocket shells that 
may once have contained 
mustard gas as well as 


bomb craters, the officials 
said. 

The Ukhaydir site was 
bombed by U.S. warplanes 
February 14, 1991. “The 
CIA has done some model- 
ling,” said Air Force 
Captain Tom Gilroy, a 
Pentagon spokesman. 
“Their determination is that 
the release would not have 
reached U.S. troops about 
300 kilometres away." 

The CIA and the 
Pentagon now will apply a 
more sophisticated set of 
models to try to determine 
with greater precision 
whether poison gas may 
have reached U.S. troops, 
he said. 

Until now. the Pentagon’s 
inquiry into possible expo- 
sure of U.S. troops to 
deadly chemical agents has 
focused on Khamisiyah, an 
Iraqi ammunition dump 
where U.S. troops inadver- 
tently demolished rockets 
filled with nerve gas. 

After months of work 
devising more sophisticat- 
ed models to track gas 
released in that incident, 
the Pentagon concluded 
that nearly 100,000 U.S. 
troops were exposed to 
trace amounts of nerve gas. 

Investigators also found 
that the poison gas cloud 
travelled farther than ini- 
tially believed, nearly 300 


kilometres, and that it was 
replenished by the evapora- 
tion of chemical agents on 
the ground. 

The Khamisiyah incident 
was disclosed just over a 
year ago by the Pentagon, 
which had insisted for 
years that no U.S. troops 
were exposed to Iraqi 
chemical agents during or 
after the war. 

The Pentagon denials 
came in the face of com- 
plaints by tens of thousands 
of Gulf war veterans of 
unexplained illnesses that 
they attributed to their ser- 
vice in the 1991 war with 
Iraq. 

Because there has been 
little medical research on 
the subject, the jury is still 
out on whether exposure to 
trace amounts of nerve gas 
can have long-term adverse 
health effects. 

In light of their 
Khamisiyah findings, the 
Pentagon and CIA plan to 
reexamine their analyses of 
other Iraqi chemical 
weapons targets struck dur- 
ing the allied air campaign. 

The CIA had concluded 
previously that plumes 
from the Muhammadiyat 
and Al Muthanna chemical 
weapons plants, which 
were bombed during the 
war, would not have 
reached U.S. troops. 


Saudi pleads not guilty in 
U.S. court to bomb plot 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
Saudi dissident allegedly 
jinked to the 1996 bombing 
in Saudi Arabia that killed 
1 9 U.S. servicemen pleaded 
not guilty Wednesday to 
unrelated criminal charges 
of plotting an earlier unsuc- 
cessful attack. 

Hani Al Sayegh. who was 
deported from Canada last 
month, repudiated an earlier 
agreement in which he 
would have pleaded guilty 
to the single conspiracy 
charge of plotting to kill 
Americans in Saudi Arabia 
in return for his cooperation 
with the U.S. investigation 
into the Khobar Towers 
bombing. 

The judge set a jury trial 


for November 3 on the 
charge of conspiring to 
commit murder and “inter- 
national terrorism,” starting 
in January 1994 and lasting 
until December 1995. He 
ordered Mr. Sayegh. 28. to 
remain in jail without bund. 

After the court hearing. 
Defence Attorney Fiancis 
Carter told reporters lie had 
attempted to negotiate a 
new plea deal with U.S. 
prosecutors but talks had 
broken nlf Monday and he 
did not expect them to 
resume. 

Mr. Carter maintained he 
had no information that Mr. 
Sayegh “knows about" the 
truck bombing that killed 19 
U.S. airmen and injured 500 


at the Khobar Towers U.S. 
military housing complex 
on an airbase near Dhahran 
on Saudi Arabia's east 
coast Canadian court docu- 
ments have identified Mr. 
Sayegh as the driver of a car 
that gave the truck a go- 
ahead signal to carry out the 
bombing. 

Mr. Carter said he had no 
idea whether prosecutors 
would bring charges against 
Mr. Sayegh in the Khobar 
Towers bombing, but said 
the U.S. government had 
“no documentary evidence” 
linking Mr. Sayegh to the 
attack or any other criminal 
acts. 



GREATER EFFICIENCY IN THE SKY: A sub-scale aircraft with a 17-foot 
wingspan flies Tuesday as part of the research on the Blended- Wing-Body 
concept The 120-pound, remotely piloted aircraft, was designed and built 
by Stanford University in cooperation with NASA and McDonnell Douglas. 
The BWB concept provides greater overall efficiency than conventionafair- 
craft configurations. Under a three-year, $23 million contract, McDonnell 
Douglas is studying this new configuration, which could be used on an 800 
passenger airplanes capable of flying 7,000 nautical miles at lower costs than 
current aircraft designs (Reuters photo) 
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Fergie offers olive 
branch to Diana 
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LONDON g) — Britain's 

Duchess of York offered an ' 
olive branch to her fomJ 

sister-in-law Princ^ 

Diana, after an eigbt-monH rf’ 3 _ 

rift caused by her autobb* 

raphy. “Nothing can sL 
me loving her with all J O 
heart,” the duchess — pon t ill In 
ularly known as f£ M* “ 
after her maiden name 
Ferguson — was quoted as - f 
saying by the DaihiflflL 
Telegraph neW? 

Relations between the two ' 
were said to have plummet- p--rr- 
ed after the duchess wrote ^ v.* H.f 
in her autobiography that ' ■ ■' 

sharing shoes with Diana ^ N 
had given her Verrucas. & .«-»■ 
Diana was also said to be ^ 
upset that the duchess 
praised Diana’s former 
husband, heir to die throne .. ‘-V 
Prince Charles, as “an '\n 
extraordinary person " ■ . fcV •' 1 
Recalling toe days before '“J *. r„ 
her own 1996 divorce from f > 


in Buckingham Palace, I 
saw few friends, die 


sider’s bond. ‘Together we 
chafed at the conventions 
that confined us. Together 
we laughed and cried 
Though our circumstances 
have changed since them 
my door will always he 
open to Diana." The news- 
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from a weekly column 1 ‘T- 

written by the duchess and 
syndicated around the ‘V 
world, though not in *' L V-V 
Brit ain . 

j. «?,'■: -■ - 

Berlusconi 

•r X 7_ , 

helps bring 
boy out of coma 

MILAN (AFP) — Air “ 

I tali an teenager came outVfpp y**} j 
of a five-month coma afiepirt CIS- - 
hearing the voice of forma 
Italian Prime M]nistaj|jj«r|Ar; 
Silvio Berlusconi, his party - 
Forza Italia announced 
Wednesday. “Andrea, you^. Fr.\ 
are listening to my voice.. Hi-ve 
Do you know who I am?.- Cj. 
Silvio Berlusconi, the pres-: ^ :r • • 
ident of AC Milan.” thej.- ; Jti . 
Italian magnate told theis V: 

1 6-year-old in a taped mes- . L - • ■ 
sage. “I am with Franco- . 

Barest, Paolo Maldini and' is or- 
al! the other players in the ; 
team. We want to help you? . 

We want to help you speak 1 nji?r w -. 1 
and communicate with us.' yfi‘. w .. . 
he told the boy. The cas-'iv, .,j’ . . ! 
sette was played over and?, ’ 

over until Andrea, a 
football club supporter r^' 1 
finally came out of uncon ». ~ ; 

seriousness a few days ago ^ ’’ 1 “ 


Japan bar hostess 
nabbed after 15 
years on the run 


TOKYO (R) — Japanc* ^ '--'^338 

police have arrested a far ■ vjl gB 

mer bar hostess suspectet *■' " 

of killing a colleague, jus ^ - * 

three weeks before a 15 i ^ ‘ J 

year statute of limitation^® . t ^ - *3^ 

was to expire, officials sai«g|j V ^ J jaJK 

Wednesday. FiAi ^g 

Prefcctural police in wcsdMf 1 • J.- < 
em Japan arrested blHr • ? 

Tuesday Kazuko- FukudJj * V" ; 

49. who was suspected uB • 

strangling to death her cowj '‘-IvSiESQ 

league in August 1982 oB “'•B ,> ^ 

Japan's southern island 

Shikoku. Fufcuda undo® 

went plastic surgery seve® 

al times to disguise herscSH 

and assumed various fal.®| 

names during her 15 yeaivf 

on the run, police said. 1, 

an unprecedented movt ^ n Uefi J 

the Ehime Prefeclur: p " ")or i 5 w . 

Police Association offered c 1 aa y. Th- t% vo ^ 
a cash award last August c 0-:>?ri j e « ^ ® cns v ® 

$8,400 for infonmation a r ^ ' -now are 

toe whereabouts *' '•11 #>a * 

Fukuda. A major cosmeti " T|]£k 

surgery hospital in Tok>‘|]f| f i ^ 

Jujin Hospital, also nfleit n! 

a cash award of S33.S0 .SnAl! 

saying it felt a v t 

responsibility" for opera' ^ , 1 - 1 ^... 

ing on Fukuda, not knov' ^ h arn-.-'i ’^-eral ixf^r p 

ing she was a murder su!’^ "?!■ \- ' r - ihj 

pect. Nearly 3.900 lif^ij, "** p v:£ ' both 



came in from the publi^^kpj 
after police and the hospiti -^ 
announced the cash prize V'^rna , r '' 
police said. Invesiicatcn. I* (lf 
found Fukuda on Tuesday *nni^i 
after a man called to say t « '%y. (| | _ ■’ 
met a woman rescinbliii' 1 '^^ ' r j 
Fukuda at a restaurant f 
frequented. rS ^ 
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